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THE GOD LETTERS 

Admiral Elmo Zumwalt 

1500 Wilson Boulevard 

Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Sir 1!1adam: 

.,... . 

Eas t San dwi ch , MA 
USA 

Tele p hone : 

October 12, 19B3 

OCT 1 7 1953 

Some til:\e ago I wrote to you and other pro::linent people arol.!nd the 

,,-'orld inqu i=ing as to your views concerrJing b~li~;' iu Gud . T~-,o::; 

qu~stior.s I posed were: Do you believe i n God? And , if so, how did 

God make himself known to you? My purpose ,,"'as to gather data on t.he 

great variety of ways that people understan d and view God. I chose to 

writ~ in the guise of a fifth-gra d er in order to obtain sincere, 

unguarded , "from the heart" replies . 

The results have been overwhelming . I r.ave a colJ ection of inspiring, 

educational and ofte:1 amusing resp0:1ses . I am planrdng to publish a 

b ook which will compare current significant opinion on this subject 

with tha t of ea.lier cent.uries. The book will include bot.h t.he devout. 

and the doubtful: 

St. Tr.omal' Aquinas: "Reason in man is rather like God in the 

world . " 

Mark Twain: "If t here was an all-powerful God, he would have 

made all good , and no bad." 

Herman Mel viU e: "Yea and Nay - Each hath his say: But God 

He keeps the midd le 'Nay." 

I thank you f or your graciousness in responding t o my questions. I 

would like to include your reply along with those of Jacques Cousteau, 

l-.1othe~ Teresa I !·1arcel Marceau, toJill Durant a;"J.d c":hers as represen­

tatives of 20th Century thinking. 

Enclosed is a copy of your response. I am requesting your permission 

to print your repl .' in 1:\1' book . Please sign the enclosed grant of 

permission a nd return it to me in the s e lf-addressed , stamped envelope. 

A compl imentary copy of the book will be forwarded to you upon 

pUbli cation . 

Thank you for your reply. 

PRig"" 
Enclosures 

Si:1cerely, 

Qct4~ 
Paul Rifkin 
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E. R. ZUMWALT. JR. 
ADMIRAL. U. S. NAVY IRH.' 

21 November 1980 

Mr . Paul Rifkin 

East Sandwich, Massachusetts 
Dear Paul : 

God first made His presence known to me in the battle of Surigao Straits when the Japanese battleships had opened up on my destroyer with their main battery guns . The first salvo was over. The second salvo was short. The t hird salvo would have hit but, at that point, our torpedoes hit them and our U.S. battleships opened up on them . The Ja panese shifted their fire and we were not hit . After­wards, we discovered that every man on our ship was pray­ing at that moment. 

I have not always been constant in my prayers, but I have found that, in adversity, He is there and quite forgiving for my 1 apses. 

A 11 bes t wi shes to you . 

5 i ncerel y, 

( }()y "'ft~rJ-
L 

E. R. Zumwalt, Jr . 
1500 Wil son Soul evard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 703/841 -8960 

- - -_._.- ._ .. - -- --_.- - .- ---

I he r ewith 'live Paul Rifki n pe rmi ss ion to i nc l u d e 
t his r e,;pon"e i n hi s f o r thcom inCl book . 

SI GNA'nJRE 
l tz --- ---. 

- ---- - - --_. 


