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JAMES H. BURDGE, SR. Your support in vitally necessary in trying to

Secretary convince the EPA and the Port Authority af Hew York
and New Jersey not to dump Dioxin teinted sludge

CARLTON B. RHODES into the ocean. :

Treasurer

Wwe do not oppose the dredging of the Barbor. The harbor mugt be
dredged in order for our econamy o Qros. We do cppose the dumping
of this tainted gludge into the ocesnt!

The dumping of Dioxin tainted sludge into the ocean is not the
ancwer to the problem of what to do with thise sludge. All of the
monitoring, however wvell intenticoned, will not stop this carcinogen
from contaminating the vaters.

There are alternatives ta ocesn dumpina. Thie teinted sludge
could be dewvatered and treated as solid vaste, or it could be
loaded onto barges and cstored until proper disposal wethod=s can be
found.

Recent newspaper articles alwvays mention trace amounte of
Dioxin. Trace amounte of Dioxin are what can #ill youw or cauee
birth defects in our children. Recent studies hy the EPA'E
Reassesement of Dioxin relate to severe toxic effects due to small
dosese of Dioxin exposure.

Thie issue is an emctional one for Vietnam Veterans who have
been exposed to Dioxin from the spraying of the defoliant Agent
Orandge. Dicxin can kill. The Veterans Administration knows this.
The Veterans Administraticn has, so far, avarded compensation to
veterans exposed to Agent Orange for Non-Hodgkine Lysmphomas and
Soft-tissue Sarcomas {(CANCErs directly caused hy exposure to Agent
Orange/Dioxin, for Chlorscne (a severe skin disoarder) and for
Peripheral Neuropathy (a nerve disorder). Further studies are novw
being conducted by the National Academy of Sciences.

We hope you will contact the EFA and urge them not to allow
thise dumping to occur.

Sincerely youre,

Michael Eckstein
Chairwman, Agent Urange Committee
New Jersey State Council
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