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THe VIETHAM CONF LICT

T 9.2 million military cerzeonrel sarves Choattive dunv Juring the Vietnam Era
(8/5/64 through 5/7/73)

T An estimated 3.1 million verarans Lhotne Zoulhesst Asia Theater
(Vietnam, Laos, Cambecis, Ilight Crews zased oo “hatland, and sailors in Lhe

South China Sea)

T An estimated 2.6 millicn perzonnel terved within rhe borders of South Vietnam

AGENT ORANGE

Agent Orange was a hercicicde used in Vietnam ko defolizte trees and remove
covar for the enemy. Agent Orangs EPraying missions ware conducted in Vietnam
between January 1965 and ADril 19790, Shivpsd in orange~-striped barrels, Agent
Orange was a reddish-brown rigquig centaining Swo herbicides:
2,4,S-trichlorcphenoxyace:ic acid (2,4,3-T) anrg <, :=dizhlorophenoxyacetic acid
(2,4-D). One of the herticide; -- 2ty 57 -- yas contaminated in the

t::jiLe:;;n;-dioxin, also known as

marufacturing prccess With 2,7,7,C-noraoi
TCDD or, more commeonly, Zdioxin.
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VA RESPONSE TO CONCERNS ABOUT AGDNT DRANGE

The Department of Veterans 3ffzirs has Lasn involved In the search for answers
about Agent Orange since

T VA Jeveloped the Agent QOrange ReTisyy and Examinarion Pregram in 1978 to
identify Vietnam vVeterans wno are concarned apoyg- Adent Drange exposure. As
of Jurne 30, 1993, 226,422 Vistnam veterans Lave oo tovided examinations
under the Registry Pregram. va ~ai ERG Wiohed 24 registry of data from

thesa AXaminations,

T Public Law 97-72, signed in Lo BUL ed VA to provide free
medical treatment’ on a p:io:i“"" fa¥; R Ve ! n2alth problams that
maY 22 related to Agent Oranzs axrcozura A <25 that veterans who served
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7 Va's advisory Committee on Health-Relared fffects of Hardicides was

:zLablished in 1979 to resclve issues surrcunding the possible health effects

of nerbicides on Vietnam veterans. VA also =staplished the Advisory Committee
sisting ¢ U oAy in Jdioxin and radiation
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i WA nhas conducted and published cn the health of Vietnam
veterans, associated either with herbicide exposure or the ¥iztnam
sxparience, Six other studies are in varying staces of corplatien,
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T The Hational Academy of Sciencas (NAS) conducted o study
£ Veterans Affairs, at the direction of Congrzss, to ¢
zvailable scientific literature on the a £l
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tetween herbicide exposure and soft-tissus, nop-todukin®s lymphoma, Hodgkin's
disease, chloracne and porphyria cutanszz zardz {(a liver dizorder).
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% Based on the results of the !AS Nedighin's Jdissase and
Lorphyria cutanea tarda to the cosnizes as being linked
SO =iposure to Agent Qrange and o©

W VA will being develoring regulaticns Hodzhin's disezas2 and porphyria
cucanea tarda. The Agent Orange Act {Tu Law J22-4), which mandated the
5595.000 HAS study, gives VA until uhe lavtar part 2f February 1994 to publish
Zinal regulations. At that time, V. Dagin awarding dizabilivy
Lﬂmoensatlon to veterans who have i ons

T a3 of July 13, 1993, 40,097 Agent Crange-relit=zd claime had been filed with
VA. This figure includes claims for &ilzapilicy = zaiion and death
claims. Compensation has oeen paid in 5533 cage net all related to
fgant odrardge exposure. Scme 29,000 claims arcs Lo the provisions
sf a lawsuit settlement and Public Law L02-4



