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U.S. Military Wants No Domestic Law-Enforcement Role 

-- - ----- ------------ -- --- -

A column in USA TODAY last week implied that the Defense Department is seeking an active role in domestic law enforcement. That is absolutely Wrong. Ironically, we strongly agree with the headline ("Terrorist attack in U.S.? Don't put military in charge," The Forwn, Thursday). 

Like any federal agency with the appropriate training and resources, the Defense Department has 
a proper role to play in preparing America for a terrorist attack involving chemical or biological weapons. As part of an ongoing federal interagency effort and because it has long prepared to 
face such attacks on the battlefield, the Defense Department is doing its part to prepare the nation by supporting lead federal agencies in their efforts. 

However, we fully understand and have stated repeatedly that any such assistance will be in support of the appropriate federal civilian authority -- either the Department of Justice 
or the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Our efforts to date __ including special National Guard teams that will advise and assist communities upon request and the training of local 
emergency "first responders" under a program ~anda.ted by Co~gress and now being transferred to the Justice Department - remain consistent wIth thIS supportmg role. 

There are no plans to create a "Homelands Defense Command" or any other 
military institution to oversee civilian-led response efforts. 

Indeed, our new Joint Task Force-Civil suppo~ i~ sieci~~~~~t:~:~~t!~sC:~d::~::dnZd~:al military component of such an effort, to suppo s a e an 
agency. . 

's im lementing policies are clear: The military IS not to The law and the. Defense Department d wi~1 su ort local law enforcement agencies only when conduct domestIc law enforcement an I PPhistory of successful military support to r .t1y authorized to do so. Moreover, a on~ 
exp ICI d' h as HUrricane . '1 communities ravaged by Isasters suc d t fi ur preparations. The greater threat to our CIVI Th Arne' can people nee no ear 0 Floyd is clear. e n h f ttack for which we had failed to prepare. liberties stems from the aftermat 0 an a hin on D C 
John J. Hamre, Deputy secretary of Defense, ~~~ thtc~e~t News Early Bird, October 1,1999. Editor's Note: The column referred to appeare 
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