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The Men Vho Came to Dinner 

On 8 May 1972, the President decided to give his speech to the 

nation at 9 p.m. announcing that he had mined Haiphong Harbor. Ae rate 

weuld have it, this was "the exact MOI:Iont at vblch the Soviet Incidents at 

Sea delegation was scheduled to arrive at the h~e of John Warner for 

dinner. J oin Varner had invited ce and, although it wile a etag party, 

had decided to e.dd his wife, Kathy, and lIlY wife, MOUZA, to the dinner 

party since Mouza spoke Russian and moot of the Ilusl!iano did not speak 

English. John Warner and I discussed ahead of time how to bmldle the 

fact that the President would be announcing action quite anti-the tical to 

~ 
Soviet interests at t~ IIOment of their arrival for dinner. I reeomoended 

thllt the best thing to do was to invite the:n to watch television with us, 

rather than to trotl aruund it. This we did, and as soon an tho euents 

arrived we turned on the television and told them the President was 

1m:ninently going to start his speech. The guests consisted of Adl!liral 

Kaaatonov, Admiral Alekseyev, Rear Ad.nil'al Hotrokhov, and Major General 

Vishensky. They were accompanied by a beady-eyed, com:niscar-type named 

&.1bnov, who Ilpo.\ce English. For the benen t of tho military folk, rtlIf wife, 
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Mouza, trlUlsla ted the speech to the Russians ••• '8!l ...... IIII11!.!~."t::I!!FPI!IRI!-. as the 

President was giving it. After tho speech wa over, Mr. Bu1:nov turned 

to me and said; This is a very serious lIIJ.I.ttar between our two countries. 

I said to him I This is a matter between the United State a and an ally, 

~~ 
dealing with II: nation vi th whom we s.re at 'War and .... nothing to do vi th 

the Soviet Union. Mr~ Bu1:nov replied I You Americo.ns doni t realize that 

you no longer have the power to act this 'W1l7. This could lead to 'War. 

I said to himl You Russians doni t seelll to realize that the Americane are 

not going to let themselves be pushed out of South Vietnam by North Vietnamese 

using plentiful Soviet equipment. Mr. lluboov saidl That might be your 

attitude but I don't thinlt you ' re typical. I said to Mr. B.l1:nOVI You 

ohould travel more throughout our country and leam 'What our people are 

really like. The meal then went on to pleasanter topice. The military 

members seemed to take the action in good "tate and realize it 'WIlB quite 

consistent with U.S. policy and U.S. objectives and did not 5eem to take 

offense at it the VIl7 Buruov did. 


