
CHARLES WILSON 
SECOND DISTRICT 

TEXAS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20SIS 

August 1, 1974 

Admiral E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
Naval Historical Center 
Building 210, Washington Navy Yard 
Washington, D. C. 20374 

Dear Admiral: 

The occasional associations with you and Mousa are 
among the most memorable of my first term in Congress. I 
hope that now that your responsibilities are less we can have 
an occasional visit. 

I don't recall attending any ceremony as impressive and 
graCious as your relief at Annapolis. As I overheard an offi­
cer saying at the reception, "When you have this kind of class 
guy, the ceremony is bound to be heavy." It was very suitable. 

Jerry is writing a weekly column for some ,60 newspapers 
in our District, and I am enclosing her effort for that day. 
Tell Mousa that she would have never been referred to as 
merely" the Admiral's wife", but that Jerry could not remem­
ber how to spell her name. There may be a 'little inaccuracy 
here and there, but I think you get the feeling. 

We have bracketed on opening rounds and will begin 
firing for effect at the end of the month. 

CW:dd 



. "., .. 

When a man retires, it's a· p ri v a i e and sad oceasim: • 
But when OUI coun"try's top Admiral feti~el,. ~t·. no~ only .. 
public, but doubly sad because Ad1.?ual Elmo Zumw.alt. .. 
]r~ is only 54 years old. And an individua~ like few ot-
hers. ' :.,.'" .... ;. .' ~. ~ ~ ,~. "'!';- "~' •• " 

01:1f' Congressman ~ad scribbled on the inv,~tation~~~." ~~ .. 
. Retirement Ceremony·definitely ..... So .. we be_ad~d·to 1 

Annapolis tbe Sat:nday before July 4th~ under ralny:Skies, 1 

and wondering if lbe,ceremony w,ouldsli 11 b~,held out~ 
side'., . ' . .' .. i.. !,' ,'",' . ~ 

Arriving a little late and hurryi"og aCross the U~S. Na ... -4 

val Academy campu~. we noticed th~ sun p~eking~tb{ou-- .l 

gb the ~ lou d s. And' the hundreds of seats' in the parade. ' 
are a of Boncroft Hall were fulL. \4[hite was 'the color of 

.\ the day. 
t And my spou~e wh.o DeVer ~ alks on the c 'ampus without 

remembering his days tbere and feeling 'a lillie like a:, 
lowly plebe, commeme,d that be'd never se_en So 'many 
Admirals before. . 

Speeches were rna'de. Then. Se~rei:ary of. Defense Sch­
lesinger. Then. Vice President ~Gerald Ford. But the 
speeches were unlike any at a fonnat' cere"inony tbat -I can 
r~member. The genui'ne and deep .... fee1ing~ of the~ men 

(. for Agmiral Zumwalt set the tone that flavored the day. 
Respect. Admiration, And ~ very real loss.for the Uni­
ted States Navy. 
""Then'it w as time for Admiral Zumwalt tO~Iespond. In 
hi~ w b i t'e sui t w ftb sw"ord at his 'side, he looked like a' 

, ~ovie' A~,mi~a~ with his well kn~w·Ii bushy ~)'ebrows, H~ 
reminisced over bis career. He gently teased Vice Piesi~ 

~ . demo Ford \,'ho will soon move into the ".Ad.miral's House.=. " 
\ He "e~eti tha!lked Mr.' "Ford ·~or ~ot.:~i~diri"g th~l he """resit- . .I 
~ "ned against this.' .. :. <0- ~.... " • 

Zumwalt appeared on Capitol Hill r~~ently to speak a-- .: 
gainst the use qf the "Admiral's ~0USE?" for the residence'"' 
of the Vice President of the United $rates4 Built io 1893 
for the director of the N a val Observatory:' the ra~bliDg 
hO).lse has been the home of all Chi e f s ·of."Naval' Opera­
tions for the.1ast 40 years. And with his u su a I sense of 
humor said •. "Even the roof leaks!" , J , __ .'':'' ___ '-_,' 

Sun., July 

t' ~ -Now: uilde; sUnny Skle;~ n'cibe~or~"'iiie7?m~i~gb~d: 
, reds, Admiral Zumwalt warned ,about the state 'of the U 
I S. Navy today. And tlic ;;;c.~ea:.eiD tbe effecuV:~e .. of 

tbe Russian fleet. And then, the'cOD!fov'e)sial'innov'ator' 
t who let Navy men grow longer hair and';;'e"" moustacbe.' I \ proc~eded to read !'Ut ,loud hi. awn di.;marge ordell. ' 
, .. ', Ast'",a~ b~mirig !eaile~ed, rc,,!,~do't bel~:Ye,tliat 

his voice could be so clear., And never falter. " 
-The ban:i·-play~d\'Rtffle! and Fl~il[isbei."' Tb~ d~~~ons 

boomed a 19 gU,n'saiute. 'siyiDg "Strike down my nagl" 
Adm i'ra! Zum>falt's',owo,penooal nag was lowered for , . '... ~"- .•. . 
tbe last time~'::L ... ~' t:t ;".t:: t - .. . .... - ": ~ 

A.I glanced around,Inoliced lbat I wa~'t the ~nly per-
son with a kleenex; ";' - '~-.:~ 4: .• 

,Then" typicaliy, !'e broke from custom and introduced 
b i s family of two daughIer. and teasiDgly called tbe two 
s'ons, "the la~)'er." '~n4'''ihe Marine." He presented reel 
rose s to his Manchurian bom and beautifu1 rave~ haired 
wife. Warmly. he said that be bad asked tbe U. S. Navy 
Band to play "The Impossible Dream" in her honor. Te­
asingly, he explained that he didn't want'M·r. Ford to 
think thflt it was meant for him. " 

,. The srrainsof"America" drifted overthethougbtfut 
crow d. "America •.. America ••• God shed his grace 
on thee. ,: .From "sea to shining sea. ~ .. _". -': ': • ~ 

Following tradition, the Zumwalts left-.. A nd' the re­
ception fonowing wa; i~ b on 0 ~ 'of the new Chief. Each 

" conversation had the saine theme. - such a sp e cia 1 and 
·moving day be~ause of, this sp~ci'al maii~' ."""_ ~i'-

And according to his orders. the following day Admiral 
Elmo Zumwalt, Jr. C_ lhe .youngest Chief of Na~al Ope-
ration~ -- beca!TIe a retired Itdmiral. ' .' - .' 



12 August 1974 

Dear Charlie, 

Thank you for your heartwarming letter of 
1 August with JerJY's wonderful column enclosed. 
Both Mouza and I had hoped to have the Change of 
Command different and special not only for us, 
but for all who attended and your comments made 
us feel that we were successful. We were particu­
larly grateful that both of you shared the day with 
us. 

Mouza and I plan to headquarter in this area 
for a time, allowing me to wind up the old while 
charting our future course. I am already committed 
to a year of lecturing and writing While watching 
with unabated interest developments in defense and 
the country as a whole. We have a remarkable 
resilience in this wonderful nation, so I am hopeful 
there will be llIuch good both to observe and perhaps 
to contribute. 

Mouza joins me in very best wishes to you and 
Jerry and we look forward to seeing you soon. 

The Honorable 
Charles Wilson 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D .C . 20515 

Warm regards, 

E. R. ZUMWALT, JR. 
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