New JERSEY STATE CouNcCIL
Vietnam VETERANS OF AMERICA

Post Office Box #1236
) Eatontown, NJ 07724
RETYRN TEM KOW!
February 7, 1993
GARY WALL
Prasident Repreaentative Frank Pallone
Cannon HOB, Room 213 &1T¥0( JT;

JACK BRONSON
1st-Vice-President

SANDY(HLUES' Dear Representative Pallone,

2nd-Vice-President

Your support in vitally neceagary ia trying to
JAMES H. BURDGE, SR. convince the EPA and the Port Authority of New York
Socretary and New Jersey not to dump Dioxin tainted sludge

CARLTON B. RHODES into the ocean.
Treasurer

Waghington, DC 20315

e do not oppose the dredgqing of the Harhor. The herhor must be
dredged in order for cur economy to grow. ¥We do oppose the dumping
of thi=s tainted =sludge into the coceant!

The dumping of Diaxin tainted sludge into the ocean i= not the
anever to the problem of what to do with this sludge. All of the
monitoring, however well intentioned, will nat stop this carcincagen
from cantaminating the waters.

There are alternatives to ccean dumping. Thie tainted sludqge
could he devatered and treated s =so0lid weste, or it could he
loaded onto barges and stored until proper disposal wmethode can be
foaund.

Recent newvepaper articles always mention trece emwmounts of
Dioxin. Trace amounts of Dioxin are whet can kill you or ceuse
birth defects in our children. Recent studie= hy the EFA’=
Resesessment of Dioxin relate to severe toxic effecte due to small
doges of Dioxin exposure.

This issue is an emotional one for Vietnam Yeterasns who have
beer: exposed tao Dioxin from the spraying of the defoliant Agent
Orange. Dioxin can kill. The Yeterane Administration knows this.
The Veteranse Administreation has, so far, awarded compensation to
veteranse exposed to Agent Orange for Non-Hodgkins Lymphomas and
Soft-tieeue Sarcomas {cencere directly caused by exposure to Agent
Orange/Dioxin, for Chloracne (a severe skin disorder) and for
Feripheral Neuropathy (& nerve disorder). Further studies are naw
heing conducted by the National Academy of Sciences.

We hope you will contact the EPA and urge them not to allow
this dumping to occur.

Sincerely yours,

Michael Ecketein

Cheirman, Agent Orange Committee
New Jersey State Council
Vietnam Veterans of Awerica
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