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AGBHT ORANGE COORDINATING COUNCIL 

ACTION ITBMS 

1. Admiral Zumwalt will invite Dr. Susan Mather of the veterans 
Administration to the next AOCC meeting to report on the status of 
implementation of National Academy of Sciences' (NAS) Institute of 
Medicine (10M) Panel's recommendations. 

2. Member organizations should apply pressure by writing to: 

a. the Secretary, veterans Affairs, and their senators and 
congressmen urging implementation of the recommendations of the 
NAS's 10M panel. 

b. the VA and the NAS panel to get them interested in looking 
at the EPA reassessment document. 

c. their elected officials to bring counter-pressure on EPA 
to stick to the scientific facts in their present draft (i.e., not 
to succumb to the major lobbying efforts by chemical and paper mill 
companies to water down that draft.) 

d. the NAS 10M Panel forwarding new studies as they are 
published. 

e. Congress to hold hearings to authorize money for joint 
research of Agent Orange in vietnam. 

f. the VA to add prostate cancer and leukemia to the list of 
compensable diseases. 

3. AOGG should urge subcommittee Chairman Congressman Hutchinson 
to hold hearings on joint research of Agent Orange in Vietnam. 

4. AOGG meet to prepare draft consensus paper (for approval by 
AOCC members) on joint Agent Orange Research in vietnam. 

NEXT MEETING 
of the 

AGENT ORANGE COORDINATING COUNCIL 

Thursday, 28 September 1995 

2:00 P.M. 

@ 1000 Wilson Boulevard 
30th Floor 

Arlington, VA 22209 
(NEW LOCATION: Office of Admiral Zumwalt) 
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AGENT ORANGB COORDINATING COUNCIL 
MBBTING 

May 2, 1995 

U.S. Navy Memorial 
701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20004 

Members Present: 

Admiral E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. (Chair) 
Richard S. Christian, The American Legion (Vice Chair) 
Agent Orange Data Base (Shannon puglia) 
Agent Orange Victims & Widows Support Network (Jennie LeFevre) 
Military Order of Purple Heart (George & Nicki Gallagher) 
National Vietnam Veterans Coalition (Bill Bennett) 
New Jersey Agent Orange Commission (William Lewis) 
Public Interest Legal (Robert Hager) 
Vietnam Veterans Agent Orange Coalition (Mike Reddan) 
Vietnam Veterans of America (paul Sutton) 
Vietnam Veterans of America (Mary Schoelen) 
UVOA (Ron Rossani) 

Members Absent: 

Air Force sergeants Association 
American Ex-Prisoners of War 
Catholic War Veterans 
Fleet Reserve Association 
National Association of Military Widows 
BRAVO 
Polish Legions of American Veterans, USA 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Veterans of the Vietnam War 
Women's Army Corps Veterans Association 

staff and Guests Present: 

Colonel Michael E. Spiro, USMC (Ret.) (International Consortium 
for Research on the Health Effects of Radiation) 

Priscilla Barry 
Dan Flanagan 
Len Kojm 
Dr. Sue Bailey 
Phyliss Miller 
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Admiral Zumwalt, Chairman, 
convened the meeting at 2 PM 
Navy Memorial in Washington, 

IIIRUTES 

Agent Orange Coordinating Council, 
on TUesday, May 2, 1995, at the u.s. 
DC. 

Introductions were made (attendance list provided). 

Persian Gulf war Syndrome 

Dr. Sue Bailey of the Assistant Secretary of Defense's Office for 
Health Affairs presented a briefing on the Persian Gulf War 
Syndrome. 

Ivy Case 

Letters have gone directly to Senators Hatch (Chairman) and Biden 
(leading Democrat) of the Committee on the Judiciary regarding the 
Ivy case and our efforts to correct through legislation the 
miscarriage of justice that has taken place. (In addition, Senators 
Warner and Robb were supportive in preparing cover letters to send 
copies of the letters to these two Judiciary members.) Anything 
that the AOCC members can do to reinforce our efforts to get 
corrective action would be welcomed. 

The American Legion National Executive Committee is reviewing the 
a resolution to support the Agent Orange Reform Act. Once a 
decision is made, the resolution will be able to be made public. 
The American Legion's resolution can be used as a model for other 
veterans organizations. (UPDATE: Resolution was approved; copy 
attached. ) 

Joint Agent Orange Research 

Congressional pressure for joint Agent Orange research continues. 
We have asked the two veterans affairs committee to hold hearings 
on joint Agent Orange research in Vietnam (which the Vietnamese 
strongly support). Senator simpson has responded that he plans to 
have hearings. We have not heard back from Congressman stump; but 
will try Congressman Hutchinson who chairs the Veterans' Affairs' 
Hospital & Health Care sub-committee. 

Opposition was raised by a member of the AOCC, Mr. Bill Lewis, New 
Jersey Agent Orange Commission, to this joint research as it is 
viewed as assisting the Vietnamese before our own veterans and 
their children are assisted. 
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Admiral Zumwalt stated the purpose of doing research in vietnam is 
due to its being a perfect human comparison with an unexposed 
population in the North and an exposed population in the South. 
Admiral Zumwalt stated we must have a coordinated position before 
we proceed. Admiral Zumwalt expressed the need for a position 
paper showing unanimous agreement among the AOCC before Congress 
holds hearings. 

VYA visit to Vietnam, February 1995 

Paul Sutton reported on his trip to vietnam with the VVA 
organization. Paul along with George Claxton and Pete Weber met 
with Dr. Dai of the 10-80 Committee to discuss the dioxinl 
defoliant issue. VVA is following up through its national channel 
on specific requests made by the 10-80 Committee. VVA will make 
another visit to vietnam probably as early as october. (Related VVA 
Veteran article attached.) 

Draft EPA Reassessment Document 

Admiral Zumwalt met with Senator Chafee in his capacity of Chairman 
of the Senate's Environment & Public Works Committee which monitors 
EPA. He discussed the lobbying being done to water down the draft 
of EPA dioxin reassessment document. Senator Chafee promised to 
keep on top of issue to ensure that changes would only be 
scientifically, and not politically, motivated. AOCC members need 
to let our senators and congressmen, who sit on relevant 
committees, that millions of dollars are being spent to water down 
the results and we need to keep to the science and not the 
politics. 

Australian Veterans 

The Australian Government has added prostate cancer and leukemia to 
its list of compensated diseases for its vietnam Veterans based on 
results of the IOM Study. On the other hand, we are not making any 
progress with our own VA. In a letter to Admiral Zumwalt, Dr. 
Susan Mather of the VA does not see any reason for hearings. AOCC 
members need to push for the VA to add prostate cancer and leukemia 
to the list of compensable diseases. Prostate cancer was in the 
same category as the other recognized diseases of last July (but 
just more costly). 

New Release 

Dr. Schecter has edited a book on dioxins, entitled Dioxins and 
Heal th. IOM Panel has been urged to pay attention to Dr. 
Schecter's book in addition to the draft EPA dioxin reassessment 
document. 
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U.S. Supreme Court 

On April 3, 1995, the U.S. Supreme Court granted certiorari to two 
chemical firms to hear their case for the federal government to pay 
them back the cost of the amounts they have paid in damage 
payments. (This coming a year after the Supreme Court denied AOCC 
certiorari to hear our case which had the backing of the 50 states 
attorneys general.) 

Public Hearing before 10M 

10M had a public hearing on Friday, April 21, that most of the AOCC 
veteran groups spoke at. Admiral Zumwalt followed up his statement 
with a letter to Dr. Brix requesting they take stock of the status 
of research of the six formal recommendations and of the joint 
research recommended in their July 1993 study. Nothing has been 
done since the report came out two years ago. NIEHS (who were 
directed to initiate joint Agent Orange research in the 
appropriation bill) is just now getting ready to send a group over 
to Vietnam to produce a protocol for joint research (trip presently 
scheduled for June 95). The next report out of the 10M is now 
scheduled for late 95/early 96. 
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(Three copies to Chairman of Sub.Committee on Resolutions) 

National Headquarters, The American Legion 
National Executive Committee Meeting Dated: May 2-4, 1995 

RESOLUTION 
No,~2~1 __ ~ ______________________________________________________ __ 

THE AMERICAN LEGION SUPPORT OF AGENT ORANGE REFORM ACT OF 1995 Titls ___________ -'-___ ---------____ _ 

Origin: VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHAULITATlON COMMISSION 

(paq. 1 of 3) 

WHEREAS, The American Llqion ha. ~ •• n ~ •• ply involv.d and 
int.r •• ted in many activitie. intend.d to o~tain a fair 
acoountinq for veterans exposed to Aq.nt Oranqe in south 
Vietnam, and has aotively pur.u.~ SCientific r •••• rch, or 
a •• ist.4 other. to devolop Boientific information, cono.rninq 
the health efhets of exposure to Aqent oran". on Vietnam 
veteran. I an~ 

WHERIIAS. The America.n Leqion has ~rou"ht ou1t in that 
would have r.quire~ the F,deral Government to correot it. 
deeply flawed approach to qath.rinq loient1fio .n~ 
ep1demioloqioal ~.ta eonc.rnin" the ottects of Aqant Oranqe. al 
de.cri~.4 in the Hou.e Gov.rnment Operations Committa.'. 
Twdfth Repcrt. the Aqent oranqa cover-up: ;. .... of flaw.d 
.cianoe and politioh manipulation. H.R. Rap. No. 672. 1010t 
con"" •••• 2nd •••• ion (1990) I and 

WHEREAS, The American Leqicn'a oonclusions conolrninq the 
atfeata of Aqant Orang" on Vietnam veteranl ha. t'oun4 
authoritative lupport in roc.nt scientific .tudi.. i .. ued ~y 
The National Aoademyof soieno •• ' Institut. ot Medicin., 
vet."anl and Aqant Oranq' Health .ffects of Har~ieid.1 uI.d in 
Vietnam (~uly 27. 1993). and the Environmental Protection 
;.q.ncy. Health A ..... m.nt Document fo" 2,3.7.8 - Tetrachloro­
Oi~.n.o p-Oioxin (TeDD) and related compoundl (R.view Draft. 
Juna 30. 1994. and allo by the Itudi •• dlOcril>04 in Or. Cata 
~.nkin. affidavit. recent scientific evidence d.v.loped after 
1984 lupportinq a ca9ual rllationohip ~.twaan Dioxin and human 
h.alth arrects (saptember 3. 1991) (Sul:lmitted as .xhibit H in 
IVy Y". pi.mona Shamrogk. cv 89-03361 (E.D.N.Y.) and rhe 
American Laqion/colu~ia stUdy of vietnam Er. vaterans; and 

TO BE FILLED IN BY RESOLUTIONS 
SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITl'EE 

Approval recolIlDlended 

Rejection recollUllCllded 

Referral recomended 10 

Other action 

'ima'Ytt BClQlytiON Sub-Commjftu ChlirIDlYl 

Submined by: 

&tAr.~ 
CHESTER F. STELLAR. Chairman 
Vatlrana Affaira agd Rahab11it 
Commi •• ion 



THIS FORM MUST BE FILLED OUT IN TRIPLICATE 
(Three copies to Chairman of Sub-Committee on Resolutions) 

National Headquarters, The American Legion 
National Executive Committee Meating Dated: May 2-4, 1995 

RESOLUTION 
N 21 
o.~~ ________________________ ~ ______________________ ___ 

Title __ T_H_E_»l_El_II_I_C_AN __ loE_G_I_O_N_S_U_P_P_O_II_T_O_P'_1._G_E_N_T_O_R_AlI_G_E_II_EF_O_R_M_1._C_T_O_F_l_'_'.:.' __ 

Origin: VI1TZIIANS AFFAIIIS AND UHUILITATION CO)(MISSION 

(paqa 2 ot 3) 

WHEREAS, The 1UIIerican Legion has consl.otently .uPPQrtad 
the riqht of vietnam veteran. to pre •• nt this kind of evidenoe 
lupportinq their claim. of l.qant oranqe in)uri •• in a tair and 
unbiased forum for purpo.e. of obtaining appropriate 
cQmpenuUon tor the medical coat., <leorea .. d earninq., pain 
and luftering, and othar phyoical, perlonal and econcmic 
4amaqa. intlioted upon them by l.gent Orango, and 

WHEREAS, By I\aoolution No. 12 dated october 20-21, 1913, 
The American Leqion participatld in Iyy ye. Diamond Shamrock, a 
ca •• brought by Vietnam veterans and their families again.t tho 
manufacturer. of Agent Oranqe on behalf of most of the atteoted 
veterana, for the purpose of pre .. ntinq to a jury, evidence 
that 1\gent Orang'e caused their illnessell, a8 i& their ri9ht 
under the Conltitution of the United Stat •• ; and 

WHltRElIS, on January 27, 1994, Philip B. oMerdonk, Jr., 
National JUdqe Advooat, of The 1Imerioan Leqion oubmittl<l to the 
Unitad stat •• supreme Court an hmicas curiae brief in Ivv V'! 
piamond Shamrock, which brief was joined by 30 other veterans 
lervioe orqanizatiQns, saeking to overturn the decisions ot the 
Federal courts Which had, "'Yltematioal.ly denied many Aq_nt 
Oranqe-axpo.ed Vietnam vateran' ..• fundamental conltitutionally 
derived riqhta whiCh are rcutinely accordod to overy citizon ot 
the United StILt .. , injured by a defactl.va prcduct"; and 

WHER£lIS, separate briors filed in tho United stat •• 
Supreme Court on behalf cf tho attorneys general ot all 50 
Itate., the Commonwealth of puerto Ilico, and the Distriot of 
columbia, a180 )oinod The 1ImeriCln Leqicn" hmiOUI Curial bril' 
in 8upportinq the veteran t I!I af fort in the IVy VI, piAmond. 
Shamregk gas. to •• cure the r:1qhts ot thousands of veteran_ 
injured by l.qent oranqa to their day in court without 
unwarranted intlrferlnoe by thl Federal Judiciary; and 

I TO BE FILLED IN BY RESOLUTIONS 
I SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Approval recommended 

lUjectiop recommeaded 

ReCerral recomeadm to 

Other action 

I -'.~I""o". <u 
--

Submitted by: 

tUtda L~ 
CHESTER F. STELLAR, Cha1r=an 
Vlterana Affairs and Rlhab11iclt101 
Commie.ien 



THIS FORM MUST BE FILLED OUT IN TRIPLICATE 
(Three copies to Chairman of'Sub·Committee on Resolutions) 

National Headquarters, The American Legion 
National Executive Committee Meeting Dated: May 2-4. 1995 

RESOLUTION 
No,~2~l ________________________________________________________ ___ 

THE AMERICAN LEGION SUPPORT OF AGENT ORANGE REFORM ACT OF 1"5 Title _____________________________________ _ 

Origin: VETERANS A:rFAIRS AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION 

(pa .. " 3 of 3) 

WHEREIIS, Notwithstanding that thesl brier. by all of thl 
State's attorney. general and veterans' service orqanization. 
oolleotivily prl.ented an ~npr.Q.d.nted llvel of .upport for 
revilw by the O.S. S~preme court of a que.tionable lowlr co~rt 
rUlinq, the Supreme court nevertheless, tor rea.ons it did not 
4illol0 •• , refused. to review the Ivy y" piamond shamrock 0". 
and therorore failed tQ correct the inj~.t1c. inflicted upon 
the veteran. ~y the :r.4.ra1 Court.' invent.i.on of new rul •• 
de.iqned for the purpo.I of denyinq ouoh vltlran. their 
oonatitutional rights; an~ 

WHEREAS, The /\merioen Legion lupport. propooinq 'edlral 
llqillation titled The Aqant oranqa Reform Aot by whioh 
Conqr ... would overturn e.~h of the new rules oruted by tho 
rodoral Court. that pravonted voterans injured by Aq.nt Oran .. o 
from onjoying their ~on.titution.l rights, in~ludinq thoir 
riqht to a jury trial on their dama .. e claims; now thor.rorl bo 
it 

RESOLVED, By the National Executive committ.1 of Thl 
/\muican t.oqion in rliular mooting aoumbled in Indianapolio, 
Indiana, Kay 2-4, 1995. That The American Loqion support 
proposinq ThO Alllnt ounq. Retorm A~t that will ovorturn any 
and all jucHoial ~.ohion. and rulinq. that havo provlnt.1S 
vietnam voteran. tram a rair hurinq boto"e a j~"y of thoir 
poors on thoir olaim. aiain.t the manuraoturer. of Aqont 
oranq •• 

TO BE FILLED IN BY RESOLUTIONS 
• SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL 

EXECT.JTIVECOMMIrr~ 

Approval recommelldcd 
RejecliOD recommelldcd ___________ _ 

Rdeml recolllendcd 10 ___________ _ 

Other action _________________ _ 

_A 

• Sima' 

Submitted by: 

~4-~~ 
CH!STEa F. STELLAR, Chairman 
Veterans Affairl and R.habilitetior 
Comm1nion 


