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t. ) The Radford Story 

11y understanding of tho Yeoman Radford - Ue.; JCS spy r ing -

ovo1ve in an 1ntereoti!l6 way. Durla " the 1attor part of t he Indo-PlUdstlln 

ar major leaks of infer: tion heLan to ap"ellr in J ack Anderson':; 001=. 

Minutes of JCS meotln 8 for that period revealed that the White House \iUS 

beside itself vith r 00 over th leaks which reveal d policy discussions 

bOln~ on in the Special Review Group, thnt Grou of hig~level governmental 

nuthori ties constituted to oal with forcign policy cri es. No one knew 

thc source rut it wa8 obviou that tohe mOillOranda end documents being leaked 

could only have co~e from a very few officefs. The normal paranoia of the 

administration became uch more marked and intensive efforts were de to 

identify th Gouree. Hy rHeG show tha t on 1.3, 14, and 15 December 1971 

r11Y office was one of toho e e"ntacted by the offices of Secrotury Laird 

and Admir 1 Tom !loorer with qU9Dtion~ coneernia.; these leaks. 

On 4 January 1972, John "'arner, temporarily the acting Secretn,ry of 

the Navy in the absence of Governor Chafee, called me in to tate that he 

had orders to bet a first-class yeoman named Radford, out of the White 

House and out o f to_ that day. He said that there wero only two or three 
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places on the Vest coast to which he could be assigned under the orders 

given. Warner directed mc, in the n8.l:le of the Preeident, to get these orders 

vritten in 8Uch a way that no one other than me would -know what \/as coing on . n 

I told him that I would report back after I had exa:lWled the situation. On 

return to ~ office I learned that Radford was the yeoman assiened to ~he 

military office headed by Rear Adllliral Bob Vellender, liaison officer between 

Henry KiSSinger end Tom Moorer. I contacted the senior naval officer in the 

Office of the Dureau of Naval Personnel, Rear Adlnire.l Jim Watltins, end ordered 

him not to ask eny ques tiona tut vri te a set of orders assigning Radford to 

the Thirteenth Naval District, whose headquarters were in Seattle, and to 

get it done that day. I then returned to John Warner and told hila that I 

had set things in motion tut that I did not consider it proper for him or 

for me to pendt such precipitate action to be carried out on a naval 

person without knowing the reasons. John .amer said that he was not 

about to question the order. of tho Communder in Chief end 8UGgested I not 

do so eith~r. 

I then W'CIl t to Adr:tire.l Moorer to find ou t what he knew. since the 

lI!BJl was under his command. Tom !'.oorer reported that the yso::wl was alleged 
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to have been involved in passing document to Jack Anderson, rut that the 

\lhiee House did not went action teken against him becauGe the yoolJlllIl would 

reveal thlot part of h s duties bed been to pass documents to Tom Moorer 

v.!.thout the knowledge of the Secretary of Defense - the Prellident and 

Henry Kissinger did not 'Want it known that the Secretary of Defense \illS 

being bypa.seed. I told AdWr Moorer that I recommended tha t in fn1motls 

to the yeoman, and to the whole system, the allogaUons should be presented 

as formal charges and that t he judicial p roCCSIl should function. Tom Moorer 

stated that he agreed, that he bed 80 raco ended, tut thet his recommendation 

had been disapproved, I returned to Mr. Warner, informed him of \lhat I had 

learned, and recom:nended that s i nce Radford \illS a Navy man and the Depart-

mont of the Navy had the responsibility for him, that Warner insist toot 

formal charaes be_ brought. Mr. \lamer refused to do this or even to find 

out \lily the case \IllS being handled as it \illS. He directed !DO to cease l!\Y 

own inquiry. 

During the course of the day, Mr. warner instructed l!\Y execuUve 

assistant, in my absOIlce, to chan5e Radford's orders from Seattle to Portland 

l"if , 
and}~ to look for a 6mal1 city near Portland. By 5 Janunry, the next day 
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at 10 p.m., Radford's household goods had been picked up and he was out of 

On 6 January 1972, Mr. Warner contacted my executive assistant and 

said thut he wet know by 4140 p.m. where Radford ' s deek was to be, where 

he was to be assigned, and what the other alternatives ae to location vere 

by 6 p.l!!. Information on all activities in Oregon other than Portland was 

provided to him. FroI:1 these activitiee Mr. Warner selected at SalOlll., Oregon, 

a Naval Reserve Training Center for Radford' s aSSignment. Warner then directed 

rrr:r executive, again in my .beenc , to screen the jacket of the commanding 

officer of the training cEl'lter &Ild to contact the Re r Admiral in command 

of the Thirteenth Naval District to insure that the fOJ'lller could be trusted 

to "follow Ilensitive guidance. n Rear Admiral HcDonald, Com:ntmder of the 

Thirteenth Naval District, reported rook on 7 Jenuary that the com:nn.nding 

officer ~s knowl edgeable, had good comouni~ relations, and could handle 

guidance with a high probe.bll1~ of mainta.ining security. ~ r he great 

attention to detail continued. ... L a suboequent directive, fro \iarner 

instructed my executive that he wanted to insure that Radford _s informed 
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that orders ltere enroute to him eo that he "Would not arrani>0 for houeing 

in Seattle, in accordance "lth hie original order. 

RadfOl-d we contacted and '4xprcsl:lcd G1tiill.iil pleasure the. t orders 

were to..Id.ng hi:u closer to hol1e,1n Portland. Later "e received the report 

that he wae not hapl'Y with his specific Il.lwignment beCll.use he thought that 

that job would reduce his chances of making the next promotion to chi of 

yeol!tlll1. He wall informed by the Bureau that he would be acting in a 

supervisory capacity end did not have to worry arout the promotion op­

"'us '~f"Jfr"d 7a A"v",--
portunlty. HeTm, de the statement HI know "ho put m here, I'll talk to 

hie c.nd get it clmnged." He asltad if hi:; clearance had been revoked. 

The reply was negative, no clearances had been revoked. 

A fev days later in cOl'Iverestlon with Rear Admirlti 'ellender, I learned 

To 
that he we the one who had "blown the whistle" on Radford prior'tChristmas. 

He said that Radford had been relieved of all duties t that time and that 

subsequently he, Adulirlll Vellender, had been relieved of hiB duties in the 

White House, and bhd been asked to l'O!llOVO all of his files and was therefore 

protty lilUeh in a non-duty statull at the time . 

This phase of th l:\YstcriOUB operation ended on 17 January at 6130 p.m. 
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when Mr. '\lamer called ne to state toot Radford had called his contact, 

Colonel Finklestein, in the office of Ad~iral I~oorer and expressed thnt 

he was now satisfied ldth hb &ssit;noent. 

I diecussed with both Admiral Moorer and Henry K1a5in~er whether or 

not there '\/11.8 &r\Y re son to consider th:.:t Admiral Wellender ehould not 

receive the very best next professional sssigru;lent in aecord!lllce with 

his reCOrd)whiCh WIlS 8Uperior. Both of them were emphatic that he should 

be considered unblemished and that the disestablisnnent of the liaison office 

was a pOlitical neceuity because of Laird's concern, not a punitive or 

disciplinary decbion. Admiral \.fellender was sent to command of the 

cTUber destroyer flotilla, "here he did well end retunled to JJ!iY staff 

at the end of that tour where he was aesigned to the office of the 

Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Plans end Policy. 

This ended the Radford incident until newspaper etortes broke out 

two years later concerning the alleged "ew ring. ft On 11 January 1974, 

in an executive session with the Joint Chiefs of Stllff, M!lI1ral Moorer 

reported that he wanted to bring ue up to date on the publicity concerning 

the plumbers. He ea1d that Ehrllcman bad been in town for a week end 
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that he and t.he other plumbers were trying to justify their existence 

by allullion to the national Security Council leake. Tom Moorer said thnt 

he felt t t he had IIIl institutional respons1 bUi ty lind that he couldn I t let 

this issue £et out of hand. He reminded the Chiefs ~hat ever since President 

Eisenoower, the Cha1rcan of the Joint Chieh of starr had had a l1aeion 

orf1eOl' in the ~hi"e House; Colonel Lemnitzer from the ~, General 

Ginswrgh of the Air Force, General Jmdy Goodpaster him lf had been one. 

,\d:n1ral ~Ioorer st.ated that 1 t nol"lllllll,y had been a one-,,~ channel providing 

staff support to the lle.tlonal Security Council's Special Aes1stant - in 

this e.dlninistn..tion, Ibs1n .. er. He said that Secretary Lalrd had II.lways 

op osod this conoept and alw~s lookod f or a chance to cut it off. Ho 

relDinded the Chiefli that on the 14 of DecOll1ber 1971 quotes b<cgan to 

ap~ehr in the Jack Anderson oolumn, sometlmea entirc doc~~ents. He recalled 

Jack Anderson appeured on television waving top secret do~ents. He bot 

a Pull tzer prize for this and, as Ad.:dral Moorer said, actually ended up 

on the front p&&e of the Post for awhile before he got baCic to his natural 

poBi tion on the funny page. Admiral 1-Joorer reported that Albiral ~el1ender, 

in hie role as the l1as10n officer at this tillie, had finally observed ao:nething 
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that broke the cast! open . He had prepared Il. list of ohipa that wore to 

bO with U .S. S . Enterprise i nto the Indian Ocean when Dr. Kiaoinger asked 

for i t . Hie yeo Radford had typed it up 6Ild i n parenthesis after one 

of t he phips .,ut "tartar SIlJ:l~ \ihen this got into tho newspaper, it 

ap~earee! as U. S. S . T"rtar San una this was 1I1ult trigGered in ""ellender' s 

mnd that it had to have Oollle from that nemo. !:Ie reported it to lluig and 

to Admiral 1100rer. Adniral Moorer hbd informed Mel . ird and had reoom-

mended to Laird th t he invoke the Univorcal Coda of Militu.I7 Justice 

against P.adford . ftIt AdLliral Moorer :;aid "hat he :regret.ted he hadn't 

pu t the recomnend ... tion in writing . At the same t1.cne General !ldg reportedIIJ I" <C 

leak" to EhDi clmlan and Company troe! there emerged a jurisdictional dispute 

between Ehrlichnan/llnlde=n on tho one hlmd, end Laird on the other, and 

two ceparatc investi;;atione were done - one in the White HoUDe =d one in 

t he Office of the Secretur,f of DJfense . ljeither of these were ever show 

to Admiral doorer . With regard to Yea:nan Radford, J.dmirai Hoorer said 

that he had had duty in India , he \IRS devoted to tho Indiens end to 

AmOO$sador Kea tlng . Yhile ho was in India , J ack Anderson had come througb 

on a trip = d Yeoman Radford had beel'). assigned to him in !lew Delhi. Both 
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were Mornens. They became cloGe. When Rndford oDl!le back to II shington, 

he attended the I!omen Cillroh with Anderson lind Radford had Indian otudents 

stey.in1.. w1th hiIn in hill house. He WI! very pro-India,. The thrust of the 

WIIi te HoUDO dOCU!:lsnta was all anti-India. It 10130 Admiral Moorer's belief 

that R&d!ord beOR."!lO a crusader asainst tho so who were att:J.cking his beloved 

Indio, and that Anderson .took advanta~e of and exploited this attitude. 

When Yollender snw the possible connection, he Lnnediotely chanzed the 

combination to hie safe and not a single item after th3t ever appeared in 

the press, althouch all tho documents that had aotunlly been leaked were 

the period 3-15 December. Anderson milked these leaks for about thres 

month, DeceJIoor, January, and Februory, sometimes repeating quotes, 

8ollleti~es fUzzinz up that he had merged mescageo and that kind of thing. 

Adminll Moorer BUZilosted there were 0 lot of pol1t1ca11y embe.rrassin;; things 

in theae messagos, such as frank comm~nts from Ambassadors about their 

principles, et cetera. During the period vhen he ws being interrot;ated, 

Rulford suddenly changed his story to state that his Job had been to collect 

for the JCB. Adl:rl.ral I oorer believed that he liaS advised to do this by a 

lawyer and noted that Anderson in tds column ab-out thil5 time co:nmented on 
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the fact that there had been a very funny outcome to the investiga tions. 

~--RadfOrd had been such s good yeoman, reverting back to the prior period, 

that Kissinger and Haig had each taken him vi th the:n to India, South Vietnam, 

et cetera. He was • cr ckerjack shorthand man. "'hen he returned from the 

South VietnsB trip, at least, Radford briefed Wallender on the tri? and he 

typed up a report of what he had done on the trip. He had 1IUl.de this avail-

able to Wellender. When it got to Admiral Moorer, he sent it back to General 

fu.ig and has e. receipt to sholo/ tha t he did get it back to Haig. Haig had 

nlready briefed him on the information contained therein . During the 

interrogation, Radford wa6 asked if the Chairman had ordered him to acquire 

information. As of this time it lo/l'S Ad!:liral Moorer's understanding that 

Radford said no. Admiral Moorer told the JCS that he had never seen Radford 

to the best of his !malo/ledge and belief and Iltill hasn't. Admiral Moorer 

1ff"II • ....,I e '5 I'r~ -e~Sdr 
reported that Renr ldniral Rem Robinso;lhad been recalled from sea duty 

during the period of this investiga tion in 1972, and Radford was asked if 

Wallender had ever given him any orders to acquire any informs. tion. Radford 

~lid 7;'.' J, ~ 

said no . He was alSked '\lhy he did it, and hefsensed it was expected of him. 

The investigators sent for Robinson. He was shuttled back and forth between 
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the two investi;;cting bodie:s ~d >.os finally ordered by Ehrllc.h:rum to go 

eircctly b60k to Sen Dieco without returning ~ck to the Pentaren, so that 

he couldn't tet b6ck into the inveflti£~tion being done by Mel Ln1rd. Ac!miral 

M001'er enphaeized that the net of all this WIl that at Ilome point in the 

investigations P.lldford kind of turned the thrust of the invee-tiv-tlono 

"round to IlccatlUnz that Il no longer inve6tig~tinc: him. Inetead, it was 

looking at whether or not Ad::liral MooNr had boen up to anything. Admiral 

~Ioorer stressed that the JCS didn ' t mo\.' vhct WG going on nnd th£.t if the 

acquisition could howover unfairly been made against anyone, it cculd only 

be mn.da a.,;ainst the Chai:nan. He Btatad t.hat Radford had been ordered out 

after this invcstlgotion5 or thcGe investigations. He recalled t~t he, 

l.dniral Moorer, had had 50lllC conversations with me nbout th.?t aspect of it 

and tlwt I wan bettin - direct ardara from the Secretary of the Navy, ap-

parent.ly relayed fro~ t he Secretory of Defense, as to what to do. He 

reported that Radford \1&0 firot to have gone to the state of Wushlngton, 

end then they realized that that \laS Ehrliohclan' e hol:le State, so they 

ohc.n,;od th t and thoro lIere 11 nU!lIber of different signals. Atbiral Moorer 

add that lie never knew who vas cAllin;; the ebata, rut t.hey got hil:! out of 
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town. Arhlirnl Moorer stated that he thinks the plumbers were behind this -

that Ehrlicnaan Vol!) indi.cted for the robbery out in Los Angeleo and lias 

trying to malte the 0 se that the plumbers "WOrked 1f1 th a vi tal :{'I.lDotion in 

this investi._nt1on of "an espionage" tw tho military, as a typical example 

of what they had to do. Atbira1 Hoorer pointed ou t that the pl~bers never, 

to the bast of his knowled~e, found out anything - that the only thinG that 

"OS brou:;ht out =1.1 w!'len WeHender cllul1ht Radl'ord. He se.1d there is another 

H.. j,..,./:. v Q. of 
wheel vi thin a wheel on thie.. ' that Ehrl1clnnn \lIlS tr;in.:; very 

~rd to discredit Kisain6 0r at the time of the eer1ier investic tion ns 

part of the power struggle vi thin the White House. f, nd Laird wars trying 

very hard to insulate Kissin;;er fram the PenUigon. l.nd this is WP.:l.t led to 

tllO separate investigations, neither of which Ad:n1ral Moorer had ever seen. 

Ad:n1rel Moorer !lsked Laird late in 1973 wJv there never uns a cC'urt martial 

given to Radford and La.1rd ca.1d thnt the President had told him not to • 

.Ad:n1ral Moorer pointed out that although Radford was never oonvicted, the 

circumstantial evidence against hinl 'Ins overwhelming, when you rack up 

everything that wall known. And although Radford had denied th'tt he had ever 

leaked )( to Anderson, he thinks the record 18 qui te oleer including the 




