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STATEMENT BY ADMIRAL E. R. ZUM'..IALT, JR., RETIRED CHIEF OF NAVAL 

OPERATIONS, ON THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY, JULY 20, OF TURKEY'S INVASION 

OF CYPRUS--STATEMENT AS FOLLOWS: 

: 

Sunday marks the f irst anniversary of the invasion of Cyprus by 

Turkey. The Congress of the United States is locked into a collision 

course with the Secretary of State on fundamental U.S. foreign policy. 

The debate begins this week in the House of Representatives on Dr. 

Kissinger's proposal to lift the ban on further American arms to Turkey. 

In this escalating controversy, I commend to the attention of the 

Congress and the press a precise statement of the true moral issues and , 

the best interests of the United States by General James A. Van Fleet, 

who implemented the Truman Doctrine against a Soviet inspired Communist 

insurgency ' in post-World WarE Greece without loss of a single American 

in uniform: 
. 

As one whose entire career has been 'in the Armed Forces 

of the United States, I believe that our country and our NATO 

partners must stand against aggression, whether by, friend or 

foe . To do ' othe rwi se would be a renunciation of a fundamen tal 

princi ple of our foreign policy--to oppose aggress ion, not aid 

or acqui ese , in i t. I must condemn the continued acts of 

Turkish aggression aga inst Cyprus and its people. It is 

unconscionable tha t the Government of the United Sta tes should 

surrender to the threat of Turkey to close our bases there. 

This is capitulation to blackmail and unworthy of our country. 

History teaches and I accept t he wisdom 

leader i n World War I, Clemenceau of France: 

matter to be entrusted t o the military." 

of a warning by a great allied 
"War is much too serious a 

May I suggest a contemporary corollary to that Clemenceau axiom: 

"Peac;e is too complicated to be entrusted to any s i~gl e d_iplomat." 

Dr. Kissinger has marsha ll ed his propagandists to convince CongreSS' 

that U.S. installations in Turkey are techni cally more important than 

American relations with Greece . There is a su preme irony in this argument ', 

because when the military junta was imposing a dictatorship on Greece, the , 

argument then was that Greek bases were of most vital importance to NATO 

and the U.S . Sixth Fleet. Now t hat a Democratic Government has at l ong l ast 

returned to Greece, Dr. Kissinger tilts toward Turkey. ' 
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I believe the best interests of America and of NATO require the 

friendship of both Greece and Turkey . 

But to pit one country against another in this way is as dangerously ­
inFl ammable and di visive in foreign policy as it is in the Halls of Congress. 
However, if a choi ce is to be forced betl'ieen our mi 1 i tary i nsta 11 ati ons in 
Turkey and the continuation of 'the support of U.S. installations by a 
democratic government in Greece, then in my judgement, the Congress should 
cast a vote for Greece, and against the Kissinger amendment to lift the ban 
on U.S. arms to Turkey. I n my opi ni on, ex i sti ng and pot,enti a 1 mil i tary 
bases in Greece are more important to us than our installations in Turkey. 

There is another matter of concern regarding Turkey. As the harvest of 
opium poppies begins this week in Turkey, all Americans should remember 
that Turkey unilaterally rescinded the ban on the growing of opium poppies 
for which U.S. Government agreed in return to pay Turkey $35 million over 
a three-year period. U.S. taxpayers have already supplied $15 million of 
this sum to Turkey . 

• Thus, to Turkey's aggression against the Island of Cyprus, using 
Ameri can arms, has been added her aggress i on aga i nst an enti r e generati on 
of young Americans with opium grown in Turkish soil. 

The current controversy has been distorted into a political test of 
strength between the Administration and what they have characterized as 
"the ethnic politics of the Greek l obby." That is a very un-American 
argument at a time when this nation of emigrants enters our Bicentennial 
Year. The ban on future American arms to Turkey is not an "ethnic" and 
certainly not a Greek issue. It is fundamental American policy on which 
in other times I -have seen the Navy used as an instrument of enforcement. 
T~lice the Sixth Fleet was ordered into the waters between Turkey and Cyprus 
as clear warning by an American President against Turkish aggression. And 
you will remember that there was no aggression because American policy was 
then crystal clear. Regretably there was no po li cy at the time of the 
invasion of Cyprus last year. Today, only Congress can clarify American 
policy in this controversy. That is the chal l enge of the debate on the 
Kissinger amendment this week, Seven months ago, that policy was debated 
and a judgement was then made clear. By a margin of 199 votes in the House, 
the amendment calling for a ban on further American arms to Turkey was i 
overwhelmingly passed. In my judgement that verdict should be repeated this 
~/eek by the defeat of the Kissinger amendment, 5.846. I 
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