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THE '/IETNNI CONFLICT 

IT 9.2 million military ?=r2cnr.e~ 
(8/S/64 through 5/7/751 

during the Vietnam Era 

,r :\[1 esti.mated ].1 milli':.T~ ~;'2:'C:3:::::; 3~::':'?8 :.=-: '~:~e .s'_"I~L:i{=21st Asia Theater (Vietnam, Laos, Camtcc:'a, :li.S':·,:' ~::e"';:3 =.3~>:~~ '::i -=-;~.Ji':'anur and sailors in the South China Sea) 

AGEtlT ORANGE 

Agent Orange was a herbic:..ce 1Js~d i;; '/i::;t:"l:::.!71 to c'2!,')li.::!:e trees and relfXJVe cover for the enemy. Agent. Ora~;g'2 s-praying missior.s ';;'ere conducted in Vietnam bet'.;een January 1965 and ;,pril 1970. ,Shi:c?,?j in oLo.lnac-striP€d barrels, Agent Orange was a reddish-brc'"n !iqll:d ccnt3inir,'~ :',;0 ileo:biciJes: 2, ~,5-trichloropheno;('jacetic ac:::J (2,~, S-TI 2r,j 2, ~-,ji',':llorophelloxyacetic acid (2/~-D). One of the hertic::'de':'i -- ;:,·;,5-·:.' ._- ·,.;as c'.:.mt2inlnat~ in tbe manufacturing precess ..... .:.:~ 2,?, - I = ~:;''': :,' ::\.:::.~ ~~' = ] i:_ :;:-. ~,J-'~:>- dioi~in, also known as TcnD or, more cOl1l1lOnly, ::jiClXi:1. 

Various chemical herbic:'des ',,,'er? ~~!='~~Y'::_: ~.:-! ':i·2:t.';')~'":l Zit diff'2rent times -­dur~rJg different years 33 ','eE dS ::'.[:0,""" -0c·c:c~.3 ')~':JLlse of th~ variety of ve(~etation and envirorL7€n::al cc:~,j':': ~,:_,;::-;. 

The ;listory of herbiciCes :or :n~~iC},,' US.2 .:?,t2~ co ',.;O[lJ ~~ar II. During the ear~':/ oart of the w'ar, i.nte~2s::, 3.~r:2'2 ~:J C:l'~;:'.:c.::l~ :;12t: could be used for crop dose ~uction. ~ ch9mi(:a~3 ',.;e~~ '~C:':';..;_ ~,:?e<: )2 :: :-e::?I} ~:: '17- those early efforts -- ,:,~,D and 2,4,5-T. Al':h'2'J'~~ :--.'2::::2~ ,::;E:1l2.' .. ::-::1 '.:<J~' ,_!~~.,:J in :-lor1d vlar II, the '/all._:e of their use in · ... ·ee-d and '2:''':~'l1 CO;i::'::O], ~_'l':V:[:!!~l.s '.F,S recognized, and both chem':'ca13 ~av'2 been used ·,-,::'::e11' ::.~['Jur:.~:-:CIJ: ::~e ·.,."\]~l·~ .:1;1~·~e U1O:= 1940s by Earme:s, foresters and ;;cmeC'.,mers. 

fhe Jeoartment of Veterans .~.ffa:'::::3 :-;·33 L:-e~~l ::';-;'.'0: ':r:'d 2.n t.:ie .'3earch for answers abo~t Agent Orange since :973: 

11" ~/A. developed the Agent Orar;ge ?'2'~~3:':;:!' ~nd ::;':Z"~':'na~iofl ~rogrJ.m in 1978 to ide!ltify Vietnam veterans ;';[:0 are (:o:-:C'e!":~erj. arY.]~:- h~j'2;~t ,·::,:'~:allge exp~sur~. AS of J:jne 30, 1993, 226,-122 ?ietn,:.',,:~ ':e~':'''::cC:.ns :;;::'\:'.0: ::-e:::':l p;:o',/lded exaITllnatlons unde:c tLe Registry P~cgra.rll. 'it\ :"'.3in':c:':.~: '3 l. <'_-:~._' ~t;~~-:,::~J rEgistry of data from thes-2 '~xaminations. 

~ Public La',,; 97-72, sirjned .:.:: r;()I.:'2~.l>-?r ~';?'31., ::="J:..:::=;:-i.:ed \':\ to provide free r:1eJi'=al treatment, on a c:ior.!.c'l 2-:12i.3 1 v' ·:~~:.'2:'::!l= ~0>: r;'::21th problems that met'! j-= related to Aqent Orar.c:e ~i;::O':U~'~, 'J,\ ,'~::;:"::;-~2~ '~Ldt veterans who served ·,cji.thi~ the t.XJrders ;f ?iet;;3.;; ""'e~e C-:XI:02eC to~ .':."J;~!;'c. ~~2;-,.r_:~~. 



"" ""'1 Ie Adv' C 'tt ··p.::l1 .... h_;;Cll~rp,..:; :-~;:~c:rr<::' )f ::~r;-,i("'i.dc.~ "as " " ... ~ lsory orranl e-e on r.~ .... __ .l "~. __ . __ ",, .... ______ ( •• __ ' ___ ~~ w 

:.3' ... :.blished in 1979 to resolve i53',,:e5 S~":!:,!:"8'....::-::j:';;'] :::e pr.).ssible h~alth effects 
1:"'1£ i1erbicides on Vietnam veterans. v;.. al so -2.st.abli~hed !:he AJvisory Committee 
In Environmental Hazards, consis::r:g of r.c::-:-', .. '?~ e!:~=>=rt.s in (::jio;{in and radiation 
-:;-:90sure as well as se'/eral lay rrerrber3" ::..; 'J,j'/:::;? t.!V2 's0c:,2Lary on the 
r~~sults of Agent orange-related :-essar:-:: .. ar.:: ;s·~'j:_c.tur1', ac31'lilllstrative and 
legislative initiatives. ~';ith passage of ?:"';2~:'-': "-2:"; lO~,>·L 'dhich mandated the 
:l.3.t:ional Acaderrrt of Sciences scudy, tLe cs~"'i :~..:.~-= :~~:s ;:ut L·e·::n reviewing 
jioxin-related studies. 

'J 'iA has conducted and published ,.","'ee~OU3 =~~::i~s c'n 'cl:'c lleiiEil of Vietnam 
~/Eter3ns, associated either with he~0i::ic-'2 (::O-:Exx:;ur--? '->r !.:he ~l5.2tnom 

::::<perience. Six other studies are :n vari'::::; sta: .. :-?s of crJ:r"~)10tinn. 

'I The tlational AcadeITrj of Sciences (N~,S) Cc::~~c:,?j il study [o)!: the Department 
,_1[ Veterans Affairs, at the directior'; l)f Cor:crr2~:;, t.o r.·~vir~w 2nd evaluate 
s.''1ailable scientific literature on tr:~ e,S3cciati..:'n t~t'".'.:?e!l '.'Zirious diseases 
2.nd herbicide exposure. MAS re'lie~"ed rut'2 'chan 6, 000 3l)sUa,~ts of scientific 
or mEdical articles and conducted setaiJ.ed 3.1:::.1..ysis af 2JO epiue:niologic 
studies. R~ determined that sufficient r:vi{~ence ~xist_"'i r~.f an association 
!:Jet'ween herbicide exposure and so:t-'~iss'Je, ':c::-",.xJgdn' S ,c,":nt;homa, Hodgkin' s 
jisease, chloracne and [XJrphj'ria c: . .::ai:sc. :2!.:':2 (a ~i';~r Ji.:order). 

,: .:rio: to the completicn 0: t~;c: :~~~ .~, .. _~.~, .. j. _.:. ___ .. ~4.! ":":~~~G'jLli~ed 

30it-t.issue sarcoma, non-Hodgkin I s l'r,:~_~i~O::-'3 (~.~:j :;;-;10r2'::::12 as ;)ein(j linked to 
,:~(y::nt Orange exposure or Vietnan se~· ... i'':'=f a.n':.i ::33 '::::C:!l ~Jyili~ compensation to 
~l~i:erLlns for these conditions. 

·r Based on the results of the itAS St'..1C~·, d\ .;.2 ::C·.~-l.:~':;l :;C<.;(Jk~n' s disease and 
~)()[rhyria cutanea tarda to the list uf ,3:,;:;':::'::::;5 .:, .... ::€r.;(_~~]ni::(;::: 03 being linked 
'co eX[Josure to Agent Orange and cc~er ;:~,j:'::'C:e~. 

';: 'ii\ ',;ill being developing regulac:'sr:s Xl :"_'c:~:i~,' 3 Ji32~S2 imd porphyria 
C'.lc.:mea tarda. The Agent Oranje ~,~c I?,o:':'" 'il'" ~:;=-,;), '.;i1i..: l l I1l2ndated the 
,,3')5,000 [1A.S study, gives 'fA until ':h~ :3"::': ?2.::-t :f ,C01U2:'j" 1994 to publish 
:i:-lal regulations. At that time, VA can ~~.?·:.1~1~ 2:,.;arci:1(~; :ji~aifility 
()~':npensation to ·Jeterans who have t:;e::e ccr~.ji ~i.o!.s. 

'f ;,s of July 13, 1993, 40,097 Agent Orang"-:~2~t2.j cLi!1S !;JO been filed with 
','.".. 7his figure includes claims f'J[ Gi.:~::Ji ~i c'i~c:;?ens~l,_ ,_ C':: ,'nd death 
clJ . .i.;ns. Compensation has been paij :n '553 ,::_:525, ,jlt!;:"'l~(~':~ ;lCt all related to 
.0.'-J 1?I1t 'Jrar.rje exposure. Scrr:e 29,000 cluir..::; a.:S F·-::~.C~:!l'-], .1:.:'2 co Lhe rrovisions 
"f a :a',.{suit settlement and ?ublic L,,',; "O>.!, 


