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JAMES H. BURDGE, SR. We do not oppose the dredging of the Harbor. The harbor
Secretary must be dredged in order for our economy to grov, W¥e do
CARLTON B. RHODES oppose the dumping of this tainted sludge into the

’ ocean! g

Treasurer

The dumpind of Dioxin tainted sludge into the ocean ie not the ansver to the
problem of what to do with thie sludge. All of the monitoring, however vel’
intentioned, will not stop thims carcinogen from contaminating the watersa.

This tainted eludge, caused by the Diamond Shamrock plent in Newark, ghould
be returned to its originetion point for them to properly dispose of it or
store it until it can be disposed. They should sleo pay all associated
costa related to storage or digposeal.

The recent nevspaper erticles alvays mention trece amounta of Dioxin. Trac
amountae of Dioxin are what can kill you or cause birth defecte in our
children. Recent studies by the EFA’s Reassesament of Dioxin relate to
cevere toxic effects due to gmall dosea of Dioxin exposure.

Thia issue is an emotional one for Vietnam Veterans vho have been exposed t
Dioxin from the spraying of the defoliant Agent Orange. Some mileatones
in the battle against Dioxin exposure are ag followa}

The VYeterans Administration has, 80 far, awvarded compensation to
veterans exposed to Agent Orange for Non-Hodgkins Lymphomas and Soft-tiassue
Sarcomas (cancera directly caused by exposure to Agent Orange/Dioxin, for
Chloracne (a severe skin disorder) and for Peripheral Neuropathy (a nerve
disorder). Further studies are nov being conducted by the National
Academy of Sciencesa.

Settlement in 1984 for $180 million of & class action suit against
the chemical companies who produced Agent Orenge.

Out of court settlement for a4y million by Diamond Shamrock for a
Jawvsuit brought by former employees due to illnesses caused by exposure to
Dioxin.

Thia issue is more than dredging the harbor. We casnnot let the
dumping of this contaminated sludge occur.

Michael Ecketeiln
Co-Chairman, Agent Orange Committee
New Jersey State Council
(H) Vietnam Yeterana of America

* A FEDERALLY CHARTERED NOT-FOR-PROFIT VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION *



