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DATE : April 28, 1994 
TO: Admiral Elmo Zumwalt. Jr 
lJear Admiral Zumwalt: 

I would like to coordlnatt w:lth you a" closel), and fre ue lily as possible on 
OUI ujJt:UII11ng tnp to Vietnam because I have found it take enormous energy and 
planning to complete a fraction of what one hopes to do on each tnp to Vletllam, 
and I believe you are hoping to do very much In a very short I me period 
The VIetnamese have a custom ofha\-1ng one agency host edch delegation's \1slt. 
That Vietnamese organlzaUon e~,ent!ally "owns" the delegation and its member 
during the stay TIley will cooperate with other organizations but each government 
~ency has Its own ru es and as Is the case w:lth any country, espectallyVletnam, 
the rules can be cumbersome and work quite slow at times . Interestingly. the 
military Is usually very emclent. 

The press v. have to e given ptrmisslon by the appro riate agl"O<.:y to 
accumpanyus TheywlU have separate "mlnders . You w:l1l be wtlcome to see and 
\1slt almost any place and any person. if available and nN too controver!:ilal. but 
llim: Is usually need I'd md a\ itilabillly \ane markedly. as It would elsewhere. 
You w:Ill be welcome to meet ....,1U1 any level of govemnlellt offiCial you v.1sh. 
lneluulng th l" presldull. lht! conunuIDst party leader. foreign minister health 
minister , or member ... of Ole 10·80 COmIT' tttee. the Agent Oran~e re<;ear( hers. 
"1 ( .. 

Everything mO\-es \' ry slowl)' In Vietnam, so organizIng as mue h n auvalll,e 
as possible IS very us(Jul Also, cars break down, phone and fax lilies do n01 
work. etc. with great frequency \ 'e will have to be pre ed to be very llexible 

It seems to me reasonable 0 have all their scientiflc. ubllrations long 
before we go. Then v,:e can focus on people and places Essentially. the 
Vietnamese researc.h suggests an increase in some types of cancers, ego liver 
canct:rs, and some congenital malfonnations trom pot.ential Agent Orange 
exposure. Their weakress Is In exposure estimation, control tor ollier pOSSible 
causes of heallli effects_ and not ha,;ng good control populations , Also, their 
re earch Is done by the eqUivalent of our Veteran Administration, a gcvernment 
agency which has many talented people but Is not up to the highest standards 
of academic research and s partially funded by the nallonal government ir HanOI 
W:lth an eye to Ule propoganda "alue of any positive findIngs My lmpresslon Is 
Ulat negative findings would make t.he govemme· "try unhappy. For thl;, reason. 
we will have to do most of our rt:search w:lth our own US teams, even though we 
IlIU!:il work v.1th Ule rletnamese who do understand their cOLi.ntry better than we 
tlu. There are compellng group of Vi tnamese Agent Orange researchers with 
widely different points uf vit:ws as to the health consequences. We will be 
presenteu with the "otllclal View unless we can have private Informal meetings, 
which will be highly unlikely on a very short trip. 

I plan to I e back in Wa~hlngton brietly May 16 for a re!'learch meeting at 
EPA. I hope to Involve them 1n dloxll1 rrsearch. If you think we should meet for 
a short tlmt: then, I ....,111 try to an'arlge it. We can also communicate by fax or 
phone, If there are people such as lIeterans' groups or congressional staffers I 
should meet v.1th. I might be able to leave May 17 Instead of the 16. 

Please get back to me w!ten convenient so that we may begin to plan all 
aspects of the trtp With warmest regard!>. I remain 
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