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NEW JERSEY STATE COUNCIL 

V,ETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 

Post Office Box j/1236 
Eatontown, NJ 07724 

February 7, 1993 

Repr-esentative Jim Saxton 

Cannon HOB. Room 324 
Washington. [)C 20515 

Dear Repr'esentative Saxton. 

Your support in vitally necessary in tr-ying to 

convince the EPA ar.d the Part Authority of Nc·w York 

and New Jersey nat to dump Dioxin tainted sludge 

into the oeean .. 

We do not oppose ~he ~r-edginq of_ the:. !tBJ: .. boG.. T..!~_ hEi.!"bo:t::.. !O~.§j:._ be.. 

gr'edged ir~ order:. £0),"' 9J!£. economy t.o Q..!._~~ !lg_ ~'--~~ ~!J:!JICtE'~e_ t)"!._~ g~-.!!!f~i_!J_q 

of this i~inted sludge intCl. ~j.e ocean!! 

The dumping of Dioxin tainted sludge into the ocean is not the 

answer to the problem of what to do with this sludge. All of the 

mani torirJg.. however- WE'll intentioned. wi 11 nett stop this cB:c-cinogen 

from contaminating the waters. 

There are alternatives to ocean dumping. 

could be de-watered and tr'eat.ed as solid vaste, 
This tainted sludge 
or it could be 

loaded onto bar-ges and sto:r-ed until proper disposal methods can be 

found. 
Recent newspaper' ar'ticles always mention trace amounts 01 

Dioxin. Trace amounts of Dioxin are what can kill you or' cause 

birth defects in our children. Recent studies by the EPA's 

Reassessment of Dioxin relate to sever-e toxic effects due to small 

doses of Dioxin exposure. 
This issue is an emotional one for Vietnam Veter'ans who have 

been exposed to Dioxin from the spr·aying of the defoliant Agent 

Orange. Dioxin can kill. The Veterans Administration knows this. 

The Veterans Administration has, EO .far, awer-ded compensation to 

veterans exposed to Agent Or·ange for· Non-Hodgkins LYJllphomas and 

Soft-tissue Sarcomas (cancers directly caused by exposure to Agent 

Orange/Dioxin, for- Chloracne (a sever'e skin disorder-) and foy­

Peripheral Neuropathy (a nerve disorder·). Furtt.er· studies are now 

being conducted by the National Academy of Sciences. 

We hope you will contact the EPA and urge them not to allow 

this dumping to occur~ 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 
Michael Eckstein 
Ctleir'msn,. Agent Or-enge Committee 

New Jersey State Council 

Vietnam Veter-ans o:f A1I'le:r-ica 

• A FEDERALLY CHARTERED NOT-FOR-PROFIT VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION' 


