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We 111'0 aendins you thiilleUer to infonn you of the intolerable 
aitumon tIud i& occl1lTin& in the New York. New Jersey Area 

'The Port AllIhority ofNew York and New Jersoy is preparins to 
dredge the New York Hwbor and hlUl filed apemUt to do 80. The problem 
is that the sediment of die harbor contains Dioxin (TCDD) which by all 
indications is nul offfronl the Diamond Alkali plant in New JC1'IIcy (which 
is an EPA Superfund Site). 'The permit calls fur the sediment to be dlllIlPed 
ill Uu, AUuulic OC~1I1111111. prime fillllill8 gruulld knuwn In! th" Mud Hul" 
which Iii six miles off'lbe Ncw JCI'IlCY Shore. 

As Vietnam Veterans we can not stand by and allow thl~ ocean 
dumpill3 to 0C\cur. Wo, as the most expoaed sesment oflbe population must 
not Mland Idly by and allow the Introduction into the water and food chain of 
this moat toxic of allmbatance •. We recognize the need to dl'eds,e the 
harbor, but we allO Ill1lSt live up to OUl' respOJlJIibility to protect those who 
do not understand the consequmcel ofthil actiOIL 

Tho Port AllIhority's own study on "remediation of sediments" 
IpolUlored by RutseJ'll Unlvenlty lind the Port AuthorIty ofNew YorlclNew 
Jersey calls for a ''fine ICal" cllaracterization ofsedimentlu a prerequisite 
for manB8in8 dreds,e material in New York Harbor area." 

We feel that DOt only IIlUIt tbi. atudy be done, but tIud EPA muwl 
Insure thlll the Superfund cleannp of Diamond Alkali UlUtil include the 
Dioxin in the harbor BEFORE dredgill3 can begin IlJld tIud au alternative to 
OCCWl dispouallllllst be found. 
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