WHY A CARETR MILITARY MAN

I um sure thet those who make the decision to make militery life &

career do so for & range of reagons. There are those who know very early

in 1ife they went to be military careerists, mever waver in thelr steudfast-

ness, and dedicate themselves 1o makings themselves ready for entrance into

the military profession by way of the optimal route they have chosen or ere

sble to teke. Thus, there are West Pointers end Annapolls graduates, ROTC

graduates, and officers comnissloned directly from clvilian ingtituticns

by way of Officer Cundidate School who have elwsys known that they wanted

to be officers in the militery services. There was snother group who makes

decisione for military careers only after careful congiderastion of the

alternatives and sometimes only after yesrs of considerin, th:t It would

not be their choice., These decisions come from among those who have entered

a period of obligated zervics in the militery as the result of comaitmenis

made to obtein an education or beceuse they wented to serve thelr country

in wertime but not to remain in 1ts service 1n peacetime and for other

reagons. Officers who come from this background frequently include those

who heve hsd resl doubt sbout thelr commitment to & lifetime in the military
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service until almost to the point of making & decislon. I include myself in

this latter category.

I hud wented to go to West Polnt from the time I wes a young boy. &8

ie so often the case, my desire stems flrst from the fsct that my father hed

been sn Army Offlicer in World Wer I and, second, because the hometown hero,

Maurice Preston, hed gone to West Polnt and hed been & brilllant succese there

(Maurice Preston went on to become & Four Ster Genersl in the Alr Force after

a brillisnt record in World War II before he retired). But I had, during these

eerly years, alwaye visuelized it as just a step ln the educational process

enroute to Medicsl School, a long-term agpiretion 1 had had becsuse both my

mother and futher were Medieul Doctors. In order to seek &sn appolintment fo

the Military Acedemy my f{ather, & member of the Republican County Committee,

faced with a hometown Demoerstic Congressman, took me to visit the members of

the Democratic County Committees in eech of the counties of the Congressional

District. At each meeting my father would start of f by informing the members

of the Democratic County Committee that he was & member of the Republican

County Committee in Tulsre County and tLhen with that frank opening make &

request for thelr support with the Congressman - A. J. Elliott - for an
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eppointment to West Polnt. Following his remarks, I would follow up by

some diecussion of my reapons for wanting to go to West Point and aimost without

exception these individuals reeponded favorably and wrote letters to the

Congressman urging my eppcintment. As & result, we felt felrly cenfident thet

I had the Congressional sappointment avellable, but we vwere reluctant to rest

on that assumption.



