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-1- CGNVERSATlGlS RE: EICKO'JER 

S. I lOun l t going to do this but I -

s. 
Jevillh collUllWllties of Chicago and GlmdaJ.e areas, ~ back at the turn of 

the century, alJIollt everytb1ng you know about this man ian I t true . The idea that 

Rickover grew up in this iaponlbed houllebold and he Itruggled, 18n't true . By 

tM t1ae he went to the Haval. .leademy hill father owed tloIO apartment buildings 

anel a tailoring COlipanJ. Now, he was not by any lIeanl a man of weaJ.th, but he 

\ill. an aheolutely clasaic Jew1.h t,lIigrant yoo had had 80IIe .oderate ISUCC ell. 

There are .till kin out there in Chicago - what I ' .... done 111 gone back and I've 

worked with the Marle Sperticus College of Judice, end one of their researcherll 

end vent back end interviewed people vbo lind on the block where Rickover Yas -

oh, it'. incredible ltuff - and you get involved yith hi. rejection by the Jeys 

as well &8 the Gentil .. , and that' 8 one of the very eluaie problems that hall to 

be reeolv.d in dealing vi th RieOOver. 

Anyway, I 've got a lot of stuff - live gone through aost of the ConhTe.sional 

testimony - the problem vith CongrellsionaJ. te.timony I wall appalled to find out i. 

that it get. changed end doe. not reflect what actually \illS .. id. 

Z. Get ' ll changed both by the wi tnes8 and by the queetionner, if he deBirell to 

change it. 
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So that it 18 not a vaUd hbtorical. reoord. I've gona into - again m:y real. 
s. 

concern is w1th the lource. - I've gotten aoce •• to the entira Hewlweek - al.l the 

copies that have ever been filed, al.l the IIIIIOrendllllll to the record that have ever 

been filed by any of tha correspondent, - Lloyd Horaan and peopla like that, and 

it'l amaling ltuff. 

Z. Bal anybody elSI ever caught on to the IBaIl behind the m:yth1 

s. ot to the belt of lIfT knowledge. There i., I tb1nlt - I probably have read 

every .ingla oUpping that ha. ever bean written about Rickovar - practioally 

every lin&1e ona. I've got eoaething Uka 4,000 of th8DI 10 • •• almost nothing the 

public thinkB or in fact to lIfT belt judgment what IIIOBt of the people in the Navy 

tb1nltl , haB anything to do with what's really going on . I aean his manipulation 

of power, the vay in vhich he engageB in it, iB as I Bay the reason I va, intare,ted 

alvay, in interviewing you i. that you and Nit~e wera &L.o,t the only people that 

eT8r caught Ida at hi. game. Everybody elee - I mean, I , for inltanca - interviewed 

John Varnar at 80IIle length vho told lUI with ablolute lincerity - told me on 2 

oocallonl, once at a dinner party and once at a private intervi" - thet he val 

convinced that he tully undarstood Rickover and Rickover c8llla to him for advica 

and t.hat he felt that he val of the _jor ao"Vu behind Rickover'l th1nlting . How .. 

Z. Now, that John Varner ••• 
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And you find dOllens of people Uke thill who really believed that they under-
s. 

lltood what .... as going on. I've had lon& discu88ions with !d:airal J1.m:a1Y James, who 

succeeded Riekover in the Electronica Dividon of &.shiPII, and he doesn't even to 

this da,y realize what happened. 

z. Did Riekover have ai.ter. or brother.? 

s. U. hal a brother, whom Itve never been able to T.ralI:it dow or at least appeau 

he had a brother. That ' s one of those - I haven' t been able to find him - but 

there i •• ention earlier on that he had & brother. 

Z. At the Naval Academy I've understood he was fairly vigourou.ly dealt with -

he had a rather unhappy Naval Academy - does that check vi th your perception? 

S. Be had, I think, an unhappy - yes - because he ill an unhapPT per.on. He 

did not have an unhappy naval career for the reasons that he .ay. he had an un-

hcappy naY&! career. 

Z. I mean, not persecuted. 

S. •• ,When Cla,y Blair was beating the druas for Riekover in the anti-SemiU .. 

charge when there wall the polllibUity of hi. being accepted for Flag llanIt -

Rickover .topped being a Jew - JUdaia. wall a racial fault rather than a religiou. 

one - back in tha ' JO ' . - and yet he never you see - this has never surfaced 

publicly, }Ie's not a Jew, be haen't been a Jew Bince :you were a little ." 
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z. 

Well, a Jell' i8 vhat certa1nly says is a Jew. 

S. HI'a a practicing Episcopal1an •• • Unitarian church - and vas at that tll118 

and yet vas perfectly willing to go up to Capital Hill II!ld detail hov he was anti;.. 

•••• ues. I ' . sure there was some anti-Semitism, but there vas other -- I vent back 

into the Class of '22 and the Class of I 23 and for instance I interviewed Admiral 

Hurke on the subject, and there were other Jew. in the Class - there 111, sure, 

th re ' s latent anti- SemiU8l!I and certainl,y va. in those d~s in the Navy, but 

Rickover's problems don ' t stem froll. antl-B8l!I1t18l!1, they .teIa fro. a very difficult 

personal1ty. I went back and intervieved men vho served with him on the Nevada , &JIll 

the Nev Mexico, when he V&ll an Enllign and a Lieutenant, IIlld vho didn't like him 

then, and t.he problem had nothing to do with Semitic prejudices, it was just simpl,y ... 

Z. He was a nasty little 1II&l1 and he had much to be nasty about. 

s. Yeah. 

Z. I had a tellow who worked for me years ago in BuPer., ret1red Comdr. Illi' 

Peters, be 'Wa. retired and a civil servant lIy the time I knell' him , vho had 

aerved on the same ship or aister ship, I've forgotten qu1te vhich with Rickover. 

vhen Rickover was Chief Engineer, and said that Rickover was noted as one of those 

vbo improved his engineering mark by cheating on the fuel consUlllpt1on calculations. 

ApparentJ,y- , be baa always been the kind to cut corners .... 

, 
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S. ven, be did woree than that. I mean, the true .tory •• a true .tory •• 

tha t I know to be correct • cause I talked wi th one of the Inspector Generals before 

he died who got involved with this t hing vas vhen Rickover wal aboard the Hew Mexico, 

he ~al the Assistant Engineering Offioer, and the Engineering Officer was a sort of 

cbandng, delioat, who never wor.ked around the Navy and he sort of left all of the 

work to Riokover who was very happy to work, and thie '1188 for Admiral LaTossice •• 

he '1181 the admiral then-.-. and be ~s aboard the sister ship, whose name I can I t think 

of at the mnute, so Rickover detemined that he was going to win the Engineering "E" 

so what he did was he took every other light buib out, and he put in 2SV bulbs 

where they already exilted, and he turned the heat oft, an welded up the showerl 

10 there were only' boles. And nobody knew about it, cause nobody paid any atten-

tion to enlisted .. n in tho.e daya, until Admiral LaToleics decided to remove his 

nag over to this ship and his fbod deteriorated rather m.arkedly, 10 he finally 

called his ste rt in and laid what'l the utter, and the stewart said in effeot -

no heat no food . And he .aid, "ilhat do ;you ean i this 11 the Dnited States N 

Ship, we look after our men," and he said, -Mope" 80 they want into the crew' s spaoes 

and it was like a tomb - firet of all it ws very cold and dank , and second of all 

there weren't 4D¥ lights, jUlt sort of pale yellow alOWI . Now Rickover did win 

the "E" tut the Admiral _de h1In put all the light tulbs in and unweld the showers 

and lot of other thing" 
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The other aide of t hia etor,y was thnt he wae handing out ooffee at the fuel 

piere l\Ild getting IIOre fuel than "'a logged in 10 thl<t again e h1a & -ineerillg "E". 

s . .~" . 1 hIodn ' t heard toot one. I'lltan he was ... 1.ving coffee and they would sort of 

l ook away and a few more ge.llonll YOuld get pumped in . I hadn't heard that one. 

But thore 111 an avtul. -lot of DI1l1information, for instance • •• 

Vall he the only NayY Officer who ever did corner s like that • • 

Z. No, I'. sure 8nr,y Chief !'cgineer tried to figure out Wayll to cut corners, 

rut the Itxtreme to which he went 18 typica.1 of Rickover. 

? I really do think tha t' a thlt poin t , that he 11 not unique, he ' s just enI'8llle. 

Z. Vel l , it's like ... ever,y President has shaved the law but Nixon waD extremlt. 

s. Except that I would lay thiS I My feeling is that Rickover is elsentially a 

broker of power, and only secondarily a Naval Officer. Be would have been the 118IIe 

kind of personality had he beem a Rabbi. Be settled •• he understood ver,y early 

on - you can aelt thill f1'Olll in terviewlI with people the fe tiMa he lICuld open 

up to anybody . 

, There rut for the grace of God goee Baroque court. 

8 Yeah, that he decided early on tMt the succeee, hill chanl,e for success, lay 
• 

in entering into a striCtly hierarchical organization bee use hierarchical organi-

lations tend to look toward the top, and if you go outside and around you can 

cause the organization to turn itself inside out. 
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S. Froll the beginning that's what he did. 

Z lieil, fie - WII II man wbtr:reall,y lived on the edge of II&dness, dreaming for his 
• 

opportllnoitr and was fortunate enough to have his _dnesl! become a reality by 

pushini thill nuclear program at just the right time and then getting Oongresll tQ 

" 
ereate thill m,yth with hiDI. Be ian' t 1 have heard fl'Olll several nuclear scientists, 

II pllrtiQularl,y brilliant nuclear engineer. HtI is just a power who knew bow 

to 1<Orll;, the Sylltem. 

Z. Yell, this was the perception that I had of hilII when I vent to \iOrk for Paul 

Ritze and I began to watch what he ws up to and keep Paul Bitze informed. Admiral 

McDonald, who was then the Chief of Naval Operation., shared this perception but 

felt powerless to do anything about it, and we began to get enough evidence that 

Rickover 'IIa' on the Hill feeding theee questions, etc., that it was clear to Paul 

Ritze tbatthis was a flagrant violation of the principle of civilian control, and 

therefore •• 

? What was' 
z. He would be o?<tered to do something and he would get the directive to feed it 

by gett1ng over to the Hill and getting them to threaten invellt1gat1ons or getting 

them to aak the kind of quest10ns that would undue the directive and getting pressure. 

to bear on Senator Pastore, othere Cl1rl McNamara, and lUtze , and so Paul Nitze con:" 

eluded - once he really understood the nature of the operations - he was kind of a 
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oourageous guy who oonoluded that the guy bad to be fired. So he went to MoNlIl1I&ra 

and over time, o~er week~ and month. of diaoulliion - and oiting clrcumstanoes, 

MCllutara beoame oonvlnoed, and 80 McNamara ~aid "We will fire him, I lIill tell Mr. 

Johnson that we're going to" and Mr. KoRNHra oame baok twenty-tour hours later and 

eaid \here ' l a little change, ve ' re not going to fire hia. "LBJ had approved It, the 

announoement va. to be made while I vas Assistant to Paul Ritze, end then 

80mehow or other - Rickover had spies In every office - be got II enift of it and 

Everett Dirksen and othera had Johnaon on the phone and it came undone like that, 

the whole • • ••• 

S. Kendel Rivers , I t hink, played a role In that, beoausa I interviewed one of hi. 

fomer .taffers, he was one of my great 10111188, my problea \/a" that •• • he '118.6 dJring 

-his widow waa a friend - his Yife wall a friend of a good friend ot J:I1ne - and he 

Bet .e up whllll he vas sick - you remember before he died - I heard that muoh of 

it and than he died and I vaa never able to get any more. 

Z. Mendel Rivera told me, after I became Chief ot NaVal Operations, that that Ion 

of a bitch McNamara tried to fire Rickover and I got his cart fixed . 

S. Do you remember the meeting with Senator Jackson and Ibllifield and others 

that Mr. II1t&ll l/ent to vhere thq backed down, they lind agreed to support !'Ir. Nihe 

relative to Riokover and when they got there Rlckover \/all setting in the roo. and 

thq engaged in the debate which ended up by Jnckson abllolutely turning d aroun 

, 
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just lying about the former agreemant? 

Z. No. If this happened, staTe, this happened the 8econd time after I left him 

for -~ vall selected lor Flag'ank end went to sea, Paul Nitee again got the cor-

relation of force. , as we cOllO.oners like to say, in su ch a position that he thought 

could brin.: it off and I W&II told when I cl1llle back by hila that again the deal 

broke down but I waBn ' t aware that it involved thb ••• • I 'd be very surprised if 

Senator Jackson 11ed about it, he I consider b1a a most desirable member of 

the Senete. 

S. So do I, blt be got taught .. I don 't know if I have the right reference here -

the other thingll, I had allked peo~ for when you were .eTTing, i. I would like 

to talk 'idth Mr. Nit .. but I dIdn't think he would talk unless so_body made It 

clear you know that I was ·not going to engage hill in lIollething be didn't want to 

get engaged in. 

? DId you ever get to Carl Vin80n? 

S. No . Let me ten you that the Congrells 111 .0 fearful of Rickover, they 

have the MOst ama8ing ~biotic relationship ••• 

, Vllson doeen' t know anything to be IIcared of any more. 

s. No . When I went up to talk, you'd be amazed, than are ataffer8 who no longer 

work on the Hill, who 'WOrked for in.tanoe on the sub-committee on Atomio energy, "ho 

von't talk. 
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Z. steve, are you awere that Rickover 1s the guy woo tumed this fellow, Klobe , 

the pub11vheT of a !lew Hampshire newspaper loose on me? 

No . that I didn 't lenow. 
, 

Z. ~el1 , I've been told rr.r two people that's how 1t caQe about . Klobe , you know 

1s a notor1ous r1ght-lI'1ng nut and hei. in fairly Bieudy COJ:lllllUl1cation with Rick, 

and .hen Rick early on decided r wus goin" to take hil:1 on , that was one of the 

~ 
t.hinGs he did . So you know this 18 kind of systematic/how be operateD. 

:::. !lo. You never lIee anything directly. Al1:lost never. lind when you be£in to 

read Rickover 1s the absolute master of writ1n~ memorandums . He will write it 

in Buch a way th£.1.. everybody will interpret it one \Jay but when you really push 

him up against the wall there 'll jUllt that OM .crlllimeter of difference in the 

interpretation of the word. 

? I ves Just t hinking t hat the eUBY W&1 for you to write your book 1. just take 

that 1200 page Robert &S811 book the.t j ust cwae out and chango all the MOlles to 

Rickover . 

~ That's truer than you know. 

? Moses is exactly the sllllle kind of i:uy • • the L1IIlst.er buUd drafter • • can stick 

a paragraph and get 1t through the leg1slature and all of a Dudden two years lator 

it turns out th1s parabraph gives Moses unlimited rights to IiIlything be pleases. 
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? And nobody kne'll that, observed that, dependent olaua. at the time , aleo just 

as vindiotive. 

Z. Who 'told you this s'tory of Nits.? 

s. 

? 

s. 

z. 

s. 

I tried 'to find out. I 've got it 1n the notes here ,but It Is absolutely, I feel 

11ke I ' . involTed in a IIPY program. Bonest 'to God, it is lik. a detective story 

and you go around and you piok a fact up here, it ' s real investigative reporting 

in the tru. sen •• of the 'liard . I go to people and I 88y, ·Can ;you verifY thi8,· 

and they III&Y not verify it tlut the;y'll eay "Well, I don't know but you tight talk 

to 1I0-and-so, · then I go and talk to lIo-end- so. I kind of behind times because 

for the lallt year and a half I haven' t done Tery :IIIlch. I will try to find It 

but I have it here lIo1l\8where. 

\1bf did R1ckover chooEe the Mav.r a8 a career? 

Well, I think he cno.;",'" it, and I think I can support it, because he was a 

Jew seeking 1lla11ation and that '11&8 the aoet yalp of all •• rvicel. Iou can't 

ever forget about that. 

How can you conlltantly recruit men who have men 

who have articulate 

I don ' t think he e.rticula tea it, bu t what you can check - s.e, no'll I 8ee 

\ 
)'our point, If come out before me and you put all this in, you ' r. going to .teal\ all 

'. 

rq good .tuff. but the 'Way I think you can support this ••••• 
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, That kind of thing has nothing to do with U8 at all . 

S. ..Is that for instance, you contract, it'. a continuing theme in his life, 

I can't prove it. I think I can substantiate it to a point where it become. a 

very probable conclusion. Tor instance, the dearth of Jew. in the early selection 

for serving on nuclear 'hips) the convereion fector, the fact that he playa off 

anti-Semitism and yet he ' a got an incredible relationship - you went through hi • 

• 
tnterview technique -

z. Did you read rq ..... 

S. Yell~ you gave lIle e. copy of that - one of the things that strike. me ill that 

Rickover at once chooselt sort of Arrow .h1rt typu, if you Ie what I mean, clean 

all-American boy, rather - you would think that a Jew would - who got into a position 

'1 

of power, as often happens - would try to llalte it e .. s1er for others who generally 

suffered from anti-SfIIIlitiBIII but Rickover doeen't do that. What he doee is then 

he at once torturell them and yet they are the only kind he will accept. I can ' t 

t ell you exactly becauee there ' ll too many little details, but it's well into he 

years of the nuclear program before a Jew vas ever selected. 

, 
Let's 8&T it vas very rare right after the firllt World Var for a Jev1B~ 

. , iddle c1all8 kid from a big city with a father who wall buein_Jllan - a MBll\( , 

'businessman - to choose the mil1 tary as a career. It WAIl a very pecul~ar thin\i: 

for a kid situated like that to do. 
, 

. ' \ 

\ 
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\ i .aill, vhat. he currently cla:I.J:I. - see that's why I told you that alllOSl. 
S. \ 

everything you know about him isn't true. what he currently c~aims is that hia 

s. 

, ' 
\ 
\ 
\ 
~lJr had no IIIOne)" and. that~ 1,)22 or 1918 - that if you lillIlted to go to coUeiie 

I , 
an\i you CIIIH frolll an impoyJ;sllad Jewish family that you got a bett.er eduoation \ 

a.J¥l1lg the aili'tary academies . Jnt you see, I thought that is perfectly plausible, 
\ \ 

lae e".rything else it is plausible, bIt I went back - I dug beck into Chicago, 

I dug back into the city recorda and tound out everything that the Ricicovers owed. 

And it turned out while, like I sq they lien by no lIIeans well to do, they could 

euily haYe afforded a college education tor hiIII. He has alllO by the way - again 

it just occur. to lIIe - I will have to look back on thi. because I have nevu been 

able to find it, I think he had a lister, bIt I'lII not aure about that. They don't 

enter her into the .tory so I '.,.e never tried to go back and dig them up. I have 

gone back and talked to people on hill block, because I telt there vas a hole •• 

Let me tell you a story to illustrate what I am driving at. In Chicago at 

the tum of the century if you wanted to be accepted in the Jewish collllllUIli ty. 

quit. to what one would think, you did not become an intelluct you became an 

ailhlete, that wea the lIIIlin road to a/Jsimilation and the 'Il8¥ you knew you'd _de 

it waa - they used to 11ve in I!mall li ttlo browltone or bIildingll and had little 

park bench.1 out in front of it - benches in front ot the houses , and tho girls 

would eat (what the lady who told _ this .tory who knew Rickover when he wall a boy) 
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Bhe called pollyaeedll, I didn't knew vha t polq lleeda were and neither did she, 

hit it ' . sunflower llltedll, u sed to teed polqparrots - and the girb who liked the 

boys that were successful ~d accepted in their community, the boys would a 

pro.snader, the boys 'WOuld_walk around the bloclt, and the girls would invite you 

to Iii t down and eat polly seedll and no one ever alllted Rioltover to it down and 

eat any seeds. Consequently, you get the things that Jewa stret ched the intelleot 

but in fllct in Chioago that wasn' t t rue. I thoubht it Wal true but I went be.olt 

and read a Ph.D . theais of slmilation of Jews in Chioago and then I talked with 

the Co lege of Judaio out thera, and that i sn' t true, that it va l e8.entially an 

atheletic proceas - He vaa not a good sportsman and 80 he ,e~a elltranged - South 

Side - he i estranged not only troll hia own community but because ~here was 

real oo.ufercll.tion betveen the Gentiles and Jews in Chicago at that time, from 

the oommunity that he wanted to belong to at that the, so he'a caught in the 

th~ ot reJecting the people who don't have pover and yet not being accepted 

by them and aee1dn& to JIIlke contact with t hoBe vho do have the power and yet 

being unab1.e to do thiB . And I think that's one of t he reason he chose the Navy, 

because he underatood, and there's evidence of t his in hia higb .cho01 period, 

that. the lillY to get ahe d is - you may not be llked but you get power . And it 

demonlltratea i tl8lf , for instance when he val in the Naval Acadenlj' he would help 
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other students with their exa:ainations, help thsa I!~dy for their Jllarks -

theT would gain a /lort of depondency on him, and yet they 1iO)lldn 't eccopt him and 

he \lould never allow ht:lself to feel in WlY 'IiIilJ dependent on thom. And he did this 

evon when he went aboard the, ship, he sed to sit ( I \188 told by ODe III6ll who \1815 

an Ensign \11th him and then 6. Lieutenant) in the Ward RoOlll and study up all the 

engineering booke, and hel" the other men who were going to do this and yet he 

would never ask them a favor, he would never beoOl:1e in Q.Ily way dependent on thUl . 

And when it bec • time for him to do something he would go and pull in hi. cred1 t • 

eo, tltl starts \11th a 20-21 year old boy, I Ilean he \/as remarkabl,y formed, I \/Quld 

89.Y. Be held you to his brief thin&S that he alludu to in his biograp~ or bie-

graphict.l _terial tho.t be was very unformed, that he just Bort of got; into the 

Navy because that is where he got " free education. I don't thinJI: that'. true. 

I mean he went out there all by himself, /ltudied in a preparatory 8chool for the 

Academ,y, took the examination and he went and his father went to a Jewish Congress-

un from the South Side of Chicago and they worked very hard to get hinl toto -

not \lest Point - rut into the Naval Academy. Very interesting - from the beginn1ng 

you can track thi8, he gave qp. co~~ at sea - the one thing that naval officers _ 

you know when he \/AS in line for oommand at oeA, he wa6 a CollltllUlder, had 15 years 

in the Navy, was given the !I . S . S. Fmch - a rather /lorry minesweeper - end he gaV8~ 

co=umd at Ilea to become an EVO becau6e be had detel'lllined that be wasn't going to go 
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anywhere and his nonaal course lIOuld be I"?tation to shore and get out. In the middle 

of hill tour (it \las the only time I've ever been able to find an eX8lllple of that 

in that whole period , in that whole , whare a man served three months all a 

COlDlIWIdini Officer and voluntarily uked to be relieved from coJ:l:rumd so he could 

go into a restricted line. 

z, I have alwaye heard that he had had difficultiell with the ship. 

s. 
I went baok to where they logied - I heard tbf. t too, and I can't find -

I went !mck and got the Finoh" II 10';8 out, those big grey-green bookll -

z. No indioation of a collision or e.nything like that? 

s. 
No, it vas obvious that Rickover Wall !:larked for the early retir8l!1ant pond, 

she was out in the Asiatic waters and she was not a very good liMp} her main 

function life waa towing tarbet., so it wall obvious he didn't get a very good 

ship, cause moat of hie classmates or at least the men of the same line at that 

time wera getting destroyerll . It was clear after 15 years that he wa.n't going 

anywhere in the Navy. 60 he voluntarily "ave it up_ 

? This wall pre-World Var II, wasn' t it? 
\ 

s. 
Oh, yes. Finch •••• \ 

Z. He claimS , I belleve, that he bud oommand of Ii lIubnlarine at one time . \ 

Z. 
Ie that correct. 

s. , 
No , that ' s not true . He lIerved aboard two, the 8-8 and the S-4S . He ·' did 



Tape 33 - Part 7-$ 
Side A 

-17 -

receive a medal for bravery - he lept over the side of the submarine and saved a mm 

who 'llall drowning. And he waa alllO involved in vutting out a fire, which was very 

interesting. 

s. Lavalette WIlS his first assignment and then he went to the Nevada . One of 

IlI.Y questions ie "Wall he really pressioned? Did he reall)' antioipate nuclear 

power or did he lIee it as an idea whose tide he could ride. There was nothing in 

hill early jIears and in fact he has made I>. very consoious effort to surpreos true 

credit thAt should have gone to Ross Gunn and Philip Abelaon, who is now the 

president of Carnegie Institution. They were the ones who did the early work, 

in fact, if it hadn't been for General Boland, the Navy would have had the first 

operational nuclear reactor. Tbey were w1thin a :nonth, at maxim))m, of creat1ng 

a nuclear reactor which from tho very beginn1ng they had des1gned to go on a 

submarine. 

I. 'Who had? 

s. Philip Abelson and Rosa Gunn and they luid it up at the Phillidelph1a Naval Yard 

and nobo~ Imew anything about 1t. J.nd when General Boland heard about 1t - wben 

Roosevelt made him the head of what later bece.::ne known all the l{anhattan Project, 

he went spec1ally to Roosevelt and said hE1 ther you gl. ve IDII all of it or I won ' t 

take any of it. You've got to "hut this Navy project down." 

z. I thought the Manhattan Project was Groves . 
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Z. Did Rickover get assib~ed to ~ork on nuolear power or did he Beek it out? 

S. Ah, that 's even more trick,y. He worked in the Electrical Divillion of BuShips 

and tlls great luck of Rickover's life was meeting J.dmral Millo . That was his greu 

_ster stroke. 

Z. That W6.8 one of our most distinguished COlllIl&lders of the l:Iureau of Shipe. 

S. Mills vas terribly lmpressed \/1 th Rickover because he did a variety of things 

extremely well , although there 's 60me evidence he didn't do eo well after all, 

he BO over-ordered . that he oouldn' t. have done poorely, and in those daye - nobody 

cheCked - this was doing the var yeare - nobody ohecked very closely on requi sitioning 

certain items e.nd ~o Rickover was in ctw.r';lt of electrical materials and he just 

over-ordered everything to such an enormous e.tent th&t he always had enough in 

the pipeline . You know if you order 10 things snd the pipeline only needs 2, 

it 'e pretty hard to fail. BUt Hills wats very impressed by him. A."\d after the 

war ,.ha t happened wae they went up to Meahe.nlcaburet und they found that PJ.ckover 

had enough electrical supplies up thero to fie;ht a war for the next forty-five 

y ears and, that in fact, 

Z. That means that someone elso didn't get something • • 

S. EXlLCtl,y, which means, in fact , ns they tracked be.ck that there were other 

serious deficiencies in other areas because Rlckover would go up to contractors 

• 
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and he would sey to them, lilte General Eleotrio - -this 18 a secret projeot, 

you got to produoe this , Dnd you got to stop wh tever else :IOU' re doin.: end do tll1l1.· 

He always spoke l ilte Halde~an, 8~ cnthedrn at all times, ~d they would stop what 

they "el'e doine lind begin dotn.; wilt,. t he wn ted thelll to do end oonllequen tlY ••• 

z. This was before he wal! on nuoht.r propulsion? 

S. Oh, ye., Y'llars before that . The real work on nuclear ~ropulsion boIi>an in 

1939 wr.en hdmirel Bo .... en, Femi and Captain Hollis Cooley, who I've not :net yet, 

and Gunn, who is deed , began studying potential uses of nuclear !1s111on 110 ~ 

lisspon and for subaar1ne naval IIJ.lPl1Cl1tlon. 

Z. NOli, here you 1I01d Gunn. 

S. Ross G'..Inn. 

Z. Now, that'e different FroCII Grov .... 

S. lIo. IIhat happened \(0.$ they eet II;;> the work .. nd tbey be,:nn worlrin;: in the 

tryin. to devi.,8 t. nuclear pro~l.ion for SO_riM 
j • • 

• • t.he lo~cal thine. . 
( 

know everyone made a great deal about the thin" that Rlcitover .... Ut +1.._ : 
.. "' ...... first

l 
, 

test reaotor in a subaarine, same oircumference a8 a 8ubmarIne , well that's 

exaotlY what t hey tried to do, and this wae pre-Chicago reactor and they came _ I 

acoording to Abelson ("ho 18 a men, I believe Abellon, he ' s an impeocable \ 

, 

scientist, you- know he ' s over ber e • • be ' . an older man no", I ' m very iapr .ssed 

\ 
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LOd he ie Bxtrcmoly helpful for me} Ilnd he uid they we"'e just within an ace of 

pflrfecting this tUng, end Roosevelt decided to put t.he big push on atomic energy 

ana so they ~ent and they said, ftLook, you ' ve got to close this Navy project down, 

either .6 put i-r. Bll. into one thing or " It \/as purely the Army jealous of the 

Navy. It WI\f) one of those kind of thin"o, hOd so Roosevelt specifically ordered 

that the Philudalphia Navy Yard ~roJp.ct be cioeed down. 

Was thill Phil~delph.1.a "raj ect goIng alan:; bolrore the famous Einstein letter 

to Roocevelt"' 

S. 1e3, all this took ploce bofore the E1nste In letter to President Roosevelt 

about develo.,ini the ato:llic bo!Ub. Abel:>on i5 one of those great tragic figures 

in science . He ' s been zipped out about 3 times of the Nobel Prize . 

? He'e a v~Bici8t. 

Z He's ru.d bad luok .,rorobly becau~e he concentrates on the substance. 

S. Yell, nil'S ~ure science. I 6.ued hb if he were bitter about thiB. For 

instance they were goinjl to call their ship the Naut1J.us, a'"ld wben the first ship 

"a6 llII\de it '\Ilia called the nautilus and I said, "liere you all inti ted to the 

" launching? " and he saiQ ":10" bIld I shl.d did it hurt your feelings" fnd he said 

"It didn ' t h.Jrt .une because I IIIl:l a pure ooientibt." It hurt Dr. Gunn very deeply . 

~h.n the Na~~ was ~ritlng the offioial history of nucl ear eneriY, Rickover vent 
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back and made them delete all reference to Abeleon and !lunn. And they've never 

recei ved any cndi t . In fact, there lnlS a Bill introduced 

Z. You can see, Bob, viV r Lave such Il speolal thin .. "bout it. 

s. Yee,there is considerable evidence that Fickover wae indirectly preb5uring 

the Navy not to recOJ:llllend theee Clen for recocni tion for work tt.ey have done. This 

~, of course , be _simply another case of overreaction b7 the Navy to Rlckover's 

long and aweao.e shadov. In 8n7 case, a Bill .,resented by Rep . Gharle!! S. Cuban, 

Republican, Cali~ornia, in June '64, to honor !lunn and Abelson, House Resolu,;lon ;<06, 
" 

vas not 6pecifioal17 supported by the Navy. In fact, then Reer Admiral C. B. Jonea, 

Chief of Legi.l~on, opposed It. passage on Rickover'B emeritus. It "IlS defeated, 

of course. 

? One of the 7Urious things for me is that one gathers, I gather bDy"ay, that 

Rickover 10 sUll just 8' unpopular in the Navy as he ever was wten he was lUI Ensign. 

Nobody really like. biJa. 

z. No, but a lot of people are afraid of biJa. You 8ee he goe8 on forever. 

A given C&O has a 4-year watch, but a youn~ Lieutenant Commander, he can survive 

MoDonaJ.d, or Moorer or Zumwalt, or he has to do is hunker dow ana 0;0 so:l.eplace 

for a few years, ~ t he can 1 t BUrv! ve Rickover. Furthtll'lnore .. he knOllS that Rickover 

hal the kind of institutional memory that will be after b1III t o the end of the 

.even .eas "here he knavs that the rest of us don't carry vendettas . \ 
\ 
I 
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S. Even into private industry. If you han nuclear training d try to get 

a job in private industry and you bave offended Rlckover's sense of maj esty, he 

will get you fired, and I bave cases of thht. aa will pursue into private industry 

and tell them, "either you bet rid of this man or I will declare your yard unsafe. ft 

That · s this double battedness you've got to always keep in mindJ be literally 

writes memos to himself. 

Z. We bave a sort of caBe history of thi& in the Swanson epi80de. 

S. I would like to hear about the Swan lion epilode. I don't qui tit .!mow how -

this i8 sort of a large .. 
Z. What I will do, Steve, at the proper tillle is to gi .... you the paper work 

on it - itk not olasllified - but the essence of it 1s thnt thi. fellow, Captain 

Swanson, was reoollllUnded to be relieved by Admiral Gooding, Colll!W1der of the 

Ship's System Co=and, to Admiral Kldd, who CUie to DIe and said, "We got an 

incOlZlpetent COJllllUlIlding Officer, not quite bad enough to take action against him, 

but we would lb.e to go ahead and move him on earlyft and based on that I indicated 

oontsst. Then I got a letter fTOlZl the Captain's wife which was beautifully 

wri tten and really laid it on the line to the extant whioh he vas being persecuted. 

Than Ad::l1ral D , SINC--PAT, 6I1d Adniral Cleary, SINC called IDe and said, 
PAT Fleet 
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-Look, we know this guy and ". ' ve been watching him, he ' lS being IIkewered 

by Rickover, ~ so I then sent the Inspectvr Ueneral, Vice AdlIIiral Jomeon, 

out, one of the rew senior officere who has the courage to stand up to RicKover, 

you hear a lot of people poop-mouthing !d;niral Johnson, he ' s a man of ••. 


