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Admiral E.R. Ztimwalt~ Jr. 
Office, Chief Naval Operations 
Navy Department, Washington D~C. 

Dear Admiral Zumwalt: 

23 Jvlay, 1974 

I am' twenty-two years old" and ail honors graduate 
of Yale University, where I studied naval history. I 
realize the rather unusual circumstance of this letter, 
yet I need your, special' counse1 and advice.' , , 

~~ one love since early cb11dhoodhas been naval 
history, anCl I "had hoped to pursue its study through 
graduate school and beyond~ ,I had chosen as' specific 
f'ocuspel'iods of' challeng~ and crisis in the British, 
Japanese, andUn:l.tedStatts Navies. 

Graduate school"was more than a disappoiIitment. 
It was a Cul-de-sacf,'Of'f'ering no hope for any real appli- " 
cation of' all that bad spent. a lifetime in learning. ' 
I came· to realize"that what I really wanted was to be a 
pa:-t.of'a great navy. 

In order to give you an idea of my background, I 
have attached my undergraduate senior essay ~ which won 
a small-,prize from the History' Department. I think it 
speaks as well for my,belief that naval greatness and 
national greatness are synonomous and inseparable. 

I. want to thank you for your patience in bearing 
with'me. I really have but one question: Is there a 
place and a career for me in the United States Navy? 

:#2/1$.. 
Michael Vlahos 

; i, 
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Office, Chief Naval O~erations 
Navy Department 
Washinton. D.C'; 

Gentlemen! 

19 .June, 1974. 

I wcmld"appreciate your assistance. Would you be 
able to inform' me" as to whether my letter to Admiral Zumwalt ~ 
postmarked'the23rd of May, arrived at your:,office? 

If it was impossible unaer:' ,circumstances' to forward 
the, letter"toAdmlral Zumwalt~ would it be possible to 
reach him through other, channels?- " , 

" . "- ,,~. - ,.' . 

Barring this, I wouldbe:gratefUlif my package was 
returned. as it contains a -oa~rof some importance to me. 

Thank-you. 

\ _Z/~ 
Michael Vlahos 
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Prepared by: 
MRS. B. RA,'fl(S 

210 I Room 1011. Ext. 
.Dated: 11 June 1974 
Retyped ~ OfJ?-iFig:i!uR9rrg~ndence File Copy 
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JOHN VLAHOS. 

Dear Admiral Zumwalt: 

I must tell you how very much I appreciated your kindness in 
responding to my son ¥dchael's query about a career in the 
United States Navy. Though my tour of duty as an officer 
during World War II was limited to three years (the Marianas 
Operation, thereafter serving as Publications Officer for 
Radio Guam), I had been steeped enough in Naval tradition to 
encourage him in his desire to become a part of the Service. 
He would, I think, bring to it (even at his comparatively young 
age) a grasp of the role of Naval power in world history to the 
present time, and a vision of its place in the future, such as 
very few applicants, at even rarer moments, possess. 

I run the risk, I know, that all of this may have the ring of 
parental hyperbole, yet even that thought is not enough to 
make me pause. Not when someone is involved who, as a child, 
collected Jane's Fighting Ships as avidly as comic books, 
learned ships' specifications along with the multiplication 
tables, reconstructed historic battles in the tub, and held as 
heroes Nelson and Farragut and a handful of other great Naval 
commanders, then continued the learning chase ashore into the 
back rooms and chancelleries of the nations that shaped those 
events. Because he felt inadequately prepared in higher mathe­
matics, he backed off from a try for the Academy and opted 
instead for an alternative future as a Naval historian. He has 
found that too restrictive of his present energies and drive, 
but will surely return to it one day-renewed and enriched by 
the actual experiencing of Naval Service. 

He has begun the process by making application at the District 
Recruiting Office in Albany, New York, and is awaiting the 
results. vlhatever they may be, he will come away with his 
longtime sense of Navy As Reality not merely untouched and secure 
still, but reinforced by your warmly encouraging reply. 

As for myself, I am already vindicated: 
I knew you would not ignore his letter. 
I am deeply grateful. 

With the very best 

E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
Admiral, U. S. Navy 
Department of the Navy 
Washington, D. C. 

1// /fh~1 :5, 

having assured him that 
For which, as his father, 

of wishes for you, 
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