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Quinn Elliott 
Lcdr USN (ret) 

5 March 1996 

Admiral Zumwalt, 

Sir, 

It was indeed an honor and pleasure to speak with you last 
week. Enclosed are some copies we discussed. The Watch Bill's 
are fine but the other pages are blurred as originals are. 

As I informed you I discovered this folder in the back of an 
antique/flea market (more antique I suppose) store in Mufreesboro 
Tennessee in 1992. I immediately recogonized your name and being 
a history buff/collector I purchased the folder. The greater 
part of the folder contents deals with Lt. Ferguson's tour on 
the USS HATFIELD DD231. 

My Navy career briefly: Enlisted two weeks out of High School 
in 1962, became an Aviation Machinist's Mate (reciprocating) ADR. 
I slowly advanced up the ranks, taking plenty of time it seems 
to learn the authority and responsibility of the various paygrades. 
Made CPO at 15 years. Commissioned Ensign Limited Duty Officer 
in Aviation Maintenance just shy of 16 years time, advanced to 
E-8/E-9, remained by choice a temporary officer, promoted to Lcdr. 
in 1987, retired 30 years'1992. 

Admiral I find it difficult to fathom the severe drawdown 
and gutting of our military establishment since I have retired. 
It strikes me Sir that when you were CNO your Leadership was 
inspireing and enlightning (controversial to some Commanding Officers) 
I don't believe you wore the mantle of the much used phrase 
"political correct(ness)". From out here far removed from the 
power and intrigue, retirees I have contact with believe the 
Leadership has no backbone anymore. It appears there isn!t room 
for Warriors or boatrockers. Alas, I fear this abberation shall 
be to the detriment of our Armed Forces . 

My thoughts and my feelings were/are with you concerning 
your son. 

May these copies be of some significance to you. 
be of further assistance, please contact me. 

If I may 

Very Respecttully, 

~~ 
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March 12, 1996 

E. R. ZUMWALT, JR. 
ADMIRAL, U.s. NAVY {RET.) 

LCDR Quinn Elliott, USN (Ret.) 

Dear Quinn: 

Thank you for your letter of March 5. It will be nice to have 
the log records in my memory file. 

Your career sounds as though you were immensely successful. I 
congratulate you for it and thank you for your service to our 
country. 

I very much appreciated your comments about my tenure. 

Under separate cover, I am sending you an inscribed copy of my 
book, On Watch. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
Admiral, USN (Ret.) 

1000 Wilson Boulevard, suite 3105 
Arlington, VA 22209-3901 

Tel: (703) 527-5380 
Fax: (703) 528-5795 

, / 


