
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

Mr. Allan J. Lees 
P.O. Box 990 
Morphett Vale 
S.A. 5162 
Australia 

Dear Mr. Lees: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARV 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20350-1000 

2 SEP 1993 

Admiral E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. has asked the Department of the 
Navy to respond to your letter of 30 June 1993, concerning the 
Republic of vietnam Campaign Medal (RVNCM). The following 
documents are enclosed to answer your specific questions: 

- Eligibility requirements for the RVNCM from the Navy and 
Marine Corps Awards Manual (pages 7-9 and 7-10); 

- Copy of Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces Awards and 
Decorations Order No. 48 of 24 March 1966; 

- Eligibility requirements for the vietnam service Medal 
(pages 4-32 through 4-35 from the Awards Manual); 

- Description of "Vietnam Area" (pages 4-30 and 4-31 from 
the Awards Manual); 

- Excerpts from vietnamese Orders 

As indicated in the enclosed documents, eligibility 
requirements for the RVNCM were to be determined by u.s. 
authorities for members of u.s. Armed Forces. If I may be of any 
further assistance, please do not hesitat~ to contact me. 

sincerely, 

Enclosures 

Copy to: 

DOROTHY 
Assista 
(Manpower 
Acting 

Admiral E. R. Zumwalt, Jr., USN (Ret) 
1500 Wilson Blvd., suite 640 
Arlington, VA 22209 

J!!,KE 
Secretary of the Navy 
and Reserve Affairs) 
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I. vietnam Advisory 
Campaign. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 15 March 1962 to 

7 March 1965. 

II. Vietnam Defense 
Campaign. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . 8 March 1965 to 

24 December 1965. 

III. Vietnam counter-
offensive Campaign •••••••• 25 December 1965 to 

30 June 1966. 

IV. vietnam Counter-
offensive Phase II .......... 1 July 1966 to 

31 May 1967. 

V. Vietnam Counter-
offensive Phase III ......... 1 June 1967 to 

29 January 1968. 

VI. Tet Counteroffensive ••••.••• 30 January 1968 to 
1 April 1968. 

VII. Vietnam Counter-
offensive Phase IV ••••••••• 2 April 1968 to 

30 June 1968. 

VIII. Vietnam Counter-
offensive Phase V •••••••••• 1 July 1968 to 

1 November 1968. 

IX. Vietnam Counteroffensive 
Operation Phase VI ••••••••• 2 November 1968 to 

22 February 1969. 

X. Tet 69 Counteroffensive ••••. 23 February 1969 to 
8 June 1969. 

XI. Vietnam, Summer-
Fall 1969 ..•............... 9 June 1969 to 

31 October 1969. 

XII. Vietnam Winter-
Spring 1970 ...•............ 1 November 1969 to 

30 April 1970. 

XIII. Sanctuary Counter-
offens! ve .................. 1 May 1970 to 
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XIV. vietnam counteroffensive 
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30 June 1970. 

Phase VII.................. 1 July 1970 to 
30 June 1971. 

XV. Consolidation I............ 1 July 1971 to 
30 November 1971. 

XVI. Consolidation II •••••••••••.• 1 December 1971 to 
29 March 1972. 

XVII. Vietnam Ceasefire 
campaign .•.•..•......•.•..• 30 March 1972 to 

28 January 1973. 

14. Southwest Asia Service Medal 

a. Eligibility Requirements 

(1) Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States who participated in or directly supported military opera­
tions in Southwest Asia or in surrounding areas between 2 August 
1990 and a date to be determined (Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm). 

(2) Individuals authorized this award must have served in 
one or more of the following areas between 2 August 1990, and a 
date to be determined: The Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Gulf of Oman, 
Gulf of Aden, that portion of the Arabian Sea that lines north of 
10° N. latitude and west of 68° E. longitude, as well as the 
total land areas of Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, 
Qatar and United Arab Emirates. 

(3) Individuals serving in Isra~l, Egypt, Turkey, Syria 
and Jordan (including the airspace and territorial waters), 
between 17 January 1991, and a date to be determined shall also 
be eligible for award of this medal. They must have directly 
supported combat operations. For instance, Embassy guards would 
not be eligible. 

b. Specific eligibility criteria for award of the Southwest 
Asia Service Medal require that a service member must be: 

(1) attached to or regularly serving for one or more days 
with an organization participating in ground/shore (military) 
operations. 
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The four air refueling routes used by Air Force Planes were: 

BQut~ l.l:Qm 1:2 
1 Coast of England 49° N. oso W. 

2 45° N. 10° W. 37° N. 10° W. 

3 36° N. 05° W. 37.2° N. 01° E. 

4 3S.3° N. OSO E. 36° N. 15.3° E. 

The area of operations where U.S. forces were employed is bounded by 
the following coordinates: 

37° N. 11° E. to 37° N. 21° E. to 34° N. 25° E. to 
23° N. 25° E. to 23° N. 11° E. to 37° N. 11° E. 

13. Operation Just Cause (Panama) ••••••• 20 Dec S9 -
31 Jan 90 

The total land area of Panama, including internal waters, terri­
torial seas, and airspace thereover. 

(b) U.S. Operations in Direct Support of the united 
Nations. 

~. Congo ••••••• 14 Jul 60 to 1 Sep 62. 

~. Congo ••••••• 23-27 Nov 64. , 

NOTE. These are separate operations and a bronze star is authorized 
for individuals who participated in both Congo operations. Water 
area from 3° S. to 9 S. between 9° E. and the mainland of Africa. 

(c) U.S. Operations Assisting Friendly Foreign. Nations. 

1. Laos ••••••• 19 Apr 61 to 7 Oct 62. 

~. vietnam ••••••• l Jul 5S to 3 Jul 65. 

Water areas from a point on the east coast of vietnam at the 
juncture of Vietnam with China southeastward to 21° N. latitude, 
10So 15 ' E. longitude; thence southward to lSo N. latitude, 10So 
15 ' E. longitude; thence southeastward to 17° 30 ' N. latitude, 111° 
E. longitude; thence southward to 11° N. latitude, 111° E. lon­
gitude; thence southwestward to 7° N. latitude 105° E. lon- . 
gitude; thence westward to 7° N. latitude, 1031 E. longitude; 
thence northward to 9° 30 ' N. latitude, 103° E. longitude; thence 

4-30 

( 



( 

SECNAVINST 1650.1F 

08AUG mi 
northeastward to 100 15'N. latitude, 1040 27'E. longitude; thence 
northward to a point on the west coast of vietnam at the juncture 
of Vietnam with Cambodia. In addition, the area has been ex­
tended to include the land mass encompassing Thailand. 

~. Cambodia .....•. 29 Mar 73 to 15 Aug 73. 

4. Thailand ••••••. 29 Mar 73 to 15 Aug 73. 
(Only those in direct support of Cambodia operations.) 

2. Lebanon .••.•••• 1 Jun 83 to 1 Dec 1987. 

NOTE. Although terminal date of Lebanon operations was estab­
lished by Joint Chief of Staff as 1 Dec 1987 no Navy ships/units 
are considered to be eligible after 1 Aug 1984. Marine Security 
Guard personnel or other personnel serving "in country" Lebanon 
may be awarded medal for the entire period. 

s. Persian Gulf •.•• 24 Jul 87 - 1 Aug 90 
(Operation Ernest Will) 

The area of operation is from 20 degrees North latitude northward 
to 30 degrees, 30 minutes, North latitude and from 46 degrees, 36 
minutes, East longitude eastward to 63 degrees east longitude. 

(6) Eligible Ships and units. Ships and units which are 
present in an area merely for training purposes are not eligible 
for the award. squadrons or units embarked in a ship during the 
period for which that ship is listed as eligible are 
automatically eligible for the medal. 

(7) Limitation of Medal. The medal shall be awarded only 
for operations for which no other u.S. campaign medal is 
approved, and shall not be issued for service in Vietnam after 
3 July 1965 •. (see art. 431.16b(8) concerning election of Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medal/Vietnam Service Medal for service in 
Vietnam prior to 3 July 1965.) For operations in which personnel 
of only one military department participate, the medal shall be 
awarded only if there is no other suitable award available to 
that department. 

(8) Election of Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal/Vietnam 
Service Medal. Personnel who have earned the Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal for service in vietnam during the period 
1 July 1958, to 3 July 1965, inclusive, may elect to receive the 
Vietnam service Medal in lieu of the Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal. No individual may be issued both medals for service in 
Vietnam during the period 1 July 1958 to 28 March 1973. 
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. !::XC-;;i~iS :"'.C!'( ?,~~"3L:C 0:1 Vl..O::,:},!.\:! I\::-~ :~::C~ Q,/DZn :·~t;i'iBS? 4.3" 
D~·~!!C':rf,j3 h*'L' ~55-43:). J:j!) !<: .. ,,!)~.A:rr:t~~ ~:6. ~r;.j~ a:v~ 149 

P..e,:i:>lic 0: Vie i;.na.:1 A.r;ne..l l"orces O=der ~~r 43: "Ma::Cr.::: 1: '!he 
·Vie::.rx:a ea-".... go ?JedBJ.' vi th device [f.$60- J 1s a.-.1lr-.!.ed to all 
liS t:l11.1 tary pe=aOlllle1 eligi,;)le as p::'escnb~ in ?~publ1c of' Vie::= 
A:=d Forces lJ1rective IIr. h"l'-655-430 dated. 1 &::?~o:Der 1955, as 
ch.:!.:o.oed. by acerd .... ct d.3ted 22 Marcil 1966, WJd. ?.enubllc of 'liet= 
Arced Forces He!r.Orardtllll :/1'. C1555i~vp/pcP/3 dated 8 Ot:: tober 1565, 
Joint General Start, Republic or Vietnam Ar::led Forces." 

"A,q?(Cu! 2: E:ligib1l1ty ot ind1'r1dualll tor the a'\l8.rd vUJ. be de­
teI'""'...1.n~ by US authorities and v1ll. be reco!'ded in the personnel 
reco:u of' eligible persollllel L"l accoI'Cl.=ce Vit.h procedures currently 
beill3 applied by US Forces. No action is re'luired by RVNAF authori­
tiea other than that outlined in Article 4 of tl:.1s order. Of 

"AH::rIctE 3: The precedeilce e.nd =er of 'lrea.r<...ng_ t~· 'V1et= c=­
pa:!.e;n }~dal' by US c111 tary peraOP.llel Vill be d.ete=:lnea. by US 
8utC.orlties." 

"AP.l'ICU: 4: The Joint Ceceral Ste.ff', R~1L\."', is respon.;ible tor pro­
vidJ..ng the rlbbons ot the Viet= Ca.."l"'"Aigu }ledaJ.. for US perso:mel 
"ho are a-..arded this ced.sJ.. A b'.l.D> a.llocatioil of rlbbona Vill be 
f'urniohed the United States ltil1:;arJ Asaiste.nce Co::mand, V1.et=, on 
a quarterly basis for tOis p.ltpOse, US authori ties vill deterc1ne 
quar .... erly requirements e.:::d advise the Joint Ger,eral Stai'~, R'r.lM, of 
their needs." 

Pepublic of Vietnac Arced Forces Direct:!.ve HT 655-430 (acended): 
"Article 2: Military ~rsonnel \/ho do not have the length or serv­
ice required in Article 1 of this Directive but :·aJ.l in one of the 
foUov1ng conditions a=e aJ.60 ~1gible ~"r a Cru:!paign ~·.edaJ. e,';;!!.rd: 

~. . . . .. WoUJ:ded by the en·ec:y (clll ~ry act1cr!.3 cO:lD.ect~d ·~.rotd) 

.. Captured by the eae::ty du:1.n;; actions or in l1r!~ of dut:;, 
• but l~ter rescued or released. 

"- Killed in action or in l1r.e of duty. 

"T'oe cond.i tiol:lS specified in this Article :::ust l-.3.ve coce to peas in 
VI'lr tin!!," 

"".r'~1cle 3 (n~\/): Foreign ni.:!.it.a:l" pe~-son.::lel set"/in,g in South Viet­
n!lW for b ::cnth3 during ~ .. ia.rtk.:! a.nJ thoae ~~1 ...... -i~ ol1ts1de the g~o-
5~Ph.1.c 11clts of South 'Ill ar..:! cO:ltnbutc".3 c.1.~ct co;:b",t nup?Or: to 
tr£ R\iL·\.F for 6 Ir.D:tth.3 in t~el!" D t.r~1~31~ f'~1:1~ t a.."l nr.:..~d. eC~::IJ', 
vllt t .. ..l:::o 'oo! ~lib..i.bl~ f0r U1"': ".',.r:trC. c:' the C:"';=~1~t\ l~£!:!'£l~_. :.~c:-e1.?;!l 
'\:.:.:.;.o!":t'~lea .,-Lll ('.~t·'.!:~t::.'} ell:-<l'u':":'!'cy of ·;:.~~l~ r-!:'.30.-,,,::'::1 fc:: tl"J.::J 
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C. 

:~'.i~=-i. Yo~l:>:l cl11t.·.l.::Y r..eno(l~~l 61~ a.!::o entitl.::·j to C:.lI Ilt.i.:!.rd 

\!..."'J!e. tJ:.: il~cUl cc;:dl.tic:s prov!!...'<l tor ill Art.!.cl~ 2 01: thl';! 
D~~ct! .. I"'!. II 

It.\:ticle 20: The a"Ja..'"'Cl. receiv-er vUl be issued a bar at the Ca:::­
.rA1611 ~~. ~ co::x.plete ~ will be p::ocur.>d by the receive. 
from t!:e ~t. tf 

• ?.e"OUbl1c ot Viet::a.:n Ar=d Forces Y.e!llO~"3lldUlD liUlllOp.r 2655: 
It rv • '.!.\.~ TIl1&: 

''W.utice 111 not ahsObltely considered a!!d. haaed fro:! the date since 
the 'J'9.r a1t-.lAtioll has ~een announced througno:lt the country. But 
the period. ot ""3.r CIU be CO\!Jlt.!d t'ro::l the <!:>te t:...at. ~lit3.I"Y action 
has taken pla.ce to tight an::ed enemes o~-er the cO·.l!lt!"J. 

n7ro~ tbe torcaticn of tbe Ar=ed Forcea to the pres~nt, the 
struule ~t Co=uniSlD is divided into tw periods 'Wh1c!l are 
U!mporarily considered as Period 1 !Uld Period 2. 

n Period 1: 8 liAr 49 - 20 J'll 54 
n Period 2: 1 Ja.!l 60 - the e::ld ot \.'ar. 

"Because at the reaaorus J%lentioced above, peraoIClel .. 'ho are ll.w-srded 
~ ~ign l'.ed.s.l. tor the 1st Period, \lill have a de·rice as L1'r9-5'..f· 
pinned 00 the ribbon or the ~l. Those "ho are elig1ble for the 
2d Period vill have a den::" as /lij)O- 7 p1.n::.ed 00 the auapell.lion 
ribbon ot the ~ or 160- 7 pinn~d on the rib~on bar of the ~ 
(the lnat year of period 2 'IltiJ. be d<!ter.ni!led vhen the liar is over). 

"'!bose who are credited tor both periods 1 and 2 viil h!!.ve both de­
vices pinned Oll the ribbon or suspeosion ribbon the !IledsJ.." 

"n:e C8l:IpBig:l J.!edal. consi;;ta of: 

DI. The: Medal.: Gold ?lat....'"<l., It r¥~ thick, v/2 stars, one over­
Laid on t.b.e ~ther; each Iltar 1s composed ot 6 lXliots. The star above 
has a d1s:::e.~ r of 42 r:¥ r:1, the po1.nt.3 are v.:u te -~::acellcd ill re 11 e f , 
14 r:J/1!J. lor.g vI gold border vhlch is 1 r¥r:J vide. The star und~.rn~a.th 
l:~ a dia.:Jeter of 37 C/=i t.".e f.<:lints ;u-.! carved 1:1 relief, gold 
~~.it.~l" 7 ':¥: lc~ 4,ri th ~ s;.'"'All b:a.~3 ti::..g!.es dl~ctcd "to;. .. ~:-d. tohe 
c~nt.er ot the ~.l.:1.l.. In t~ ~~!:!"!-... :r of t~::! I:I:!dal C'. -:o·.J~1 rr~!.:::..~ la 
~hc'\;~ •. , t-- .. '''G_'''Rr of 18 ~/- '''th " ~,' l bo ...... ur ~hl··" '1" ., ~!c ..... _.1 .;,.~ ~ _ {.l ...... ~_ "'. iJ:., .... III. c.:. ~.......... ... .... - ... ....... ~ '- _I 

:r!.,L~.. 'l~-.. ~ i.'::.3.td~ c.~ t:"l1.:l ;:::-"~_'e J . .1 g:-~':':l · ... 1th t.hr- vt:tl.tn·~ of tl-_~ 
',".";"~"'-I.>o';..o, .... 0.·-..... _- A" .. ~ l' , n .......... 1 "1" -.'lo •• 1"" • '.J.. ••. _ .. _--."" .... '- ;.l.:...l .... J..J "-OJ.. 6C ... \.;. :;L.-'.:,.~c. .:"!..::~~ .... __ .• ", __ .. ,) ':<1,~':; ',.1}'::"_sc. ... 

1:.1 ~t;,,! c·~..lt-\!r. 
2 



(" 
• • 

\ ... J , .... ~ j .' 
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"~ tbe :-~''''!"3'' of tl".e ~eJal, 2 lo"Oru YnT-:WO\ s:.d 2 .unU C\:i­-m':;;f :~ ~V& bl!o:n cll.X"YltJ in. 

"'I'lle =daJ. is CO:::lr.l!cted ~ t.b the 3U3.?"nalon by 2 tre.pezol<lal. :i:.g.s n::d a s-U cy11:nd..~c~ r' .... "1O." 

"II. T!-~ SIa?=~1oa: 37 r:J/t!l l.s.rsa, 50 cia lo~ vith 7 IItri.,es; tl:.! tw a';r1pea near the borders (each aid.l!) of this BUlIpe1lllion are green vitb 2 r:J/m ~ lrl.dth, then two vbite 8tri~. (one ateacb side) ot ~ c/rJ. vide, clou« to tuse 1lh1te strlP:8 &.r:I 2 green _Btri:pea of 8 m/r:J. or vidth t\.::ld. tI. \Ih1 te stripe of 6 m/m lrl.de 1n t.~ center. 

III!!. Th~ n-,vice: 

"a. On the Sustle1l310n: }!etal, d1ver plated, 1/2 m/r:J. thick, rec~J.le.r, 20 mfT:l lons, 5 mj;n Vide a:ld at the tva extremities ot this device are the OI.lt11ne of tba ~."O s!U!.ll arrow'. botto=s. The border or this de'l1ce is carved in relief denot1.ng the ~ricd of ';I8r. For e:ca.c:ple: '1949-54'. 

''b. On the Ribbon: Silllilar to that of ninned on the 8US­pe!lsioa but s!::SJ.l.er, 10 rAlm of length, 3} m/!:l of wtc.t.h. The device Just denotes 4 digits: '49-54,' or '60- ,,, 

D. Republic of Vietnam Memorandum Number 149: 

"I. To stimulate and enhance the morale oC Free World Military 
As sistance Forces personnel who have served in- Vietnam 
during the last phase (end) oC the war, the JGS/RVNAF decides 
to grant a special waiver for the minimum time in service 
required Cor recommending and considering RVNAF awards 
which are granted to Allied personnel Cor meritorious ser .... ice. 

"2 _ The meritorious service is re)(arded as th" cont-ribution made 
by th~ F,\r~fAF perso'nnel to irn?l~::nenting constructive progra!n 
beneficial to the RVNAF. Th" following medals are subject to 
this wa iver: 

" 
1/ _ Campaign Medal 

1/3. Crit':lria for waiving thp. time required for RVNAF awards for 
FWMAF personnel a·n flrCScr!b;:,d by An~cx attached. 1/ 

3 
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"7. l'hi:3 ~t~fnor:ln.d'..1n'l is e(i(~ctive a:i of 2$ JAn 73 Ltr~t~l iurth.!r 
not ic e. " 

"Ann,~l( to RVN Memorandum Ii 149 

"TL,\1E IN SERVICE IN VN REQUIRED FOR RVNAF MED.\LS 
AWARDED FOR MERITORlOUS SERVICE (FOR FWMAF 
PERSONNEL) 

"Medals awarded [or 
Meritorious Service 
. . . 

"12. Campaign Medal 

Minimum Time 
Required 

2 months 

Remarks 

• Ot~er requirements 
prescribed for recom­
mending RVNA F awards 
for F\V·?JLAF personnel for 
meritorious service are 
not changed. 

- The waiver prescribed 
by this Annex is not 
ap?lied in a perll".anent 
ma.nner. It is only used 
in tho: last phase (end) of 
thf.! \var in Vietnam. " 
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d. Inter-American Defense Board CIADB) Medal 

(1) Authorized by Inter-American Defense Board. 

(2) Eligibility Requirements. Awarded to Chairman of 
the Board, Delegates, Advisors, Officers of the Staff, Officers 
of the Secretariat and Officers of the lAD Committee who con­
stitute the Directorate, the Department of Studies and the 
Department of Administration. 

(3) Subsequent Awards. For each 5 years of service 
to the IADB a gold star will be awarded. (star is to be worn 2 
points down.) 

4. Foreign Service Awards. The only foreign service award 
authorized is the Republic of vietnam Campaign Medal. As a 
general policy, DON does not permit naval personnel to accept 
service medals from foreign governments. 

a. Republic of vietnam Campaign Medal. Established by 
Republic of Vietnam (RVN) Armed Forces Order No. 48 of 24 March 
1966. The provisions of Public Law 89-257 permit acceptance of 
this medal to recognize service performed in Vietnam during the 
period 1 March 1961 to 28 March 1973, inclusive. Eligibility for 
the award for service prior to 1 March 1961 or subsequent to 
28 March 1973 is governed by article 731. 

(1) Eligibility Requirements. u.s. Armed Forces 
personnel qualify for the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal 
under one or more of the following conditions: 

(a) Wounded or injured in hostile action. 

(b) Captured by the opposing force during actions 
or in the line of duty, but later rescued or released. 

(c) Killed in action or in line of duty. 

(d) Served 6 months in South Vietnam or 6 months 
outside the geographical limits of South Vietnam, but contribut­
ing direct combat support to the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces 
during such period. The 6 months required need not be consecu­
tive. For personnel serving outside the geographical limits of 
South Vietnam, the 6 months requirement will be considered 
fulfilled if such personnel earn the Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal/Vietnam Service Medal, and served in the eligibility area 
for these two awards during each of the 6 months. 
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(e) Assigned in vietnam on 28 January 1973, and 
either served a minimum of 60 days in Vietnam as of that date, or 
completed a minimum of 60 days service in vietnam during the 
period from 29 January 1973 to 28 March 1973, inclusive. 

(2) Determination of Eligibility and Record Entries. 
If eligibility cannot be determined from available records, 
commanding officers are authorized to accept the individual's 
affidavit, similar to the following: 

Affidavit 

I certify that I served on board the (name of ship or 
unit) from (date) to (date). This affidavit is made to 
confirm my eligibility for the Republic of vietnam Cam­
paign Medal for service in the vietnam area. 

After determination of eligibility, the commanding officer shall 
make appropriate entries in enlisted service records and address 
official letters to officers, certifying eligibility for the 
award, authorizing the wearing of the ribbon bar with device, and 
indicating the date of issuance. Copies of the letters to 
officers shall be forwarded to BUPERS (PERS-31~) or CKe (MMRB), 
as appropriate, for filing in the officers' records. 

7-10 

( 



CHIEF CP JOINI' GENORAL STm 
RepubUc ot Vietnam A.rz::ed Fort;es 

1 
A::A.'lro AlID IECCIlATI011S DIVISIOII 

- Dtcreo };r.149-z.L/C7 dated 12 Y.ay 296'+ eatabllohir.g the 
" V1etna.::l Ca:.J:61gn ~:ec!a.llf I 

- D1roctive IIr.h'T-655 .... 30 dated 1 5eptel:lbcr 1965 outlining criUria and. procedures for the award of the II Vietnal: Cat:pa.ign Ncctal". 
- l·;et:or<nd"" llr.2655/l'1};/VP/PCP/) dated a October 1965 prescribing the lir..itatic:; of a:.:thol'it:r tor the aliard. ot the 

II Vietnam. C8l:l.~n X.:edU", 

ORDERS. 

ARTICLE 1 : The "Vietna.I:1 C".l'J;ai&n Medal-ld.th devico 
/1960 - /1:J a'.:...rd'?Q. 'to all US ci.li ta%7 personnel eligible as prescribed in Directive !i:-.. h'!-555-430 <!ated 1 5eptet'lber 196,5 as cha"6ed br amende"ent dated 22 ~:':re~ 1966, and I'.c:<>r.,..d~ llr.2655/ mvvP/pcpl3 dated a Octo~e!' 1965, Joint General Stafr. nepublic ot Vietnam .\r.::ed Forcos. 

ARTICLE 2 : E..l!;::.zillty of l..-.d1v1c!uals tor the award Will. be detc~"'lcc1 by tiS ailthctities ar.d ",'ill be recorded in the per­sonnel record or eliGible pc~sonnel in accordance with ~:ocedurcB curre:ltly boin~ applied b; US Forces. I~o action is rcq..u.recl by RVNAr authorities other t~:l t~t o:.l:t2ir.ecl in Article 4 o!' this order. 

A,;~TICLE ,} : The ~:-e::ec.er.ee ar.:l ran.'ler ot weari..1Z the 
It Vietnazl Ca::Faizn Ibt!a.l n bj. US =1.ll.ta!"'J per$o."UlCl ,.,'til be d.eter­
cine~ by US authorities. 

A.linctE 4 : The Jci:lt Ge:l.eral Stat!' t RVlaF. is responsible tor pl"OVidillg the ribbons of the Viot:w:l, Campaign Kedal tor US person .... el who are awarded tiUl!I t)ectal. A bulk allocation ot ribbons will be turni~hed the Ur~ted StQtes l{Llitary As~istanco Coarnand, Vietnam, on a quartor17 basin for this p.uopose. US authOrities vI-1l. deter.::d.no quarterly ~'lire:::er:.ts al'.d ad.vise the Joint General Staf't, RVIW I ot their need3. 

Distribut.1on , K.\CV H~ 

l 

! , 
\ 
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(9) Election of Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal/Navy or 
Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal. Members of the Naval service 
may elect one expeditionary medal for the following operations: 

Lebanon 
Libya 
Persian Gulf 

c. Approval of operations. The Joint Chiefs of Staff shall 
designate operations which qualify for the Armed Forces Expedi­
tionary Medal (AFEM). Recommendations for Military Operations to 
be designated shall be submitted through joint channelS to the 
JCS. 

13. vietnam service Medal 

a. Authorization. E.O. 11231, 8 July 1965. 

b. Eligibility Requirements 

(1) General 

(a) Awarded to all members of the Armed Forces of the 
united states serving at anytime between 4 July 1965 and 28 March 
1973 in the area defined under the Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal for Vietnam. 

(b) Awarded to all members of the Armed Forces of the 
united states in Thailand, Laos or Cambodia or the air space 
thereover, between 4 July 1965 and 28 March 1973 and serving in 
direct support of operations in Vietnam. 

(c) Members qualified for the Armed Forces Expeditio­
nary Medal by reason of service between 1 July 1958 and 3 July 
1965 (inclusive) in an area for which the Vietnam service Medal 
was subsequently authorized shall remain qualified for that 
medal. Upon application, any such member may be awarded the 
vietnam Service Medal in lieu of the Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal for such service. However, no person shall be entitled to 
both awards for service in an area for which the Vietnam service 
Medal has been authorized. 

(2) Specific 

(a) Personnel Eligible 
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Attached to or regularly serv- ) 1.. . .', ing 

].., for one (1) or more days with an organization participating in or directly supporting military operations. 

Shore Duty. 

1. Sea Duty. Attached to or regularly serving for one (1) or more days aboard a naval vessel directly support­ing military operations. 

2. Air Duty. Actual participation as a crew member in one (1) or more aerial flights directly supporting military operations. 

~. Temporary Duty. Service for thirty conse­cutive or sixty non-consecutive days, except that the time limit may be waived for personnel participating in actual combat opera­tions. 

NOTE. Only personnel who were attached to ships/units and who actually participated in the given operation, are eligible for the Vietnam Service Medal. This includes personnel attached to a squadron or unit embarked in a ship during the period for which that ship is listed as eligible. Members of rear echelons, transients, observers, and personnel assigned for short periods or TAD and training duty are normally not eligible for the award. However, consideration will be given in those instances where the local commander certifies a particular and significant contri­bution by an individual. Such certification should be submitted to cNo/CMe via the fleet commander who exercised operational control in the area inVOlved. 

(b) Eligible Ships and Units. Ships and units present in the area merely for training purposes are not eligible for the award. Squadrons or units embarked in a ship during the period for which that ship is listed as eligible are automati­cally eligible for the medal. 

(c) Limitation of Medals. The medal shall be awarded only for operations for which no other U.S. campaign medal is approved. No person may be issued both the Vietnam Service Medal and the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal for service in Vietnam (see Art. 431.16b(8) concerning election), and no person shall be entitled to more than one award of the Vietnam Service Medal. 
(d) Stars. A bronze star 3/16-inch in diameter is authorized to be worn on the suspension ribbon and ribbon bar of the Vietnam Service Medal for each of the following campaigns: 

4-33 




