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US. Mils .
S Military Wants No Domestic Law—Enforcement Role
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There are no plans to create a "Homelands Defenge Command" or any other
military institution to oversee civilian-led response efforts.

Indeed, our new Joint Task F orce-Civil Support is specifically tailored to coordinate only the
military component of such an effort, to Support state and local authorities and the lead federal

agency.

The law and the Defense Department's implementing policies are clear: The military is not to
conduct domestic law enforcement and wil support local law enforcement agencies only when
explicitly authorized to do so. Moreover, a long history of successful military support to

communities ravaged by disasters such as Hurricane
Floyd is clear.The American people need not fear our preparations. The greater threat to our civil

liberties stems from the aftermath of an attack for which we had failed to prepare.

John J. Hamre, Deputy secretary of Defense, Washington, D.C.
Editor's Note: The column referred to appeared in the Current News Early Bird, October 1, 1999,



