
Tape _ Side A Part I - I 

While I was working tor the Asst. Ssc. ot the Navy tor P1trsonnel under Richard 

Accson as the CaJIIII&Ilder in 1959 I was put through the following experience: 

In cas. I haven I t said it in the 1181110randUIII up until th18 point the two jobs in-

vIII volved were co.wld of the ona nuclear destro;yar, the first the res BainbridQ:e 

and the other was to be the eucutive officer of the nua:laar cruiser tom BEACH, 

the ec-,ndinC Officer having alreacl;y been selected by Ada. Rickover to be Capt. 

Wilkerson, who had cOUlallded the first nuclear submarine. The details concerning 

the deter.1nation as to which of • theee two jobs I was to Co to I dictated in a 

_ .. orand on AdII. Ra;y P1tete, which deecribes that byplay. So let 1118 wine. this up 

by reporting that on returnina to .y otfice following the interview I sat down and 

dictated the whole th1na and had a pretty high degree of confidence tht it 18 

essentially thought by thouaht what tranepired because during the several t1Jus 

thet AcIII. Rickover had ~oved l1li from his presence to Co back to the Tank I hav-

ing not.h1ng .. to do nor nothing to read I II8IIOri2ed key worde and set up a Cro8S 

index in mT a1nd so that I could dictate thie interview a8 nearly as poee1bls as 

it happened. After the dictation was complete mT boss Sec. Jackson aeked lie how 

the interview 1f8nt and I showed him the interview. He was interested enough in 
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received the \I/OI'd jlallt priOI' to picld.q .. lip that Presida' All • vo1l.l4 be 1a 

Valpar1eo at hlll --.,. palace and 4 be pl .. 01 to noein lIll tor a t1tt_ 

v 1I.ld han 0 ell tor the U.S. Allbaa.dol' 

eet lda to be with lIa aJIo4 1t ran through rq IdAd "e pel' pa OU&bt to tum back to "?'I17 

but I conclllda4 trca tU .ta.n~ 1at ot t1IIe we ju.at vouldll't ba able to • it. 

I did h VII with 1M 1a the car tU D.p. Aeet. Seo. ot Def_ tor IatematioDal 

• Aftalra. r. Amat .. d 8elldlD {check II 

had headed tU Su~oa!tt" tor ta.t1a Allen" tor the Bou .. Fore1p Aflaira 

Uee for • D b r of ~ara .... 1oIbo vall • clA auocJ. ... ut Mr. Melria l;d.r« 

t t t would be IlJl iIIpor\aDt baUtute tor the All _dol''' 

repre .. ntatln of Preaidatal Authorit,.. arr1Tal 1ft Valparleo the thrH ot 118 

pllr80lIal Mad of ..... all 

• rel!ll.\lt of our .. nice toseth'r 1ft the Patqca .. quite aUorla in aall'tMt:1n$ with 

•• that there waa DO .Uem ati .. but SO thtou wiUl tU caurt .. ,."Ii t IIOt with-

.0 11111111 the ab"DCe of the U. S. Allbaa_de. It key ill -1 III1ad vaa the taot that 

altbo tIl7 O'OD P reoaal poa:l.t1lc had b .. mu of fe8HtUna the election ot " real den' 

/Ill de, a1 tho 

" 

repia I wa. quite clear that U.S. U<l1. it :u b. foraulatad by t Presidat 
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oall.d for ue to get along witn Allende and in ~ inquires prior to soing on the trip 

and the prelimina r / briefinge ttl had had not only from .y own s taff but from the 

!SA d the State Dept. Statr. it was c;.uite olear that our policy Va8 to acco_date 

to Allende ' s pr.aence . Adm. Moorer , for vhom I vae tald.ng the trip, IIel Laird I 

belie.e th~t I alao say Kiaainger befor I left, I h ve t check to ba aura but at no 

time was I given any intorlllation to indicate .nat the United State. waa involved in co-

vert activities deeigned to undo Allende and both Arm Selldin and I v.re of the view that 

U.S. policy of that moment waa to try to m k. tne best ot he bad deal. Am Selldin and 

I entered the mee t ing with Allende feelin however distaatetul it might be to us 

pereonall;y U.S. polioy dictated g.tting alon~ with hill. BaYing describ.d the p.ra"nal 

f~ings I had toward Allend. 1 b.we to report the .... ting was dong the at fa ina t1z4 

I had. He was a man of great p;)rsonal cham IUld charisma and although he ~l spoke 

no ~gllah and r:JY~lAIId.ah was very !iadted by :&18 the worda I could und.r.tand, hi. eyes 

his gestures and the wa;y in which he used the map I wae able t o tollow almos t completely 

what he _s saying even betor his intert4lter tranelated. II. spoke of hia great 

aspirations for the Chilian people , he described how he had aeen lIIany Chilian die tor 

lack of adequate medioal care when he was a young man due to the pove~ of 80m •• lement. 
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of his soc1&ty anel. how important it was to correot this. ii. described b1s a.e-

piratiODa for Valpariso which he vi~ized as building into a great etate port. 

mende spoke of his clea1re to set UU tinaneia,l aSI!I1atance froID ~.e United States 

or Japan both ArrrI.y SeUdin anel. I asreeded that it wae easy to underlrtancl. how he 

badbeerulO IIIIlcceaatul. and we both felt it was vary <;!itticult to reeist hie charm 

Q *4 

and cU.fticult to belJ.8Ve that he waen'!; abeoiutel,y &incus i ' hie a.spiratlons tor hia 

pea ,let llIlrins the courtJe of the convet"saiiQD as we were getting read;{ to leave 

Allende IIIIlgguted that he knew the nuclear carrter Enterprise wae visiting Rio 

and that he would very l!1UCh 11ke t o have it v:l.a1t Chile on its way around t the 

Pac:1fic . We both cOIIIIIIented to him that we would forward his invitation t o 011l' 

governm$J1t and ee. whetMr or not it c ould be \oIOrked OIlt bu.t point~ OIlt that tha 

ehip was on a ver-J tight schedule wit reg~rd to its prospective deployment. 

Our Yiew however when we got t~gether an it after ward was that both ~ Sall41n 

Mel. I felt that the visit request ought to be granted alia whom we got back tQ the 

Santiago Ill'iel. c naulted with Al::;baaeador Coy we $poke along those lines t o hilII • . 

Ambassador Coy(Oheck .pelling) at that moment ~eded with u. an4 ... 14 that he 

would 110 state in IS lIIeesa.ge t the !lee. of St~ta . r.eMwhile foIr. S.U4in and I 
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f orward.d the request up through Defense channel a recommending approval. The basis for 

OlU' recommendation was thnt if it were Government policy t o work out our problems with 

~ende we ought not to reject an invitation extended personally by the Chi.f of State 

and rather should honor it. By the time we had returned to WashIngton, Army Selldin 

and I were astonished t o find we had run into a r eal hornet's nest of concern tha t we 

had forwarded the request. Ameeting by the UnderSec. CODUnitte. (I'llhave to ·check) 

had vohd _ething like five t o three against it with K1ellinger being very c ncerned 

Selldin and I had SO cten thie tar into policy with lIaii taking the stand \Ie had no 

-lmalneas getting I!O involved and w1th Mr. Laird coming in tot" some ant. for having let 

b:is tw subordinates get 50 tar out of hand. I found m'yael t totally lI:ratified by the 

reaction which was conveyed t o .e by Ad. Moorer, Mel Laird and '03' £i!.ve Packard. I be-

lieve alao by Sec •. of the Navy John Chat". who aleo had been chewed out fur it. Mel 

Laird indicated that he was pIll/sonally sympathetic to the vint. Leve Packard was also 

AdlD. Moorer expressed hir.lseU having been willing to suppOrt :l.t so it was State and the 

lfhite House that out voted us. and CIA. At no t ime were we given the reason , the reason 

that surfaced only on August 1974, namely that a t t he very moment we \lel'8 sown there 

operating u.nder what \18 t hought 'I&Il U. S. policy there was a t the same t1llle II covert 
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pedicy to b.gin the d1_bovllllont or !:llend. and one can 8M An retrospect hov newed 

in that light K1Qinger would hen been upset, that hie lett hand didn" know what 

hia right lLnd ",.a doiq. I ahould Mn been r;lealll&d had I been made aware of the co-

yert poUeT and II1sbt have d-tt with the :l.nv1tBtion lI .... evhat d1ttn'ent17. When I 

learned Of thi. reaction I personally c "ntacted K1s~r. iId.s, utI AlDxl.e Johnson, 

tOIl 'bu' • ." Z.ve Packard and Hal Laird to trT to make aure they understood the mUeu 

the invitation waa rsoeind and the straight forward nature 1n which it ",.111 handled and 

, to expr.ss soae .ystification that it wae considered not to be the right thins to do . 

At no t1me did 8111/ ot the • gentlemen p4l .. on any intimation that there WIle Mcre 

gainS on the covert operations. K1ea1nger . erely Aid 1t was COinS turthOI' \ovar<l 

settina along with Allend. Ull-Ill- than he waa prepared to CO at that _ent . IIaig 

:reaction wae the ueual deciettul one that he could Wldel'etand why I reco nded what I 

.had ree ended but that KiBlSinger ju t cuuldn" .. e 1.\ that vay. I don't r __ ber 

Alexia Johnson ' . co ent one vay or the other. Alexie J ohnson _ • COOd fr1.end and 

I wouldn't have worried about hi. reaction one wa:t or the other I ' ll juet haYe to check 

a:! tU .. to ," it I ahow anything :I.n it, I doubt it I do. MeanwhUe Salsburgem the 

writer not the publieher came out with a newapaper article on which he reterred to some 
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bubble haaded Admiral had done a d&nseroue liberal thins. I think that the iapact" ot 

tbie event "'U just telliporary in nature, I think it wae eUll in tbe hone;ymoou period 

and after a te", brier day. ot .. paina. th1q. returned to _ DONal IlIith the pollllible 

exoeption of Seeretar,. Bosei'll Wbo u .. er se ••• d to .. qu1.te to haTe sotta oftr it in 

t 

(QUITE A GAP OF &PACE HERE ON TAPE WITH NO DICTATION) 

&lded around Parte 8-1) 
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DENTON. RADM. Jerry. • • • • • • • • • • • •• •• • • • 

HAIG, Gen. A1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

JACKSON, Richard • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

JOHNSON,A1exis. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

KISSINGER, Henry. • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

LAIRD, Sec. Melvin • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
MONTERO, Adm. • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
MOORER, Adm. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Packard, Sec. Dave • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
RICKOVER, Adm. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

ROGERS, Sec •••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
SAISBURGER, M. • • • • • • • • • • •••••••• • • • 
SELDIN, Sec. Armstead. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
STOCKDALE, RADM. Jim. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
WILBUR, CDR • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

23 .. 1.-4 

23-A-7 

23-A-6 

23-A-2 

23-1.-7 
23-A-8 

23-1.-1 

23-A-8 

23-A-7 
23-1.-8 

23-1.-7 

23-1.-3 

23-1.-7 

23-A-1 

23-1.-9 ' 

.23-A-8 

23-1.-4 

• 23-1.-2 

23-1.-3 


