INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
2101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, DC 20418

Division of Health Promotion Phone: (202) 334-2357
and Disease Prevention Fax: (202) 334-2939

June 2, 1997

E.R. Zumwalt, Jr.

Admiral, USN (Ret.)

Chairman, Agent Orange Coordinating Council
1000 Wilson Blvd., Suite 3105

Arlington, VA 22209-3901

Dear Admiral Zumwalt: 4 v ) Fh 98

This letter is in reply to your May 20 letter inquiring as tp@ the next biannual Agent
Orange report would be disseminated by the Institute of Megicfne.
e
We anticipate that the next report—tentatively¢ntitled Veterans and Agent Orange:
Update 1998—will be released in Spring 1998. ~ v Lofs /1;1/\7 n S,

I regret that you will be unable to attend our public meeting on June 19, but look forward //
to receiving your written submission.

Sincerely yours,
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David A. Butler, Ph.D.
Study Director
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E. R. ZUMWALT, JR.

ADMIRAL, US. NAVY (RET,}

May 20, 1997

David A. Butler, Ph.D.

Study Director

Division of Health Promotion & Disease Prevention
Institute of Medicine

National Academy of Sciences

2101 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20418

Dear Dr. Butler:

Many thanks for sending me the two documents and for your letter of May 12, It was very
thoughtful of you to do so.

I have only one question for you at this time. I would be grateful if you could give me a rough
estimate as to when the next biannual Agent Orange report would be disseminated by the
[nstitute of Medicine.

All best wishes.
Sincerely,

vy
/} / (N
E. RfZimwalt, Jr.

Admiral, USN (Ret.)
Chairman, Agent Orange Coordinating Council

1000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 3105
Arlington, VA 22209-3901

Tel: (703) 527-5380
Fax: (703) 528-5795



INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
2101 CONSTITUTION AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON, DC 20418

Division of Health Promotion Phone: (202) 334-2357
and Disease Prevention Fax: (202) 334-2939

May 12, 1997

E.R. Zumwalt, Jr.

Admiral, USN (Ret.)

Chairman, Agent Orange Coordinating Council
1000 Wilson Blvd., Suite 3105

Arlington, VA 22209-3901

Dear Admiral Zumwalt:

Enclosed are copies of two new Institute of Medicine publications you may find to be of interest. We
would be pleased to send additional reports if you require them.

Veterans and Agent Orange: Update 1996 — Summary and Research Highlights, is a condensed version
of a report released last year. This summary reproduces the Preface, Table of Contents, and Executive
Summary of the full report. In addition, excerpts from the report regarding peripheral neuropathies in
veterans and spina bifida in the children of veterans are provided. Research on these two conditions is
highlighted because of significant new information developed since the publication of the original
Veterans and Agent Orange report in 1994,

Characterizing Exposure of Veterans to Agent Orange and Other Herbicides used in Vietnam is a new
report which provides the technical content for a Request for Proposals for research. The intent of the
RFP is to foster research which will develop and document a detailed methodology for characterizing
wartime herbicide exposure for Vietnam veterans. Exposure assessment has been a weak aspect of most
epidemiologic studies of these veterans and, if better models of exposure can be developed and validated,
more detailed studies of herbicide exposure and health outcomes will become possible.

Please feel free to contact me at 202—334-2357 with any questions regarding these publications.

Sincerely,

David A. Butler, PhD
Study Director
Institute of Medicine



