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9 July 1974 

Dear Jud, 

Many thanks for your thoughtful letter 
marking the end of my tour as CNO.and for your 
generous reflections on my efforts. I will 
always be grateful for the opportunity that I 
had to serve our wonderful Navy and nation 
during those years. 

As a private citizen, I look forward to 
seeing you again in the not too distant future. 
You have my sincere best wishes for continued 
success and happiness. 

Warm regards, 

E. R. ZUMWALT, JR. 

Rear Admiral J. L. Smith, USNR 
Naval Reserve Readiness Command 
Naval Reserve Center 
Fort McHenry 
Baltimore. Maryland 21230 
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9 July 1974 

Dear Joey, 

Thank you for your wonderful letter and your 
heartwarming vote of confidence regarding my 
efforts as Chief of Naval Operations. I was so 
fortunate--and greteful--to have had the opportu­
nity to serve in that office, but even more to 
have had superlative Navy men and women such as 
you who stood with me in making needed changes, 
in riding out the storms, and in getting our won­
derful organization moving again. For all of 
this, I reciprocate your thanks in full measurel 

It would please me greatly to learn that 
you had ac~ved your 1650 designator goal and I 
hope you will keep me informed regarding this 
matter. One of my regrets inlleaving office was 
my inability to do more to ensure true equality 
of opportunity for Navy women, but I am hopeful 
that passage of the Equal Rights Amendment and 
the continuing interest of American society will 
facilitate even greater progress in this area. 




