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To &III8Ild title 88. United State. Code. to extend throuch Deoern~1' 81. 
1997. the period durinl which thlt 8eoretary DC Veterans Aftain is 
authorized to provide priority health CII't to ~n veterallll ezpoud 
to .Aaent Oranra. Ionilll1l rldlaUoll, or ellvironmental hazardl. 

'IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

?ILly 8. 1995 
Mr. HUTCKINIION (tor himatlt, l{r. EW.IlIDII, MI'. STt1m'. alld Hr. Mo~"T' 

GO~IDY) hltroduced the follo\\inl bill; whioh ""II nterrtd to the Commit· 
tee on Vetel'llll8' Attain 

A BILL 
To amend title 38, United States Code, to extend through 

December 31, 1997, the peliod during which the Sec­
retary ot Veterans Affairs is authorized to provide prior­

ity health care to certain veterans exposed to A."1!nt 

Orange, ionizing radiation, or environmental hazards. 

1 Be it enacted by 1118 Senate ana Ho-use of Rspruenta-

2 lives of th8 United Statu of AmIlM in Congrus asssmbled, 

3 SBCTlON 1. At1THORITY' TO PROVIDE PRIORITY HlilALTH 

4 CARB. 

S (a) AUTHORIZED INPATIENT CARE.-Section 

IS 1710(e) ot title 8S, United States Code, ia amended-

7 (1) in paralrl'Aph (1)-
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1 (A) by stl'ilcing out subparqraphs (A) and 

2 (B) and insertini in lieu thereot the following: 

3 "(e)(l)(A) A herbicide-exposed veteran is eligible for 

4 hospital· care and nursing home care under lubsection 

5 (a)(1)(G) for any diaease suffered by the veteran that is 

6 among those diseases for which the National Academy of 

7 Sciences, in a report lall.led in accordance with section 2 

8 .oftha Agent Orange Act of 1991, has determined-

9 "(i) that thei'e is sufficient evidenoe to conclude 

10 that there is a positive association between oacur-

11 renee of the disease in humans and exposure to a 

12 herbicide agent; 

13 "(ii) that there is evidence which is suggestive 

14 of an assoeiation between occurrence of the disease 

1S in humilns and exPosure to a herbicide agent, but 

16 such evidence i.s limited in nature; or 

17 "(iii) that available stl.ldies are insufficient to-

18 permit & conclusion about the presence or abaenee of 

19 an aasociation between occurrence at the diaease in 

20 humans and exposure to a herbicide agent. 

21 "(B) A radiation-exposed veteran is eligible for has-

22 pital oare and nursing home care under subaection 

23 (a)(1)(G) for-
.. 

-l4U(i) any disease listed in section 1112(0)(2) of 
"-

25 this title; and 
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1 "(ii) any other disease for which the Secretary, 

2 based on the advice of the Advisory Committee on 

3 Environmental Hazards, determines that there is 

4 credible evidence of a positive association between 

5 occurrence of the disease in humans and exposure to 

6 ionizing radiation,"; and 

7 (B) in subplU'agraph (0), by strildng out 

8 "Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) of this sub· 

9 lection, a veteran" and inserting in lieu thereof 

10 "A veterlUl"; 

11 (2) by striking out paragraph (2) and inserting 

12 in lieu thereof the following: 

13 "(2) For purposes of this subsection and section 

14 1712 of thil title-

1S "(A) the term 'herbicide·exposed veteran' 

16 means a veteran (i) who served on active duty in the 

17 Republic of Vietnam during the Vietnam era, and 

18 (ii) who the Secretary finds may have been exposed 

19 during sllch service to a herbioide agent; 

20 "(B) the term 4herbicide agent' hu the mean-

21 Ing given that term in· section 1116(8)(4) of this 

22 title; and 

23 "(C) the term 'radiation-exposed veteran' has 

24 the meaninlr IPven that term in section 1112(0)(4) of 

2S thill title."; and 
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1 (3) in paragraph (3), by striking out "after 

1 June 30, 1995" and aU that tollows and inserting in 

3 lieu thereof Hafter December 31, 1997.". 

4 (b) AUTHORIZED OUTPATIE!o.'T CARE.-Section 1712 

5 ot IlUch title is amended-

6 (1) in subsection (a)(1)-

7 (A) by striking out "and" at the end of 

8 . subparagraph (0); 

9 (B) in subparagraph (D)-

10 (i) by striking out "December 31, 

11 1995" and inserting in lieu thereof "De· 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

cember 81, 1997"; and 

(ti) by striking out the period at the 

end and insel'ting in lieu thereof a semi· 

colon; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 

"(E) d\lring the period before January 1, 

1998, to any herbicide-exp08ed veteran for any 

disease specified in section 1710(e)(1)(A) of 

this title; and 

"(F) to any radiation-exposed veteran for 

22 any disease covered under aeation 

23 1710(e)(1)(B) of this title."j and 

24' (2) in IlUbsection (i)(3)-

(A) by striltlng out U(A)"; and 
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1 (B) by stri1tinr out ", or (B)" ilnd all that 

2 follows thr01.1gh 14title". 

3 nc. 201. SAVINGS PROVISION. 

4 The provisions of sections 1710(e) and 1712(&) of 

S title 38, United States Code, as in effect on the clay before 

6 the date of the enactment of this Act, shall continue to 

7 apply on and after such date with respect to the furnishing 

8 of hospital care, nursing home ca.re, and medical services 

9 for any veteran who was furnished such care or services 

10 before such date of enactment on the basis of presumed 

11 exposure to a substance 01' ra.diation under the authority 

12 of those provisions, but 0111y for treatment tor a disability 

13 for which such care or services were furnished before such 

14 date. 
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