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Riohard s. Christian, consultant 
National Vetarans Aftairs and 

Rehabilitation Comaission 
The ~erloan Le9ion 
1608 RKR street, •••• 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Hr. Chriatian: 

R.W. Trewyn, ph.D. 
1187 Xiddleport Driva 
Columbus, OH 43235·4060 
(614) 457-4034 

AU'1USt 3, 11100 

I wanted to let you know that I have received a response to 
my letter ot June 14, 1990 to secretary Oerwinski. It happens to 
be a rather insulting diatribe trom one Lawrence B. Hobspn, H.O., 
Ph.D., Dirtctor, Environmental Xedicine ottice, which ~stions 
my aoientitio capabilities as well as Commander Epling'S 
credibil1tr (Na non-scientist who makes unsubstantiated claims 
abOut a sc entitic activity"). As soon .s I complete a twenty­
year literature eearch to evaluate the scientitic expertise of 
said Director, I'll be drafting an -appropriate" respons.. At 
that time, t'll send you copi •• of hi. letter and mlne. It do •• 
appear that a nerve was struck however. 

Basad on the number ot recent article. I've .een queetioning 
the tederal studies related to Agent Orange, it looks hopeful 
that soaething might tinally get resolved. I think it is 
important to stre •• , nonethele.s, that more basic research 1. 
imparativa •• it relat •• to the in~ividual components of Agent 
orange .s wall a. the COmplex mixture, since epidemiology alone 
could fail to identify .i9"iticant, but rare, biolo~ic effects. 
ror example, not .11 birth aefects can be detected at birth, and 
so .. , in fact, .. y not be manitested until yet the next 
gener.tion. Likewi.e, spaoific caroinogen. generally give ~i.e 
to • li.lted number of types of cancer, but that do.sn't •• an 
they can't give riae to other types unasr unique circumstanoes. 
Theretor., it will be important for veterans exposed to Agent 
orang. to have the broadest possible covera~e tc insure they are 
not denied their due. The more scientifio data to draw trom the 
batter. 

Keep up the tightl 
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:r JIa ... nvla_c1 th. lI:8pOR at the Aqant Dran;e 

8cd .• Ilu,Uc kale PoZ'Ca 011 tb hm ... " health aUaeta 

... odat.t with axpo.UH to herbic1da. andJoll: that: 

... CIOutecl oontalllbantl - chll:)rirlat.cl diM"", ut!tlad, 

A Berin Of "' l!!ciaDt;itig Lit;entun, and dated Aprl1, 

1110. 

:r _dor.. thi. :report; and aq:ee w1th 1t. 

acmalWiLctu. 
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