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Fetty Officer Cyrus ',ca s a rlemue r of a s i >: ma n Sea l CD!ilba t k~~ on 5 C't\\0 
Septerr,ber 1<)69 in L()\fg [In P,' ovince , Rerublic of Vietnam. The rf&t!.1"'r mission ~ 

,':as to locate and ambus h a meeting place of Vietcong di~~rjft lev el cadre . Afte r 

insterting by helicopter into the suspected area , the ~ split into tv/o tEal~s ct"'-J 
anI' 'lved near the enemy meeting site and conceal ed thems elves. Petty Officer 

Cy. fire team detected enemy enteri ng the designated nippa palm area and as 

hID of the ~ eals in his squadlCl started crawling tOViards the position , they 'i\...J 
were take n under heavy automatic Vleapons fire by six Vietcong from tViO firing 

positions . Petty Office r Cyrus immediately came to his f eet and ran tOI~ard s 

the enemy position delivering several barrages of accurate machine gun fire 

v/h ile simultaneous ly scrambling Navy Helicopter gU'Js,hips. ,He agai n expose d 

himself to heavy enemy fire to rejoin the' two men that v/ere 1'nitia11y pinned 

dOVl n, While running to rejoin the tViO me n, Petty Officer Cyrus' received a 

~razing,Vlound to his left cheek as a result of enemy machine gun fire, Through 

his coolness and heroic conduct Vlhile under fire, Pe tty Officer Cyrus prevented 

the loss of life of the two members of his squad , contributing dire~tly to the 

safe ty of the other Seals involved and to the success of the mission. 
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The President of the United States takes pleasure in 

pre senting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to 

Richard E. Cyrus 

Boatswain's Mate Second Class 

United States Navy 

for service as set forth in the following 

PROPOSED CITATION: 

"For extraordinary heroism ~Ihile serv ing I~ith friendly 

foreign forces engaged in armed confl ict agai nst the North 

Vietnamese 2nd Viet Cong comm unist aggressors in the Republic 

of Vietnam. On 5 September 1969, Petty Offic~r ~.¥!"us was a 

mem ber of a six man United States Navy Seal Pi~~ on a miss ion ~~ 

to locate a meeting place of Viet Cong district level cadre in 

Lon~ An Province. After a helicopter inserted the ~y~ near ~I..:) 

the suspected enemy meeti ng site, the Squad sjJl it "into hlo 3-t"ltIN ~w 

teams and con cealed themselves in the surround i ng area . At 

that time t' ~($,8TEm - .tL , membe O" S " , iii started ~w 

to crawl towards the suspected Viet Cong meeting place while 

Petty Officer Cyru~~~aineg~pncealed to provide cover . NJ 
Suddenly, the, tl'lo,,~clril~"'un'oer heavy automatic l'leapons '"tS 
fire from two enemy positions. Petty Officer Cyrus immediately 

came to his feet and with complete disregard for his own 

p'ersonal safety, ran tO~lards the enemy pos ition delivering 

-several barrages of acc urate machine gun fit-e, I-Ihile simul­

~aneously radioing for United States Navy helicopter gunship 

support . Although wounded, he again exposed himself to 

heavy enemy fire to rejoin ~ two men and maintai n devastating ~ 

fire into the enemy emplacements, suppressing the enemy fire . 

Through his daring actions, and resolute fighting spirit, Petty 

Officer Cyrus was directly responsible for preventing the loss . 

of his entire squad ... ; thereby reflecting the highest credit ~~ 
upon himsel f and the Uni ted States Naval Service. " 


