
AIUfIaII, -I 
Tlumb to Ollt 

\'odelt&Dl 

AGENT 
V'ETERAN VIETNAM 

ORANGE 
P.O. Box 

HEALTH 
:/I: 1236 

STUDY 

Eatontown, NJ 07724 

24th July, 1992 

Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt, Jr •• (Ret.) 
Chairmaft1 

RE: Enclosed Copy Of Letter. 

Dear Admiral Zumwalt; 

9ameA. H. Bu~ SII.. 
NaiioMl CoOluiinatoll. & FoundeJl. 

Enclosed, please find a photo-copy of a letter, that I 
sent to Ms, Cynthia Abel, of the National Academy Of 
Sciences, concerning the Public Meeting to be held on 
9th September, 1992. 

You may share the enclosed, with the membership of the 
Agent Orange Coordinating Council. 

Keep in touch •• 

With the best interest of the Vietnam Veteran, their 
£_d.H-e9'1' '-o'-'tiwse wlw .~. fee!:' 'ttn!~e~reet'iJ of exposure 
to herbicideS-in mind, 

J mes H. Burdge, Sr. 
N tiona I COordinator & Founder; 

ETNAM VETERAN/AGENT ORANGE HEALTH STUDY 
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21st July, H92 If at LV rwl Cvv ltd. iJlatv If. If F vu nd elf. 

Ms. Cynthia Abel 
Institute Of Medicine 
National Acade;py Of Sciences 
'2101 Constitution Avenue, 
Washington, ~.C., 20413 

Re: UPCO~R6P9 Meetin~-9th ~~Ptember, 1992. 

Dear Ms. Abell 

I am in receipt of tho Pub"'ic Me03ting notice, for the public 
meet.ing that Iolill be h'll..J ,"1 9th ;:)~pte.nb"'J", 1992, in the 
Na tiondi Aca,lorny Of 3clen;;ca AuJl tor ium, at 9: 30 am, dnJ 
your agoncy i:3 looking to 30iicit scientific information 
on the hcaith effects of exposure to Dioxin, and other 
Herbicide:.!, an,1 '.)1.3 c'ffect on t:1u Victn<lln Veteran, and 
his/hcl" fal:lil:i member. 

I would like to have the opportuni::y to 'liv<! orai testimony 
concerning this Vel"y important iZGue. 

Please let me know by return mail, if I will be given the 
opportunity to testify, and if 1 will need copies of my 
tes timony, for Cumrni t. tea members, and huw many c.:>tlie.3 tila t 
I will need to provide the Committee. 

I trust that I will hear from your office, in the near future 
on this matter. 1 thank you in aJvanca for allowing me to 
come and give tcstirn.:>ny, with regards to exposure to Agent 
Orange, and the toxic by-product, Dioxin. 

With the best interest of t.he \Iietnam Veteran, their families, 
and those who f,TIJ>L feel the efff)cts of exposure to herbicides 
in :nin~, "--- ,--. 
'" / :, ~ (-' . , 

I.r:r:la~n: .... / J \ ,- J! "'" i )' )'J~ 
~(!/l!lH ilJ V" . 2) lMO{)~ ~'; 

I ~mes H. Burdge, Sr. 
i ~a tional Coordin/\ tor , !"ounder; 
\VIETNAH VETERAN/AGENT ORANGE HEALTH STUDY 

SEARCHING FOR THE TRUE ANSWERSI!! 

cc/file .. 



Institute of Medicine 
Committee to Review the Health Effects ill 

Vietllam Veteralls of Exposure ro Herbicides 

PUBLIC ;\IEETING ANNOL'XCEl\lEi'I.'T 

September 9, 1992 
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

National Academy of Sciences Auditorium 
2101 Constitution A venue 
Washington, D. C. 20418 

The Committee to Review the Health Effecrs Among Vie!nam Veterans of Exposure to 
Herbicides of the Institute of Medicine's (10M) Division of Hea~u'1 Promotion and Disease 
Prevention will hold a public meeting to solicit scientific information on the health effects of 
exposure to dioxin and other chemical compOl:nds in herbicides used in Vietnam during the 
Vietnam era. 

Persons interested in making a brief oral presentation (5-7 minutes) should conta::t 
Ms. Cynthia Abel as soon as possible and no later than August 26, 1992. Or;.] testifiers will be 
chosen by the committee to represent all points of view from those who apply by August 26. 
1992. For those not abk to attend the public meeting or to testify, wrirten malerhls will also !>e 
accepted and given equal weighl to oral testimony if received by Ser!emher 9, 1~2. Ms. Abel 
can be contacted by telephone at (202) 334-2357. by FAX at CW2) 334-2031, or by electruilic 
mail (BITNET) at CABEL@NAS. 

As called for in Puhlic Law 102-4 and at the request of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sdences is to review and evaluate 
the available scientific evidence regarding associations between diseases and herbicide exposure. 
For each disease and/or condition, the 10M is to determire, to the extcr.t that available scientific 
data permit meaningful determinations. (1) whether a statistical assoclJtion witt, herbicide 
exposure exists, taking into account the strength of the scientific cvidenct and the appropriateness 
of the statistical and epidemiological methods used to detect the association: (2) the Increased rbk 
of the disease in question among those exposed to nerbicides during Vietnam service; and (3) 
whether there exists a plausible biological mechanism or other eVidence 01 a call sal relationship 
between herbicide exposure and the disease in question. The 10M will also make 
recommendations concerning the need. if any, for additional scientitic studies to resolve areas oi 
continuing scientific uncertainty. 

The 10M will not make recommendations regarding specific individual cases. While th" 
report will provide scientific information for the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to consider in 
making determinations about compensation, these decisions remain the responsibility of the 
Secretary. Thus, testimony at the hearing should be focused on interpretations of the existin~ 
scientific literature relevant to the committee's charge. 



Public Meeting Announcement Page 2 

Diseases and adverse effects to be considered include: (1) cancers of the stomach, colon, 
hepatobiliary tract, testis, prostate, kidney, and brain. Hodgkin's disease, non-Hodgkin's 
lymphoma, leukemia, and soft tissue sarcoma, and other cancers; (2) metabolic disorders 
including altered lipid metabolism, porphyria cutanea tarda. and diabetes; (3) autoimmune and 
other immunological disorders; (4) neurologic and psychosocial disorders; (5) disorders of the 
digestive system including gastrointestinal ulcers and hepatotoxic effects; (6) reproductive 
disorders including birth defects, miscarriages, and abnormal sperm morphology; (7) chloracne 
and other skin disorders; (8) circulatory disorders; and (9) respiratory disorders. 

To conduct this review, the 10M will establish a committee of about 15 members 
representing a wide range of expertise in environmental and occupational medicllle, toxicology, 
pathQlogy, genetics, clinical oncology, psychology, epidemiology, and biostatistics. The 
committee chair is Harold Fallon, M.D., Department of Medicine, Medical College of Virginia, 
and the vice-chair is Donald Whorton, M.D .. ENSR Health Sciences. Members of the 10M staff 
are: Michael A. Stoto, Ph.D., study director, Susan Rogers, staff officer, Cynthia Abel, 
research associate, Catherine Wesner, project assistant, and lana Katz, student intern. 

The meeting is open to the public at no cost, and no preregistration is required. 
Anendees are asked to register at the C Street entrance of the National Academy of Sciences 
upon arrival. 
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