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Hwan!1, rowaf(i~ Kim Yong 'Iun .1 

fAMIL V'S CLASSIt'ICATION BY DPRK GOVERNME'IT: 
In 1959. Kim II Sung instructed thaI all ramili~s in North l\.ori'a be (.·1 •• 5siiieQ as ~3Ii, n " ", to 

one of four 'catcgorles : (I) re\·oiurionary lcvel (comr~d~1 which is highc>lhor>ur : (2) P~l\, :C' ''('! 

(".hich :ncluded bo;h {1fficials and /I)r membcrs~: ( ~i ord.llar~ e l lI L~r.' w~"s e ~, a!11e s do nOi app",,,r 
on any "black lis"l: and \ ~ ) ami-go\-emmcm level. I\l y f~fT1 I' -' \\as 1Il carego(y 114 \'Iy f"l il tr 
had he~n executed ;:1 1950 so my whole ramily received lilt' ;t~ cl a~sll-', 2 inn 1.1\ fa!ller i'ad 
been a village chieL .\pparent;\ in 1988 . seven h:al \ !!I~ge people rc-p0 rlc'd 10 a cnmmlUcc c1;, 
my a<:ti\ itIe~ during my earlier residency in Korea l"htsc were comhl ;l~d '). Hh rep"r1S 'J, ;,i:'i: 
had also been made on me by Koreans ill rile U,S. about m\ a,' ll\ ,ties . Ktp,J/lc.Jly oOLh Ir.;, 
ralher and m~ stood accli~ed (wrongly') or hal ing killed \on:" peop!;:. ~h mother , rl ~d ;c c>.p .a:ll 
to rhe amllomics at that li me that I had never dOl:C such a rhlng <;h~ :(,Id guvernrn ~ 'll OTT""!). ) 
that I had only resided in Korea a \'Cr ) <;horl lim" and \:Ol:idn'[ ha'. ~ aone con~; '1!lI~d ,"eh elmo, 

.'\nmhcr rep:m [rom the Kvrean ~. medean communilY sa i.:! lhat I ~"d '"gh I ~\ el intlilcncc \\ li h 
the U,S . glwernmem. (l think cha- is "hy 1 was Invited ' (1 the: DPRK 111 )C)S9. ) Duri ng m~ i'l"q 
visit it. was falsely reporrtd 10 me thar hmh my IY'Jrh~rs had d:ed--o,[,' ot canl~er ~nd or,o: (! i ~"" 

while III army, Thus, ! had stopped making il1C]ll1rleS abour rh"rn 

THE SOl.lClTATION FOR MON£Y : 
for some rcason , Hwang lang Y(,P feels I ar.l a vcr\' i:Jtlucllliai paso:1 born v Ith in the lJ. ~. 

government and the Korean Ame,ic<ln COI1UllUI: i:y . D~"ng tno C(\tJ r'o t1' r,ur ,e'~ r!w rwo da) 
m~etings, lIwang ash.ed Ille to invest S 1.000 .000 in -':o,:h Kore;> It ;s : lrar K Il;' JU:lg II an.' 'he 
country desperately need ml'n~y. I·luang said he wc>uid l:wodtJa .r.c '.0 Kim Ju ni: II t""c n~ :H;ll:g 

just such a contribution He also sug!!e~:.ed ,ueh an :r, \·:,;ment Q; rl ~ ',<Oll ie Ilart rh':' pro,'[ ,; bl 
which m\' hrothers mlghl h~ re1ca' ecl . Any protit generarfd h <.Ic', ,,'1 "'.':<1 :11(' 11' wo"ld t,>" r, 

have to som~how be returned [0 Kim .lung II and dle fuche Fmll1t.la' on I t ':p l" ln~c! under I .S 
:aw I cannol make such a, In\'estm t' m I~gally. I wid I. im illl1\' bro'ilr rs \\ ould be: rel eased ,iIlJ f 

could get U.S . authorizarion for such an i;wcsm,cl1' rhe l~ I \I (' uid (I('~. r~,,) are nov. expe":;;'t! 
me 10 obr.air; ' rIch aurhl'rmvion. (Hwang alsn poi fFer! nul rl'.; ' nrhrr 'n\ 'c · 'OfS ' llc ludlllg 
Americans . arc nov, using third part\' Il1CCi;aflisms for nUking such '!I ',eSl' lI ,;lIl, 1f1 !'I,),lh f...ll[e ~.! 

BKOTI-lf'KS ' IMI'RISCINME:-JT: 
Bccausc of our category 1,14 '~Iassiticallon . !n !46~ 1111' older br.)tllcr ',\35 ll';d hf cou'd I.,) 

longer live in Pyongyang and 11ad to mo\ e I1nrlh towards ' he C'h:nest border. His wlte "i;S 11: :~(, 
:T1omhs pregnant at thai time . She didn't know ah0u: my fa-n i' \'\ ;1:' ~ tal li.,. S~" lol d me du:' n, 
Ihi, rrip when I 111fT wi~h her !ha! she ,,·i,heci she had kne,wn '>efort ~,;, r. J 8 ~, t aLer <";e ~c t ' 
r1Clrried . as there j, no tlj\ niC~ " she had no c;]oicc bu ~ '"Q ~;c(:epr t: .:- 51'.~.,\I'l"·' She ~nd m ~ ( !,, (l thcr 
staved in th is v i l!a~c unril 1 (nil . 'vi)' o lder nrother I ~ meci:arllc ,,·i.e) • ... as Ta::,c: :a Ihe ar ;;l\ He 
" ver\' clever vcr) well respected for his .ep~ir work and ere'all\ 't1 So he \\' a, I l k~d h, I~Je 
peclp le of his Village, But because of IllS family classitkal.oll 11 :5 raJ11l1:.' cou id ~Ol !r~,d fre~l , 
My ~ounger sister didn't "",111 '. ,n :flar r) !11 ,he :ou l1tr)sldc.--sh~ ·,'.amen;o n,arn tI1 l'yong~ ;'I"i ". 
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My older brother ~poke to tl~c local Secret police who are the unh ones who can change a 
t"amlly S SLalUS to allow them [(1 travel. One policeman help~d th~m ehang~ their 1lr.IU~ . SO my 
older brother Ihen took my SISI~r to Pyongyang where she lakr married . I A few years lacr. 
however, she died in an accident when gas filled her room--sometil11e he tween 1965-tiR) 

In 1970, atier my brother had had these commun ications w:th the ,ecret police :h",. poltcem~jn 
who had inil.lally helped him, changed his ~ttitude, He turned on my brother . a<;<;ul ing him or 
being againSt Kim II Sung , He told my brother that he was pan ot' a bad family, 1,\ JlIn~ of 1970 . 
my brl'thcr 10Id his wife he was having trouble with the polic~ and disclosed to her tile iaci thai 
our family had been classl1ied as #4 status, One rnorning (June 26). he told his witE' he ',,"'as 
going to pick something up at POSt oft ice. He never relUiIleu and she has no: spen him s:nce. (II 
was later learned that. earoule to the post oftice. m) brother had been am:sted and PUt 11lI0 

handcuffs; the police never informed my sis ter-in·law that her hu~band had been arc~\ted 
alLhOllgh it was understood when someone disappeared :ike :l1at whal had happened to :hem ) 

My younger hrother, who has t'>'o children, lived in a vi!lage neat my older hrother's village . 
My younger brother was ve ry angry over what happened [0 our older brolher, especially since 
both he and my older brother bad sen ed in the ,(rmy and had been honorably discharged H~ 

demanded t(. know from the same secrel policeman how they could do th is to our hrother i'.S the\ 
knew he haa done nothing against the govcrnmenl., \ Iy younger brO[iler was vety critical or' the 
secreL police who then said my younger brother also had to go priSO:l, But they allowed his 
I'amily to go with him, My m<.,ther decided to seay "here she was ,,·; th he~ oltl~ r son's daUf 'llcr­
in-la\\., ( It had been 45 years since 1 had ~een my mother. While (lffi:;ial ~ecmds shov. IT': 
mother's age as 97, she i, really 87, People tcnd Lt) report ear l i~r birrhcatcs as it enti tles ! IW1~ to 
receive cer\<,1n benefits earlicr, Ii ~ a,10t'ler t.hr;e years . tClr example . "hen she wil ; supposedly he 
100 according to go\ernment records, she will receive a <;or.gratulatorv notc fror:1 lr.e president 
and t~lC opportunity to get her famIly's Statu, changed,) 
R~eiving a #4 classification nOt ,'nly creates problcl~lS for a famil\ "ith the go\'crnmer.l hut 

also", ith thl: local villagers who tend to shun ~l!ch pcople The DPRK ,ays It ha5 110 jai ls -ius , 
group control organizatOns , Only Kim Jung 11 can authorize the release 0: allY poli[ical pr h('ner 
who is a Department to pr:soner (thus falling under the respwslb ilitv ot the <, ecr~t police l . 

My older brother has spent his imprisollm~11l i:: an undcrgrounc pri,on. N\ y young,er br01'Kr 
has been sent off to another prison (above ground) where he and o~hcr pri'0l~cr5 are al : ()w~d 1<.1 

have their families live with them . However. the children or such ~o l ll , cal pri~()ners recieve no 
education h } the )l;overnment. 

CONCERNIN G CURRENT FOOD SHORTACiE: 
The ofticial version as to whv Lhere is a food shortage is that i, is due to rhe follOWIng t2.c:ors: 

(1) an incre"sing population which jumped from 15 II) 25 mJilion: \2} there i5 no additiona l land 
available which would allow rice production 10 he increw;ed: and (3) the weather Tor th~ ia<;t '''vO 
year~ has been ve ry bad 

The renl reasons for the fooc shortage IS that it IS due to .he ~'ollowi :l g factors: (! I fer: :liler " 
111 extremely short suppl y (successful rice Yields normally depe nd on It Ileing ,pread at :ea" ' " 
times a vear--but fields now ar~ rarelv f~nili~ed more than two times and most places rece ive. a 
problen'; further exasper?ted b\ Nen!; Korea 's ina::l!llty [(I produce ferr ilizer) ' (21 farm ing 
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eqllipmt'nt is getting too old and lools ar~ in desperatelv sl:ort supply: and (3) there IS an 
electricity short.~gt' in coumryside (some ot which is c' iden! in Pyo llgyal:g where there have 
been short outagcs)--which mean:, irrigation equipment cannot he run (() irrig<.te ,he ricr. 
WIthout ferl1lize r. without water and Without basic farming equipment, one cannor expecI mu~h 
produ.:rion. The average Yield of rice for a 2.5 acre area is about ten tOrK Produclio'1 has noy" 
dropped to about 3.5 tons. 

Another reason cited for the rice shorCltge is the fact rhat Pyongyang, in the late 1980s. as a 
politIcal mo>,e decided to send rice to South Korea which had been devastated by floods . Ovc~ 
80.000 tons of riee was shipped south but it all came OUt of the three year reserve :--:onh Korea 
had built lip for its own use. Because of the interceding probJ.:ms <lbOl·e. Nonh Korea has n~v(;r 
b~Cll able to restore itS reserveS and now has nothing to fall b"ck Oil . 

There appeared to be no knowledge of the fact that South Korea rerurned the favor b~ sh ipPlng 
rice rf>cent l> to North Korea . 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM: 
The normal distribution llf food is achieved by villagers sending their ricl! to central 

distribution cemer . As rice is not grown every" here Ifl the COU ntr y. the gO\ ernmer.t takes in 
other crops grown elsewhere a[(lund the country and similarlv ,em lO thc cC'J1[rr. These crops 
Illcludc beans and corn. The rice IS then excha.nged for the heans and corn ~nd al l three--b~ans. 
rice and corn--are then distributed to all the vi llages, Bl, t now [here is no rice ava il able wi,h 
which lO make rhe exchange work . Unly the west coast and ,,)uth eastern pan of tl:c coumr) 
seem.~ to be producing it. The e,(;h;;nge program appears (Q b~ in bad :rouble. 

(lETIINn THE REAL PICTU RE IN NORTH KOREA ' 
1f one vi,its Pyongyang today. oae does not really get an apprecial ion for wbt is going. 011 111 

ttl.; rest of the courllr>. The only real nmiceah!e change is (hal there ure l e~ ., cars opcratin~ IhY,. 

than were opcratin!; last Febru~ry . 

I\lso tlyn,g o,er lhe c0untry 0( drtving the main hIghway d~s not prO\ Ide one ""til a 
completely ~ccurate picture. I stayed at the Social S<.:ienr;e Judl~. InS tltul~ guest hou,e. 

The main highway to the gut'S! house was closed due to ,he fact that trees .. \ er~ being cut along 
the road. (F.d i tor'~ ~Ole : When asked v.hy ~he trees v.ere betng cut. it was c'xplaincd the 
highway was being widcned Whil~ this does no~ seem \'ery pra(;ti~~1 fur a ,'ountry whir:h IS I ~ 

desperate l1/'~d for cash and which has minimal trafrlc 0:\ its roads . onc po,s iblc explanation !ll 

view of the power shorrage IS that these trees were being used ill[ iirt"Oud .) "~l! result of this 
activitv, we 11ad to take an alternat~ route over .1 cin road wl',ieh rook us through areas in wh ich 
rIce is normally gruwl1 I was surprised ;0 see the re W3S nl' rir:e being grown. 

The food shortage also became apparent a~ there was a noticeable dc~rea;e il: [he size ot the 
meals which were proVided (0 foreigners compared (0 the ,ize of the In~als rh~y enjoyed d:l r:ng 

carl ier "is its . 

CURRENT CUNDITIONS AND WHO IS RESPONSIBLE: 
The people appear not to blame Kim II Sung as being re~pons ible for the dire straits in w!li~h 

the country tinds itse.lf today. Nor. for thal matter . do they appear to hold a: l) allllllOSll), tOwards 
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K,m lung lJ either. Kim 11 Sung is clearly still held in \cr} high ~steem as rhe Country's sa\·ior. 
the people'r; an imosiry as ro rhelr (;urrenr siruatior appears to be reserved for lower level 
governmelll leaders--who are viewed as ext~~me. l y corrupc. It is reponed ,hat one cannot do 
anything without paying a brihe . Bribes are pa id wi th cash (a lrhough 110\' Ie» ~o due ro rile 
current shortage of money), (;igarenes . rice , etc. All oit1cials are co'rupt and bad . 

RiolS have already occurred in the norr l~ern parr of :he cou'1;ry near tile !v!allchl.ri"n border. 
The.se r iots---as well as the;: future ones which will undoubtedly come o~e daY--<ire wt rargded 
against Kim II Sung's pasr rule or Kim l ung 11'5 cu~retll ru l~--they arc against Ih~ village pa;ry 
oiticials . Villagers seem to be ccmcm \\ Ith [h~ L'ommul1isl svtem. they jusr want parry oflicial, 
"cleaned up. " The starval;on. however. is causi ng people ;0 tllrn 0 11 each O[he~ . There haw: bern 
widespread I ncident~ of villagers killing \ illagf:'n for food--or stealing from each ml,er. Tra",l 
110W is restricted. It is vlnually Imp05sible co tralc! ins ide or out,ide of Pyongyang NU'TIcrl' U~ 

military checkpoims ha,·f:' bee~ ser l.1P 011 rhe road~ . (Even rhe vehicle in " 'lich I "as r!di l~g 
whieh a.~ a Men.:edes indicated that II bclon,;;ed 10 a high gO\'efnm"nt official. did :lor escape 
scrutiny at the checkpoints as :t was SLOpped and its occlIpar.rs cilecke:1 ) 

Il is dear that the people are scared and the gO\'ernmcm ofticials are worrif:'d. There is a 
detlllitc concern tha the people may riot. which I believe to be ,he main r~.lSOI1 "hy Kim lung II 
has not yet officially taken oVer. Governmem officials I~am to take thil')!; one da:, at a rime . 

People arc dying In sig:1ificant numbers duc ro the fond shcm.ages . T hes'. ;Jcopk 'H)u lLi ic~ "a l : y 

I(ice to communicate their discontent with part)' oificials to the local party headquarter> bUI fear 
retribution against thei r families who wlluld 5t;1I hav~ [(\ li ve tilere 

Vi llages are s uppos~ to repon all food product ion to I.r.~ g()\'~rnment bu: have not il"en (Ininl' 
.\0. Many h.lve a loca: farme r 's market where one can fi nd. i:1 view llf c~rrent conditions qu ite <­

se!ect iol:. These item; obviously can be purchased if a buyer ~a, rhe money. T!lC pr ice 0.' a 20 
kilogram bag of rice is running about NK $1101 . As th~ local farmer onl) ~ar ns NK $100 ~cr 
vear. ho" can people afford sllch prices? I r olle gne" to rhe hlack I11rtrk~L one can e.ch: lr. ?e Ue;; 
$1 for NK $120 . The oTficial i'xchangt! Tate at the hotel is slgnitic3ml) lo·",·er-2.05. b'en 
government Mficiah are buying food a, these tar illers markt'l . ohviolJ,ly · ... ·il h rhe money rl!cy 
have gai ned t'TOm rlleir bribcs. 

October : Clth marks th ~ anniver\ary of the Communist Parry. Pyongyang is prepari~g lor a 
big celebration. A mi!lion j)eopk \\ Iii ~ aJ.,:c to th" ~tree:s to derntH1Srrale their support for The 
governmcnt. After putl lnilln a long \\ork day . the people emerge from buildll1gs ~o rra~llce d:elr 
prograrnme(~ ritua l for the upcoming celebration for another rou~ hour~ l da) . AS we dr:J\'e along 
thc strects . the people appeared trom e\'~~ ywhere a, ifha\in" received a so!:t.ary signallo do so. 
They then beg~ n practicing lh~ir chal:!' . cheers . o;:rc -',S (il e people flooced the streets. \Ie had l(1 

stop our Car 
Tn m\' op ·,nion. North Knr~a is in deep troub le . Ir 's like a b llbbl~ abOUT to bUIST . There" no 

wav rhe COLI ~ t~\' Will slI,vj\ c . Bur IhL mass riot, ~ nd cvc l~I'J31 collapSe wli ! POI neCbS;l! ti} 
happen 'Ighl a~ay. The relJ'lll1 for thiS IS that thi! p<)f1ulauor. 11 [h~ PYl)ngyan)! arf:'U I' rca,clnahly 
happy and provided for J, til is rime. While they .'.J' e hungry. rh ey ?re no: 5r,,:-. il1g. '1 here are <. ,at 
of people and there i, a lot of po,.e,· in Py()ng)'al~~ . 

Anoth~r reason the collapse will be larer rarh~r ,han ~Ullner i., that the t\()rrh Kllrean ap~l )' I> 

happy . Its soldIers . relarively speaking . live we!1 a!ld are well dressed--they r.,e not hungry . 
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lI'105t young men wal1lto join (he army so ,hey .:an eat l..tc I~ beHer in the service Than any 
\.\ here e~Sf> 

I predict the collapse ot :-"onh Kor~a is ·.er, pl1>sib:e--quite po> s:bly ' ~ i th i n t~e next five 
Vl' .lJS . 

WHO IS RIJNNING THE COUNTRY : 
Right now. Kim Jung 11 runs the coulllry al0!lg WHh his ,mer. KI:n JU!lg II ane hi~ sisltr :12'.< 

their step-mother and her two children. The la :te: are never invited to ,)fiiciaJ functions such as 
Ih., one year anniversary comrnemoraflon marking the dearh 01' Kun II Sung. Klfll JJl1g U's ,I,rer 
IS ahout twe to thr~t! years ~ounger than her brother H', si , ter is vcry ;mporrant in th~ pany . 

sharing power just below the secretariat lel'e:1 (minister level) , His s:srer is ser.i !1~ as the 
M1tlISler or EngIneer ing and Industry, wlHe!l I, eOll"d~ rfd a .u, i:nponant ;lOS lt IOil. Her 
hllsh~n(l , Kim Jung W, brmher-in-Iaw is Chanj? Song Tal< Chang is ,on~ idt:rt:d rLl hc The 
:1Umber mo man in North Korea allh is tim:;. He IS :lh()l.! I 5~ years old am.! ( ol:trol, !he scercI 
police and all the parry. No one ::an see Kim Jung It withou t first ~o:ng t~r,)ugh C~ang Wi ~h 

the except.ion of the arm~ . he h&~ lOlal poy..;r ~:lder Kim l ung Ii (C o;:r ~ ol of ~he army :S shar:d 
hy Kim lung II and some OTher indiv idual who \I·as not idemiiid 1(1 me.) ('~Iilng c(.ntrols 
political pri,one.rs as well. (There is a ti~-i:l iJelween HW::':li; a;!d C;lang as Chang s SlSt~ ~ is 
married to Hwang's son--thus Hwang is well <.:o:rn~,, (ec to tnt twO it'll officials . ) 

TOTAL P.06 


