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.~. ACTION RYQUEST~D •• ~ 

The AP! st.;rlltelJic Plllnning Committeo (~PC) of the Envit'onmental and. 

Health Council meeting on January 29-30 focused on EPA's Pollution 

Prevention Initiative and associated developments affecting the 

industry. 

INDUSTRY/EPA INTEAACT!OIl 

Recent events involving the industry's effort have come fast and 

furiously. A meeting between tho White House's John Su~unu and 

API before Christmas resulted in II new responsiveness '1~,;:Jng 

second and third level EPA administrators. On January :7, the 

~PI Process and Technology Committee (PTC), charged with 

maintaining the industry'S pr~cess option~ with respect to 

bleaching, met with some of those aoninistrators. Then on 

January 23 , furman Moseley, John Georges, ~arshall Hahn and 

Andrew Sigler responded to 8ill Reilly's invitation to meet on 

the Pollution Prevent jon Initiative. This meeting was 

characteri2ed as ~frank,~ rtspirited,~ ~eye-rolling,· etc. A 

critical issue in'the meeting was the CEO's view that it is 

inappropriate tor EPA to interfere in the market in the absence 

of "plausible risk based on sound science." 

This point caused the SPC to refer to the PTC our reco~mendation 

for a strategy to deal with EPA in the i~ediate future. This 

strategy is to acknowledge the core issue, in is !1Iultitude of EPA 

initiativ~s, is elimination of chlorine as a process chemical. A 

SPC taSK force will ~ttempt to worK directly with EPA to 

understand their agenda, while at the same time stressinq the 

industry's position t~at market lnterference is inappropriate. 

onooJ.? 

,- :~ 
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Thero nppeors tn be a acn~e a~ullg tho SPC ~eMbGrs EPA will 
evontunLly move to ~ lcs~ extromn vicw on dioxin potency, 
offering sornu hope of: "relief" on w!)\:or qunUty standnrds and 
fish advir:;ories. HO'''8vc:r, EPA will ilttCll\pt. to i ncrQase other 
factors, such as tllc assuned fish consumption rate of the 
populntion and tho "bloaccurnulation factor" to ofrgct the relief 
expected on tho cancer potoney assumption. 

I expres5ed my vinw to tho committee that it may not be health­
based concorns thnt liltimotcly determine tho fate at chlorine usa 
by the industry, but biologlcnl i5S\185, such as p~otectlon of 
bird species. Currently tho industry has a weak data bosG on 
such issuos and tIle NCASI/hPI research program has no elements 
addreSSing the off~cts of chloro-orgnnics on wildlife, other than 
the NCASI oxperimnntnl strenms progrnm. Wo nro, I Ilolinvo, 
vu) nornble 011 thir: subject and would be h:'lrc1-prc~'$ed to 1;ltlirltain 
the ~rgument thet thore i~ no "plau~iblc risk based on sound 
science." 

Simpson Tacoma Kraft was among nine mill that received a request 
to participate in an Effluent Guidelines Development variability 
study. The API Water Committee recommends the industry conduct 
its own variability study as an alternate to the EPA study, which 
is under-funded and inad~quately designed. The study would bo 
funded by the whole industry rather than just the mills involved, 
as was proposed by EPA. 

POLLUTION PREVENTION STRATEGY 

Our Wednesday luncheon guests were again from EP~, to discus. how 
the Industry POllution Prev8ntion Initiative will work. EPA'. 
goals are to reduce the releases of 17 chemicals (see Attach~ent 
1) by 1/3 by 1993 al'd 1/2 by 1995. This goal is in the 
aggregate, not by chemical, by industry, by company nor by site. 
The 1966 Sara 313 FOrM R report is the baseline. We are to 
estimate how we can do as a company and supply this information 
to ",PI. Then theil1dustry goals can be establiShed. IndividuaJ. 
company goals can, Of course, be voluntarily adopted. 

Action Item! Each mill's environmental manager has been asked 
to review their Form RS, their plans for reducinq 
reported releases, and then let Corp. 
Environmental Protection know the result by March 1. 
The pulp mills should also review their previous 
estimates on droXin/furan reductions, as the •• 
Chemicals ~rc part of Reilly'S letter, although 
EPA has not established the base line for dioxin. 
Note, also, that quantifying chloroform reductions 
~ill be important under the Clean Air Act 
Amendments. 
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lIction Item: The F'cll"t'c": C',""vpn~ion Act of 11)1)0 made thQ waste 
minimiz~tlQ:' : ~~=r~i~q section of Form R mond8tor~. 
SystDM~tlc g\.'~~~flc"tiDn of waste reduction etfort$ 
should lx.gin ic-,,-.:adi<.tl!!ly. as 19~1 will have to be 
r~ported in July 1D92. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PRINCIP[,ES 

The Executive Committpa hag d!reetad the SPC to present an 
approach to adopting a set of guining Environmental Principles 
for tho industry. Thir. is in re~ponso to the pressure many of 
the public companies au:> gettil19 from IOhareholders. "col11l!litt •• 
w~s appointed to re~pond" 

.1.ction It,;,.,: Simp~on P~per ~hould bogin to discus~ whether a 
set of FnvirulllOenlal Principles 10 desirable ancl 
whothor ~~ should/will SUbscribe to the API 
initi",~: on the subject, or- draw up our Ololn 
cloc,-"r.t'!: 




