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E. R. ZUMWALT, ]R.

ADMIRAL, U. 8. NAVY (RET))

18 September 1990

Lawrence B. Hobson, MD, PhD
Director

Environmental Medicine Office
Department of Veterans Affairs
VA Central Office

810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Dr. Hobson:

In your letter of July 24, 1990 to Mr. Henry E. Kinsey III, copy
attached, you make a statement "research has shown that only those
Vietnam veterans who directly handled or sprayed Agent Orange have
dioxin levels today above those of non-veterans --", I attach a
copy of the recent report of the New Jersey Agent Orange Commission
which confirms the inaccuracy of your statement.

You also state that veterans known to have had repeated close
contact with Agent Orange "have no significant health differences
from their contemporaries who not exposed". Recent decisions of
the Secretary concerning non-hodgkins lymphoma and soft tissue
sarcoma make that statement, after the fact, invalid.

Sincerely,
"\5/ /
- 27/ J

E. r}m’lt, Jr.

1506'Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, Virginia 22209
(703) 841-8960
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Mr, Benry E. Kinsey, III
4734 Country Club Drive
Midland, TX 79703

Dear Mr. Kinsey:

Your letter to retired Navy Admiral Zumwalt regarding blood teating for
dioxin levels was recently referred to me for response.

I regret that that there was confusion about yeur request. for a dioxin
test. The Department of Veterans Affairs (IWA) has never offered to test
blood or body fat for the chemical, properly called 2,3,7,8 -
tetrachliorodibenzo-p~dioxin, for three re2asona, Most important is the
complicated nature of the necessary assay which requires highly sophisticated
equipment, specially trained chemists, and an inordinate time to perform,

Very few laboratories are able to make the analyses and the procedure is today
used for research purposes,

A second reason is that research has shown that only those Vietnam
veterans who directly handled or sprayed Agent Orange have dioxin levels today
above those of non-veterans who were not in contact with the herbicide, Thus,
there is no reason to suppose that results of the test would show that you had
contact with Agent Orarge.

Third, high blood levels have been found ip veterans who ar2 known to have
had repeated close contact with Agent Orange. These veterans, however, have
no significant health differences from their contemporaries who were not
expoped., EBven {f your bloxi level were high it would not be possible to make
a connection between Agent Orange exposure and your health problemns,

The Agent Orange Registry examinations were and are conducted as a service
to Vietnam veterans by discovering any health defect that needed treatment,
These examinations were never able to determine whether a veteran had been in
contact with Agent Orange. Unfortunately the name "Agent Orange examination®
wvas used early before there was a dioxin test and veterans understandably
confused the medical examination with the chemical amalysis,



.,
1 hope that this information explains the DVA policy about dioxin testing
and the reasons for it.

Sincerely yours,

Lawrence B. Hobson, M.D., Ph.D.
Director, Envirommental Medicine Office

Enclosure

ce: E.R. Zumwalt (with enclosure) v
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NEW JERSEY AGENT ORANGE COMMISSION

PO. Bax 1717
Tremon, New Jerwey O360-ITT?
{609) PM4-T396-7
Lot Direcwr
* Mol L. Jtxm

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:
WILLIAM LENIS
2301-013-8505
201-933-925%
PRIES CONTEXENCE = FRESS COMFERENCE = JARSS OONTERENCE

WEW JERBRY AGENT ORANGE OOMMISSION TO ANLEASE DATA

The New Jersay Agant Crangs Commission will) raleass
zesults from it/’s POIRTMAN II study at a press
conference to be hald at il a,n. on Thursday, l.ptl'lblr
13, 1990 in Room 424, the Btata House Annax, Tranton.

The POINTMAN Project is an on—-going stfort of the
Comnission and Rutgers University to datermine tha
affect of the harbicide Agent Orangs on Viatnanm
vetsrans. This phass of the project degan in 1987, and
hnss Dean maasuring 4ioxin lavels in the blood of Vietnam
vatasrans vho aerved 1:-5 Army, Navy, and Marins corps
unite. The datails of this testing will be discussed by
commission resaarchars at the prsss conterencs.

Thas Comnission'vwvas creatad by the Zegislaturs In
1980 and is The oldest stats Agant Oxange Commission in
the United States. The rasults of the first phass oI the

projsct were published in the Jourmal of the Amsrican

Medioal A-—uc!.ut.l.nn in 1988,
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POINTMAN II BTUDY GROUPS

Sseond Battalion ef the Iighth Iatantry,
Firast Cavalry Diviaien (Alr Mobila)
(Army 2/8) .

Eervice betwesen Octpber 1, 19688, and
Desember 31, 189089, {(Tsy Ninh Provincs,
111 Corps, northwest of Saigon)

Fiftesn meh

Individually =matéhed to Aray men for
age, race, datea of service, rank,
Fi}taan nen

Firat through Third Battalions of the
Ninth Narine Regiment, Third Marine
Division

(Ninth Marines)

Service in 1987 and/or 1983,
{Rerthern 1 GCorps near DNZ)

Twenty Esn
Small boat service, inland waters of
Bauth Viat Naa

Servige from 1967 on.

Twenty man
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RESEARCH SUBJEOTS AND EXPOBURE STATUB

Research subjects wers voluntestrs sought through
the 2ass media, veterans' sarvice organizations,
and comrunity and church groups.

Ixposurs status svaluated by detalled gquestionnmire
covaring military and non-military aceupationnl

hiatories.

Quastionnaire data verified frem military records.’
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NAJOR FINDINGS OF POINTMAN II

The dioxin levels in 28% of the Marines and
13 X of the rivarboat crewmen exoesd the
bagkground level found in ths controls, which
is balew 7 ppt.

¥hen the numbars of men having levels above 7
ppt are coppared with thosa having less than
7 ppt, the Marinss are statistically signifi=
cantly differsnt from the Army 2/8 and froa
the "axposed" man in the CpPC's validation

. atudy.

Ths Ninth Marines and riverboat crews had
avarags dioxin levels greater thean those af
ths Army 2/8 and controlis,
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CONCLVUS1ONS

Py using military records in combination with
the methods developed in Polintman II, other
exposed groups can be found.

~ Because dioxin is excretad Trom hunan beings,
albeit slowly, dioxin analysis is becoming
inoreasingly more difficult with the passage
of time since Viet Nem, The levsls in ex+
possd nen will eventually become indisting-
uishable froz the background in the genersl
populatioen,

Becauss of the likely variabdbilisy in
axcretion rates of diaxin, it is improper to
use blood messursments ts qualify individusl
nan for inclusion in or exclusien from a
health mstudy, It is slse improper to use lew
levels as & basis Tor dsnying conpensstion.

Blood dioxin mesasursments can ds used to

establish expoaurs of LLOURSE, i.e. military
upits. :
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ON REARARCR COBTS

Over & ten year period New Jarsey has spent
$i,4 million on the Pointman Project, includ-
ing both Pointman I, which was a study ot
spray handlers, and the current phass, Point=~
man I1, & study of ground troecps who did net
handle spray.

The Federal Government has spent 340-§60
ﬂ*lliﬂﬂb e
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