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- conUm&M tI'oll 'l'ap41 14 - SJ.d. B 

1 -+4- that i' ee.-d to •• that in . that eY.t be could be abjeoUve baNd on fact . , 

rather thq objeotb. without f!l.ct. lIalderlllUl said that be recognized that I bad a 

I . point but that h. preterred to keep hiJDaelt out ott troll ,etUnc to knov anyone with 

whOll be didn't have to deal routineJ.y in order that be could .-ke decisions 1I0re 111-

partially. I eousht to PAt aeross to h1lI the gl"Mt CODOern I bad about the rate of 

revereal 0"* the marit:l..llta balance between the United States and the Sortet Union. 

He indicated that he vould do what he coul.ct troll that .d. I never saw bI.II ap1n 

nor. obsernd aD::J .ndeace that be had be. he1ptul in the clef ... tield. It ia 113 

.118t that he VIIIlked a fairly Idde circl. 81"OUD4 1lear.Y. FrJ.ends on the White Houae 

E.rhliohllan 11~erman. on the otber end that !rUcbmaa IIDd Haldeman had beglUl tbe 

prooe .. of outtiDs Henry down at the time that ther vere overtake by tiIa Watergate . 

The.e friends believed that had Watergate not been brought to lisht the President 

would bave let Henry SO • eince be vas .lso beginine: to bave • great jea1ou81 

toward, l!er1l'1 ' s popularity and vae hopeful that he could eeeure his own position 

in History ae • ~re.t foreign policy success better by demcnetratine: g . od work 

in the tield atter aenry lett. ~he nly other experience to relate concerning 

1I 1de took place durine: the famous six weeks , !-&8!18t.-tft!! I believed tbat 



........ AHd on what fM.nde on the White Hou .. "tat! have told .. that Hal.d.J'IIIIUl's 

reco 'endati _ to the Pr.lI1dent durin8 the period of the Const.llation - Kitt1'" 

Hawk dUf1cultr WIU that I b. tired , b\lt t hat Erl1cbman took the opposite vi.w 

as I have suggested in anoth.r dictation. 

t 



'll!I!lt Sozpe4tl.4\ 

B.aut SoJID.teldt 15 probe.bl)' HSt d'l!ICribe4 a. a poor man'. Benrt K1aa1nger. that 

1. h. haa B~' a great knowledge in the field ot foreip affair., h • served a. a 

/V.y etUI1nenc. in the fi.ld ot European polic), particularl)' European EconOlllic Polic), 

has "rY!d the role in the Salt negotiations aAd been sort of a general b, ck.r upper 

to Ii.nl')'. lie i. 1 ... dH10us than Henr)' and 1 ... able to .. duc. as Henrt. Sine. 

h. CVID.. croo. lUI a man who is eo, • what .gotistical but a. Henry 18 b.tt.r able 

I have 
to diaguUt hi. 'i\OU... • ··AI reported el sewhere h. waa a .eaber of .'! CEP, that 

• the COO Executive P"* and a cradllal change in the d.lV" of hi. open.sll and 

oandor ., in that crouP and h. beCaJII. more and IIOre ot a till' to tear Henrt and 

at be had observed Henrt cuttj,ng ava)' from h1III those ",ho resisted h1III or who 

point Helmut Soan.t.ldt.a nOlllinated to accordnc to H'~'H'nl')"e r.port to be 

Unerd Seer.tar)' of Treaewr.y thia waa h.ld up tor a long period of tie. by Se tor 

Russell Lozas. the Ch irman of th. COIIIIitte. which had to eonfi m h1III b.eause 

Senator Long ( SR. had report.d to me priva tely> had been told that Sonnetaldt 

.a guUt,. of hav1n& leak.d sensitive information t o the Israel GovI l"DI\:ant 

1 int.rc"~ with llu ... ll Loac OIl Soan.feldt', behalf at that t • becauae I 



l1eved lUa to be and .till do a Dd cated pubUc Nrvant. I told Sen tor Lolli 

iDvolTed 
tbat I bad never 1 &ta obNrved SoAReteldt -afr or be aa80ciated with &n1 activit7 

or the klnd that ba. ca.e to hi. attlllltion. There waa noth1nc in f41 c~ittee 

The S tor a..u-ed .e 

that Named to ve leaked. He:aMi1a 1I0ve forward with confirmation, -I-fllt on 

Sonneteldt.-I-f'l' It 18 111 uaderat.Dd1ng however that the deal w a f1018117 

negotiated between K1aa1nger and Sa tor Long that immedute11 atter Sonnereldt'. 

oontirmation ( .. a face 8&ving patate) he would be nOilinated to be to the poaition 

he now holde in the Departlllent of State , thue reeolvillc the doubts of the cOll:ll1tt .. 

'bat bad to wol'r1 about TrealllU'7 and V'ot$d h:l.m b ck into the State Pep rtIIeGt, 
'-

were he would be in. poe1t1on to leak tar re 8enaitin infor.at.1on if he were 

in tact doing 80. Sonneteldt Ad .. Z. baa nothina firther to aJ about hill. 



Ill!! Sad.th 

iI~e Sa!1th waa an assistant analysis who worked for Doctor Allan I1lltho"en(?) 

bac" in the tleolfame... era. !I.e lIU_quently co-..uthored with Allan Unthoven(?) 

a book on .yatlllll anal.yaia. lie was brought to the NSC atalt by Henry Kiee1.nger 

earl)' in the Nixon AdlllinistratiOll. and eerved •• a kind of 11 geMral expediter 

on the Stalt. He is "er;r bricht , nry deciaive and fmed 11 uset\U.!unction in 

Il10,,1118 for BeJU7 tho .. kinda of iUlle. in aJ:IIllyt10al f1eld that were belolld the 

coapetenGe of Al Ba1c end he nearly de"eloped a .toaach ulcer while working for 

Henry d the oonatant preasure froa hi8 wif. , finially departed in wha t I b.li.". 

to b. fairll u1oab1e tema to work tor Mr. Justin Dart of Dart Indus trie. in 

Calitom1a. I rema1Jled lOod te1'll. wi t b wl.1lle th through out hi. tenure 

in the White BoIa_ and "e been in contact with hill on _e of hi. aubaequent 

YieUa to ilallhingtozl. a. bad been ueed as a coneul.tant froca U.e to tiJIe by 

Heury although this appears to be Hanry's way ot just kind of lceepinS people OIl. 

the .triq Wbo haft --'tft for hill out of CQllOenl to Mintain th41ir 101alty. It'. 
? ? 

killd of _ ilrfer_ of phoDe-tappiq Hartillllalpr1n(??). 
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JOSH MIroIIELL 

Collt1m•h as my ettort. to ...un that all tho_ w.o had accee. to the PresU_t 

_ 1ntoNed ot thnt .ute of the Nayal balance and vbat we were tr, ins to 40 

about it with an lJIadequate lIIldpt. I coatacted John Mitchell after I had met hill 

two or three t1..IIIe. and tnYitecl h1a to cOllIe to lUllClh. I had _ lCIDI lunch with hill 

and t 11M had a YU"! SOOd .xchance of Yiew.. He __ ed to .. to be extreme~ 

bript. tntalUpnt. CQIIpletel.,. 107&1 to the Prell1dea.t, conY1ncecl (thia ..,.. l ons • 

Mfore Vatersete) that the President vaa the beet thins that had happellecl to thi. 

cloealy __ hted wi th the Preeid_t. He _eel to be • rather aalt-ettac1nc 

par_ 1IIIIotar .. b1a pereoaal ob.1ecUYes .... re OClllC~ and onl,. 1IIt_eteel in 

401nc w.at he oould to ~ppoJ't the Presi dent. At the cODClueiClll ot our luuoh, 

• ,that 
he u.qecl .. to _Ht ~ to talk to hill an:r tJ.lle I telt 'I had probl_ which 

were ot _h 1IIpoJ't that theT oucht to set to the Prell1dent. I had CIIle OI.'oesi Clll 

~bIIequ-tl1 to t17 to do 80. Paul Nitze CaM to _ lie atter SALT I Tr .. _ and 

Kevbolue had COM to _ Paul Nitze _bout. book he w. vr1t1nc. Paul tlU .. 



Tape l.5 - sUe A - part , 

JOIII HI'l'CBEU. - cOIlt1nued 

had d1aconrecl that Jolm l'Iewhou_ W been giftll b7 Ber;y Kiu:l..Dc_ • .,ery l.arp 

IDd .. d _ of th_ a.ar&Zlda ba4 I14tver bem _ It,. PaW. Nitse and others ia the 

GoVU'DIIIClt. PaW. wa. quite collcemecl of the di .. l08llJ'e of iatOl'llllltioa iD the .. 

_randa quite apart from the fact thitt it was • T1olatiOll of the law, would 

• P_hldn(7), tha SoT1et iateUectual vIIo .. Paul NUze'. oppoa1ta _ber 

aDd bet_ .. ch of the othel' 11S - USSR s-1riqa OIl the two 4el.epUona. III 

to the U. S. CIo.,.rQIb_t but to ba .... their d1.ecl08llJ'es reported in the pre .. or ia 

a book with all the t:ruIm.e .. with which they apoIte abollt the SoT1.t 1I1ate. 

it wa. quJ.te crleer that the relaUonab1pe bet_ Mel Ie1.rd aDd tbe Prea1cl41111.t, 

vtdle 011 tha _ . ... raeuU tbe thiDa- that Ber;y J<teaiDpr .. IIe)'1ac to the 

Pre.i~t ab:llat Mel La1l'd an4 bec.tuae of Mel I.1rd'. oppoattiOll to _ of the 

Pre.ldmUal WtiaU ..... ia South VietDaa, Mel La1nl haTiDa take a le .. hard l1aa 



attitude l1li4 w did Rot llel1 ... e that Mel le1r4 would .. able to set td the 

effort W 1IIIhor .. 1Ienr")'. Jfe1t!aer of U8 had oODf1d_e that Balder.. adentoN 

the probl-.4. lmowiJIg that ha oOlll4 be aotten to. I felt I oould probabl7 set to 

Erbllohmc bitt didn't know Whether Erhlicblllan could feel ha oould SO directly W -
tha PreaidMt , whether the into .attoR wc,uld be sere Iled oUt b,. ~de • 

We fin'a]ly concluded that John Mitchell would be the be.t bet on t11e yery 

tha 
aenaitiY .atter and 1 recalle4/., inyitatioll that he d given __ to let hia know 

hillloak bad). PalIl NU.e called Job Mitchell .0 agree4 to ... hill in New York. 

Paul Nibe new fQ), pn h1a tM"hll atory and &liked JobD MitcheU whether then 

w. an,yt .1q lIOn that he. P-.al Nitze. abould do. John MitcheU aaid "No, then 

\ 

w.e IWt'. ,~ 'l'bat'. the laat> that either of ue heard of it. My eu.ppo.s.tlOil is that 

-'I ~ 
• 

"'aterp.te _tt .... that he never aot Ill'OWI4 to a...liDa with it. 

! 
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JOHN OONKALLY 

0IIl1 a brief per.t.04 - a1itII"l7 le .. tbaa a 1HZ - he •• d .. 1aiTe u4 effecU .. 

1771':7 Oil the Na'l1. After be we elecM4 GoYenor. I .v ~ a time or two 

when 1 __ exeduU.,e .. ietant to Paul NUze. wo vaa then Sec. of the Na"7. 

one occlUl1oo he c_ in with hie &rile still in a aline • atter • a lons 

...... :period of tillle atter the asaae1DaUoo. I said to hill • "Gov. Corm-n I. wilen 

are :reu soins t o set the am out of the aling". ae proapUy ebot back with 

.t11e ot Texas HwIor ''The day atter the election". "iben Goy. CollD&11I cae 

to 
into t.he cabinet 1 vUited hila OIl ...,eral occasion. and he c .... e.\I, 111 office 

aae.·st·tttet tor luDch once or twice. Asa1n having learned the object1.,e 

of _Icing IIIU"e that he had sone over acce. to the President. and .. fUlly 

tPilar with the detaU. of the .ar1tine bUance. He bee .. e quite concerned 

about the deterioratiOA in our poaitiOA and tJpOke to the President about it 

1I0re than once. Ue was &lao helpfUl later on in a number of the PFIAB. 

Preddent'. J'ore1p Advieory Board, .. the.1 were tasked by the Preei dent 



-''ape 4.:> IA.OA 1\ pan; :> "'Ollll "onne' 'Y 

to look into the aaritine bLlaDoe. The PFIAS had been put to work on this 

probl .. , I suspect '·'-..,-U reali1 in • ~ of gettin& the probl ... out of the 

Presidents 1I=ediate hair and I had been told b1 • triend On the C etatf 

that the Preeident would never li.ten to the final report b1 the PFIAlI ab )ut 

the llllU'itine balance, there tor when the report wae dOlle I Plened Gov. COllDA1l1 

t , thie taot. He "' .. tl'8llendoue in getting the President to lieten to their 

en ., vite and I vieited 

Boueton, Gov. COAnall, and hie vife vU7 cra01oua1, in1eted OD ACUna .. 00-

bo.ts along vi th Paul Howell. tor lUDCh and dinner while we were there. I 

like the 1IIIUl , I have alva1. tound hill direct and bone.t and decisive • 

I would have thousht he would ft., llake a SOOd President betqre h1a polltical 

caner _ to an 8Ild under the ind1ctllent tl'Olll the grand 'UI jUl')' • Aa ot 

thi. writing I believe hill to be innOOftt end \hilt 1M- Jaoob80n 18 171na • I 

hope I am right and that the c urt will -sr.e vith 81 judgement. a. has a 

lovely extoverted vita who together vith hill would llake • very graoious couple 

in the ihite Houae. I .eet John CoDD&ll1 ahortly atter he lett the ottioe ot 
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Spacial Assi8tant or Coun8~or to the Pre.ident • the 1 at service be , 

pve to the Nixon AdII1ldatration. 1 uked him vb.Y he lett 110 80011 atter 

cozn1na aboard. he ga.e e hie ullUal ~t anaver • he .. ld "I was asksd 

by the President to come in an dt.dvi .. ldlII. I gays h1III the sdYlee • he 

didn't take it and I lett". Tbat 18 be didn't take it and didn't ..... to lIIllllt 

IIOre, therefor I left. 
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ROGERS K)RroN 

Although on.e would suppoee that a man in his job would wouldn't have much 

occasion to be speaking to the President about defense Yiewe. I knew hi. 

to be a highly respected former member of Congress, cloM to Mel Laird and 

didn't want to miss the opportuni ty to include him aIlIOng the group that 

knew how we were fairing visa the Soviets. I had two lunches with him. one 

in my oftice and one in his. I found him lIOIIIewhat in the mould of ao.. Connally 

to be a big man in the literal and figurative sens.. etraightforward, 

honest in hie ad*ice and quick to grasp the import of what he w." being told 

and in an area that wae not very familiar to him and he seemed willing to help 

to what extent he could. I feel confident that he uaed all opportunities 

during Cabinet Meetings to support the mood for greater defen8ll bu4get. In 

the latter part of the President's Administration he waa in poor health sa the 

reault of a malignancy of the kidney, h. seema to have gotten on tpp of that 

problem in recent months. 



!alle 15 - sUe A -~ - MEL LAIRD 

HBL LAIRD 

One could do a book on Mel Laird and in In¥ book he baa to be a good guy. 

Ilia reputation is that of a deY10UB politician halS been SOllIe sort of a 

ctaar.cture. He ia a master polit.1cian~ he 1. 8. master at getting things done 

and is a master at puJ1ing the bYers of power bthind the scenes. Verr fev 

could han surviYect as Sec. of Defense while -.king on Kiasinger and ~ President. 

ADd Mel Laird did in that the period of the winding down of the South Vietnam 

war, when his basic instincts were to go tAster with reprd to the withdrawal 

and to react less rigorously in such exegineies as the incursion into Cambodia 

and Lao. and in regard to the final mining and bombing at Hanoi. As a result 

of the fact that he fought the President so hard that at least on one OCCasiOll 

Adm. Morrer reported to lie and I bel1ne there were two that the President 

arbItrarily ordered Mill ftred within QI/l zl+ hours. Boweyer, the President 1M8 ne .. 

able to gil'. the orders direct h1u.l.t and I aa sure that atter reflection 011 the 

great popularity that Mel Laird had on the hill. he w.a not able to dellYer the 

black .,ot. Mel Laird was 8ble to win the deteat of aU amendl!lents designed to 



\ 

cut the budpt thl'ou out the teDU" .. s.o. of Def_. S. 414 110 by ullin, all 

of his influence ~1 4 b1 hie 0_ sreat presti OIl the HUl. Be ..... Ii 

t .. & t o bave tor ed • very elt U.e t ... within tbe DafeD .. Dept. He .. 1Iklll-

full at using each of ua tor our atro point, an4 lI1ni-1zSnS the UN of those 
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