
E. R. ZUMWALT. JR. 
ADMIRAL, U. S. NAVY (RET.) 

18 September 1990 

Lawrence B. Hobson, MD, PhD 
Director 
Environmental Medicine Office 
Department of veterans Affairs 
VA Central Office 
810 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20420 

Dear Dr. Hobson: 

In your letter of July 24, 1990 to Mr. Henry E. Kinsey III, copy 
attached, you make a statement "research has shown that only those 
Vietnam veterans who directly handled or sprayed Agent orange have 
dioxin levels today above those of non-veterans __ II. I attach a 
copy of the recent report of the New Jersey Agent Orange Commission 
which confirms the inaccuracy of your statement. 

You also state that veterans known to have had repeated close 
contact with Agent Orange "have no significant health differences 
from their contemporaries who not exposed". Recent decisions of 
the Secretary concerning non-hodgkins lymphoma and soft tissue 
sarcoma make that statement, after the fact, invalid. 

Sincerely, 

-.~;/7 , 
·E.' ·~lt, Jr. 

1500 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, virginia 22209 
(703) 841-8960 
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JUl U 1990 

Mr. Benry E. Kirurey, tIl 
4734 Cl:luntry Club Dr1 ve 
Midland, TX 79703 

Ilea r I'Ir. Ki lIMY : 

lOS/lID 

Your letter to r&ti red Navy A&niral ZlJIIIWalt regardin<;! blood test.in<;! for 
dioxin levels was recently referred to me for response. 

I regret that that there was confuslon about your request for a dioxin 
t.est.. The Deparbllflnt of Veterans Affai rs (OVA) has never offered t.o t.est 
blood or body fat. tor the chemical, properly called 2,3,7,8 -
tetrschlorodihenzo-p-<lioxin, for three reasons. MOst illlpOrtant is the 
complicated nature of the necessary assay which requires highly sophisticated 
equipnlt!flt, apec:ially trained chemists, and an inordinate tillle to perfom. 
Very ff!!W laboratoriea are able t.o make t.he analyses and the procedure is today 
used tor research PUIpOSes. 

A second reason is t.hat research has shown that only those Viet.nam 
( vet.erans who directly handled or sprayed .&.gent. orange have dioxin levels today 

above toose of non-veterans who were not. in contact. with t.he herbicide. Thus, 
there is no reason t.o suppose that results of the test 1oIOUld show that. you had 
contact wit.h Agent Orange. 

Third, high blood levels have been found iD veterans who are known to have 
had repeated close contact. with Agent Orange. These veterans, however, haw 
no significant health differences from their contemporaries who were not 
exposed. EVen it your blood level were high it would not be possible to lIIIIke 
a connection between ~ent Orange exposure and your health problema. 

The Agent Orange Registry examinations were and are conduct-ed as a service 
to Viet:..- wterans by discovering arry health defect that needed treatllMlnt. 
These ex_nations were never able to det.ermine whether a veteran had besn in 
contact with Agent Orange. Unfortunately the _ -Agent OraD;Je exaa1nation­
was used early before there was a dioxin test. and veterans understandably 
confused the .-dical examination with the chemical analysis. 
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I hope that this information explains the rNA policy about dioxin testing 
and the reasons for it. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

Lawrence B. Hobson, M.D., Ph.D. 
Director, Environmental Medicine Office 

cc: E.R. Zumwalt (with enclosure) ~ 
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