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The two important points hare Hre that the JCS are still fiGhting 

civilians betting into the SIOP bnd the l'rirnary reason for it 18 

ostensi yely securl ty. My ow pri va te view always WBe th,., tit wae an 

important area into which to probe by civilian authority and I en-

coureged that it be done. 

'o'i th regard to the Chairman' II vi eW6 on needing a wur-fi/::htin!; 

capability, all the Chiefa shared this view. 

'o'ith regard to the Chairman's view on the withholdin& of a 

strategic reeerve, thie represents quite a victory for me as the 

Chairman is now fully aboard and strongly in support of my objective 

here. You will recall that he wasn't nearly so much so on July ~~, 

1970, when I first raised it. 
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ADDENDUM TO THE JCS MINUTES ~/4/7~ 

Dr. Teller's pessimism about both relntive strstegic ca~abilities 

and nuclesr testing capabilities of the Soviets is based on grent 

sxpertise and intelli6ence backgrcund. The discussion on 

demonstrates the extent to which our capability to kill Soviet personnel 

is receding unlike the conventional wisdom and shows that we f:re still 

having trouble winning full support for the concept of a strategic 

reserve some 20 months after I first raised it, although we've mnde a 

lot of progress. 
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ADDENOU'l TO JGS l.flNUTES 2/lGt7~ 

The Air Force ie dying hard on dedicated reserve in the fight to 

change its designated reeerve is so that to continue the connothtion 

that would quite possibly be used as part of the initial retaliation 

rather then to hvoid blackmail. 
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ADDENDUM TO 2./19/72 JCS MINUTES ON 

This was the kind of final policy debate on the strategic reserve 

and 'With its desi,,'nation as swing force 'With 'Words suitably 'WOrked into 

the theology to indicate thEt it ws for the purpose of negotiatine; 6i. 

'War termination, I felt that after 20 months of effort we had made a 

significant contribution to C. S. policy. It became clear, as a re.ult 

of this last month, February 1972. debate, thEt the Air Force had its 

major reasons for opposing any reserve force: 

(1) the concern thht if it 'Were Minutemen 'Which 'Were designeted 

as a reserve they 'Would be eligible for budget cuts 

and if it were SLEM' 8 the.t were designated as a 

reserve, this 'Would be highlight in the gre8ter sur-

vivability of the SLBM's. 

Their opposition in terms of national level perspective all seems 

to me to be ver craay. 


