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:(arch 10, 1988 

:(r . Jack Hit t, Senior Editor Harper's Magazine 
666 Broad«ay 
Ne" York, Ne," York 10012 

Dear Mr. Hitt, 

I have received your letter of 1 March informing me that Harper's Hagazine plans to undertake a r e -examination of our Nation's defense strategy. I commend you for your effor t, which is of vital importance in view of the changes in the military balance world wide. Furthermore, we are currently focused on a radiclll reduction in the defense budget of the United States. However, my commendation stops abruptly at this point. I am appalled to note that your prestigious magazine, which has been available to the American people for decades, would involve Gene LaRocque, Rear Admiral, USN, (Ret.) in this important program . . 
You have gone so lar as to set the stage by l eading off with an article by LaRocque entitled, "Defending America ." LaRocque's article sets forth exactly what the Soviets, through their mis­information program, have been injecting into the media in the United States for some time. Len in said words to the effect that it ,"as unneces sary for the Communist to publish a paper in the United States because no one ,"ould read it. Rather he said we must prevail upon the media in the United States to write what ,"e ,"ould write if ,"e had a pape r. Ha rper ' 5 ~Iagazine is on the verge of doing ju s t that. 

I am enclosing herewith some i mpor t ant documenta tion in order to expla in to you why I am so concerned ove r the idea of Harper ' s Magaz ine publicizing LaRocque 's views which continually parrot the communis t line . A recen t report, en titled "Sovie t Ac tive 
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Neasures in the United States, 1986-1987 " by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, describes the activities of the Center for Defense Information, which i s directed by Gene LaRocque. 
According to this report, "'h ile no t officially affiliated with the Sovie t front organization, Larocque has, on numerous occasions , me t ',i th Red Army Gener al ~likhai1 Nilshtvn, a member of Soviet Intelligence . LaRocque f requent Iv r epeats the Soviet position and, accompanied by a member of t h ~ Sov i e t embassy, has gone so far as to visit Russia and criti c ize th e Unit ed States on the Soviet T.V. net"orks. This unpat riotic act, as "ell as others, motivated several hundred retired Admirals t o publish a full-pa ge ad in The "ashington Times, calling attention t o LaRocque's conduct. For your information , LaRocque, while on active duty, "as a very junior Rear Admiral for a short while with very little time at sea. He "as never assigned a s eriou s command afloat. Ne ither by performance no r experience i s he qualified to write a professional article on national defense strategy . I could not help but note that LaRocque was one of the select few invited to Gorbachev's press conference at the Soviet embassy during his recent visit to \o!ashington. 

A review of copies of Th~ Defense Monitor, LaRocque'~ periodical, shows that LaRocque has criticized every weapon under develop­ment by the United States and has been particularly critical of the SDI program. LaRocque states his position in Volume XVII, Ill. This position is included in his "Defending America" which you propose to use as the base-line for your discussion. 
On many occasions I have been invited by both publishing houses and the national T.V. networks to appear on the sam~ program as LaRocque. This, I have refused to do. I do not tolerate indi­viduals who continue to criticize their own country and take 

an extreme position across the board, while at the same time r emain willing to receive retiremen t pay from our country which they endeavor to weaken, to the advant age of our Number One 
opponent. 

In short, I 
this effort 

say to you, leave me out . 
along the lines apparently 

If you decide to continue 
underway at this time, 
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I "ill not participate . It is my hope that you "ill undertake a re-examination of ou r Nation's defense strategy, and will not publish informa tion which proves , without a doubt, that Lenin "as right. 

Enclosures: 1) 

Sincerely, 

f , 

Thomas H. Hoo rer 
Admiral, USN (Ret . ) 

FBI Report (enterred in Congressional Record by Congressman Hilliam Young of Florida) 
2) Ne'vsp age (this information enterred in Congressional Record by Congressman Henry Hyde of Illinois) 
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