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U.S. Prepares for Natural and Man-Made Disasters 
Updated 11: 19 AM ET September 29, 1999 
MORGANTOWN, W.Va., Sept. 29IPRNewswire/-- West Virginia University in the United 
States and six industry groups, together with the U.S. National Guard Bureau, have announced a public/private partnership to apply information technology to help U.S. communities and those across the globe respond to natural or man-made disasters. They have formed the International 
Telemedicine Collaboratory®. 
Through an agreement, signed in Morgantown, W.Va., USA, Thursday, Sept. 30, they 
announced creation of a Virtual Medical Campus (VMC)®. The VMC will help prepare for the use of biological or chemical weapons and other man-made or natural disasters. It will use 
integrated online knowledge bases capable of providing quick response to emergencies such as anthrax or sarin gas attacks by terrorist organizations. 
The system will also provide rapid responses for medical emergencies caused by natural disasters such as floods. 

In the United States agencies such as the Department of Defense, the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration, the National Guard and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, among others, all need rapid access to the best available medical information in 
emergencies, especially terrorism attacks. However, there is no integrated knowledge system for such information readily accessible today. 
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