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fact t1~ t ..hLY hwl c!innel' to.;ether, Rnclfo:-d IllId mdernon, tho ni~'ht before 

the fir:n. l Ollk apl'lolnrod. ,\nother lfhecl lfi thin t. whee , Ad-u.ral lioorer 

tlU "ceted, 1e thAt ono of Laird's peoele hr.d hoen u,;od to invostiO.te this. 

A fello'.l by t he nr.no of Sto'/art who wwted to beeo::le he"d of the FBI, SIlt-when 

he didn't et the jo,) ...-etarted lenkin.: to tho llaiergnte Cor.ll".1ttee to try 

to denonstr te what a bocd investigator r~ was, even though he was et111 

working for the Execu 11 ve Branch of tho GoveDl:ncn t. Adr"..irel Hoorer said 

that on heo:.rin;: thi/l he called both H&bert and S~S, both of whom offered 

to do c'Ierythin.; ho thoue;ht ',lUI neces511r'J includinJ hear1nff~ .. Lhey 

finally u.,.read to wa teh the course of thin.;:s to see how they developed 

bofore :inz I< fincJ. decidon en hE.v1ng a heuring. Ad:rlral Moorer !laid 

he had talked to Kiesln,.:or just thE!' niCht before. K1.singer then called 

Hebert and Stennis to o:nph size ~hat Ad,unl Moorer could not h: .va had Ii 

lao tl 'Ie becaure lissin.;er wae "hays heping him informed and keeping the 

JCS informed. Admiral ~oorer said he htld had a number of inquiries fro!!l 

tho Press and bed told t:e i t WUII ridiculous, l!lld since it is aUe!;ed 

that he is conspiring on Kicein&er and since trAt does not involve him 

and KiGslngsr. his anS\ier is th t it ill ridiculous, GO why don't they try 
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KissiIIger. He believes they are goin~ to ask Kissinfer iII Egypt tonight. 

He said that the \/hi te House has becn (;etting into the nct and has been 

discuslling making come kind of a prospective statem t wt he is not IlUre 

they ville Senator Baker is apparently involved in it, Admiral Moorer Iwid. 

All of the leadership has been briefed previously on this episode, apparently 

fairly recently, end none of them exprecGed any interest in going any further 

into it except Senutor l3aker. He relllinded UD tha t about this tiJne some 

society cclu!llllist priIIted a otory about near Adrdral Robinson shoving up 

at a Vhi to House party in a unifol1ll coat n.nd no pants, vhereas tho fact _s 

that Robinson had not even been at the party, He C/lllle bnck to the Laird 

and Ehrlichman report, both turned in at the same time to the President, 

end in the same roM, both having their aim version of what took place, 

Admiral Moorer said, to quote Al Hale, there eeems to have been some sinister 

foroe at work - there are several lover ~evel civil aervante still on employ-

ment nt tho Vhite Ibuso, still loyul to !Ialde and Ehr Uch!:lan I and 

vUliII!:I to leak iII their behalf. Then Moorer went on to say thnt the Poat 

hB.d had the story for aome period of tine and that he believed they MY even 

have leaked this etory and garbled a version to oth r ne1l8papers DO that 
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they could come in wi th the accurate dope. I commented that I thought 

it would be very hard for the Post to como in with Ii story tha t would he2.p 

the military in any wO;Y, end AdJlirnl HoareI' soid he a,;reed ..nth that normally, 

but that in this case it ,ave tho~ Ii furtt.cr chanco to d1~credit the ~te 

House. He thought they might do so. Ad;:l1rel Moorer said the Radford inter-

view with Ehrlich:nlln wos taped but that it II hl.fl undorotlllldin;; tru.. t the 

investlc., tion reports turned in by Ehrliclnan ,md LlI1rd "ere only threo or 

four pages long, and he believes that both may have been vorl .011 slanted 

in e~ ch C 8e to cell whet the athol' guy V1t lS out to Ilolve - cuttint; the 

umbilical betllccn the White House and tt-.a Chaiman 1n the case of LaiI'll, 

and discredi t1ng Kinsinger in tho c se of Ehrl1cllllwn. J.d~il'81 Hoorer 

concluded by stlyine he WIle going to wni t n fev more days to see how this 

thine played out, that it had been tcaten up lJ lot, nnd that he fclt thvt 

he had an obl1el;tlon to insist on a henrin/;. Hill prellent intention l:aG to 

r ec;.ueet thRt they 1:0 open hear1nes . I pointed OU t to hl;n toot he 1IOIlld 

have • toueh rroblem "ec8use one of the thing!: thl t th!' hc-orin"s w(,llld 

probably bring Ctlt of loin it; thnt the Prellident thouCht thMt Ldrd ;.;aG 

dieoheylnll r.lt!, end the t the Prcddcn t ':ell hllvin; to send for Ad irnl Moorer 
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and direot him to do t hin.;:s directly, and that it Wuuld bring out a lo~ of 

additional dirty li:Jen . Admiral Noorer Bald that he agr eed with tlmt and he 

felt the OO31c thing was th'lt ten years from now no one would ra'llelOOr that 

Kissinger h2.ted Laird d that Laird hated Ehrlichma!l !lnd F.alde:la1l, bolt the 

important thin;;: './8S not to l et the JCS get sullied b-.f this. 

On 14 Janu:lry 1974, YOOlnan Clrrles rtadford ,ms interviewed by the 

Press in SIllelll , Oregon . In a straightforW'ru'd interview he denied all 

dlega tions of paos!ns ce cret papers to Jack Anderson . 

On 15 Janu ry 1974, Jolm \Jarner, now Secretary of the Navy, raised the 

subject of the 1loUender /R ldf ord proble, ,lith me . Ho stated that he was 

"not tl bla to re:la:lbar anything concerning hit! i\'lvolvenent in the Jlutter •• 

I rem.nded him that he had given me 0 sorieu of orders c:mcernine; what to 

de with first F.adford &rid then Wellender, but had never wanted to tell mo 

who the ordere werc cor:rl.ng froo (always clabing they c=e fro:n the Co=ander 

in Chief). On beine re..lIinded of this, Mr. arner stated that he recalled t.'1e 

orders bud co~e fron "Laird and Buzherdt . " 

1fo. "'-
On 21 January 1974, Genera:!. WickhaM. the military exec. te/secret~ry 

of Defense, informed the Secretary of the Navy and ma that t'ECDEF intended 
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to withhol d the Flag selection list for several veoks until it bec!lllIe clear 

whether or not Captain Kn D -z ,--e-l llOUld aome und r fire fOl' the "JOS apying. " 

Jolm wamer agreed "t.O this . I disa"reed. I wcnt to Adalrv.l Mool'er. The two 

of us "ent in to Ilee the Secretary of D fenoo. I polnted out ths.t G.::l.ptaL"l K 1'\ o-z ,'"'' 

\/as being tried by bidden aecu erll, if 'oe wi thh Id the list, and that the 

withholding could beCOJlle Ii newllwor'thy held 'lory con. I Gal th"t .d.'1i1al 

Moorer h:ld infcrmed J:le ttl< BE Dillo' had stated bat. tn investi"li tion done 

in Doi'en 0 unci r 1 La.il'li I IS regi.u d ap"arcntly re It:u 1.1 .... t C:4Ptcin 

bad "pra16ed dford :or hiE .. ooil \lork. J.Ji.ti '" ",orer 

pointed out t t thi waB normal for O/!.ptain It 110'?-,-'" Y' , wh::> wu:.. a i;ood 

Ie el', r.nd .it should not be 000 '.;rucd s 5uOOlninIO E.Il.dfold to do lJJ1ythL.'g. 

SECDl::F stated tllo!.t copy of tne invcstil>ilt10n in loli :;c:al- fiLal for:n war. 

available in Mr. lloffm.e.nls fl1 s , l.nd tlu.t I coul ";0 thr,:;ue,h 1t to at.l.lure 

m,yllelf aB to whether T.h-re lIe.S u.y reLtc(;u Lv withhol K " o -; ,' "", IS l'I'O!'lOtion . 

(He furt..her 1l1.ate<1 th,t thol' wore II. coup::'e of iteills ... Ideh poriphOluJ2y 

brou.;ht my llaJ:\O into tho invcllLit:. 1;ion.) 

I ondeuvoroa for otlvoral ~t. to bet Hr. H:lffullll Lv 6110W me a Hl • .>Ol't of 

the ...nvest ., ... Ucn. H" fill8.11y br" u.,hL iL to 0 , perm"t in" no to 1 bLd cnly 
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very brief portions. I was completely aatisfied, bnsed on 'What I saw, 

that there was no reason to ,,1.thhold Captain IC KD,-.-"..,1 'a promotion. 

On 26 January, Jim Schlesinger referred to the Tauth article concerning 

"ferreting infomation" and 8llid that this was not the ri",ht word rut toot it 

was almost right. He said apparently Admiral Robinson did not ever oend 

papers rut Ilerely briefed the Chniman. I stated that this did not surprille 

me. But Secretary SchleSinger stated that Senator :Baker had told him that 

Wallender delivered various papers to the Executive Allsiate.nt to Admiral 

Moorer. I stated that this may hevo been the calle, rut that Captain K h~?;"'''' 's 

report was that he alway aSGWlled such papers were there with the knowledge of 

Kissinger until the Radford story broke. SECDEF lltated that Senator Baker 

was Il~ing "Zumvalt -wall being quoted on the Hill as having said recently 

'Sure, Tom Moorer does it - he had every right to., " I told the Secretary 

of Defe se that this 'Was an absolute falsehood, and alked whether I could 

confront Senator Baker. He inatructed me not to do 110 at this time for 

fear it would look like ovo1'1"f)aotion. I asked Secretary of Defense 'Whether 

he WIlli ready to relealle the selection board in view of what I had said about 

• He said he would • 
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TlJIl".Atl/ tha in 

Also on that day, I reported back to ~es1nger in rellponse to his 

earlier request that Admiral Io'ellender had informed me that the story he 

hears from Senator Stennis was in conformance with the f ll.ct that he had 

repor~ to me - i.e., Wallender knew about rome infonnatlon not being 

legitimatel,y provided, rut Admiral Moorer did not know that it WIlS illeg1timatel,y 

provided. 

On 29 January 1974, 

~ ",,, 
~ [5 ,....e d ( J 

aT 0. ) 

Schlesin(>er aalted me~hat the attitude of N vy people 

WIlS toward the spy charges. Be seemed to be prooocupied with th:..t bocause he 

had asked me a couple of tUae8 privately. I told him that I felt there was 

not lIllY great ooncern about it at the present time becauBe people consider 

this to be part of the ucuu newspaper distortion, rut that it could be 

serious if Ehrliclmsn counterattacked. Abe N,id that he had just come back 

froll Fhntsville and people could care less. Schlesinler poiuted ou t. that 
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articla which said that Tom Moorer had tried to ~et 

Radford court-martialed was hel pful. Schlesinger went 01) to &ay to t he 

Chiefs that he thou.;ht 1 t \/Quld be a 9O-day thine: during the hearings and 

trials, and then he thinks in tho l ong run it will look all right. Clements 

said, hold your fire, don't shoot until you see the whites of their eyes. 

He sald: WI know you guys have lots of contacts on the Hill nnd in the Press, 

and rII¥ advice 1s to hold 1t until we've seen evezytb1ng they bave got. That 

is a good strategy in any event," SECDEF said that White House motivation 

waa a little unclear to h1IIl. General Ellis Boid tt t"Way back during the 

Bay of Pigs, the Chiefs held back like good soldiers and didn't even speak 

up though they had a hell of a 600d stozy, and then the good 8tory never did 

get out. Schlesinger pointed out that, this WIlS a little different. At that 

time you had a Prel!liden t who was t he darling of the Press, and now you' ve 

;;ot a Pre8ide.'lt who tha Press is tzying to crucify, eo they won't have any 

trouble getting tho stozy out. 

while I \1&8 with Secretazy Schlesinger, Senator Stennis called h1IIl to 

tal k abeu t. the need for Iladford as • wi trless. After concluding the phone 

call, Schlesin~er stated to me toot he was concerned with Clalilion and Colson 
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who, with other \lbite HoUBe attorneys, were stepping up the drag asa1nst 

Admiral Moorer. He stated therefore he thought it w s even more importlmt 
11-h ~.IV 

than flast tl e __ menti0V t to e to have & counterfire among the Prellil. 

lio sald he &88' the strat f3 of t he plumbers to be one of establ i:3hing the 

kind of propollition thnt they were s",ving national ecurity IUld t hat if the 

E'" Chalruan o! JOS had to be targeted t:s epying, tbl. t wen' t too bad, that they 

went after ElIsberg . liD said thnt if tho plumbere make their stend it w"uld 

pu t the military behind the eir.ht ball Glld reemphasized his view t hat we 

need & cQunter-c pa1gn. fie said he believes thB t riirsch has been given a 

copy of the Young report b.Y Ehrlichman or Young . 

On 21 February 1974, after we completed brlef1ne SEeDEF on progr amming, 

he raised with e the quelltlon of the "IIPY charges" and asked e \/hat I 

t h:.ught of the status of things. I told him I had reed Vellender's statement 

and thou t;bt t t if one believed it that it mado clee.r t , t Ad;:tiral Moorer 

was in 1;he clear, and there lIlUI quito a discrepancy betlleen Radford's 

testimony and Wellander'.. SEeDEF a .;reed, and 8l.lid t t he felt that P.ad!ord 

had uple motivation to be covering himself. SEeDEF stated t hat he liaS 

concerned tb t the continuation of these he:o.rings is degrading the military 
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image, end particularly the Navy's, since they are all naval personnel. 

He pointed out that in the final analysill it adds up to a naval admiral versus 

a navy yeoman, end it doesn't make any difference which one you believe, it 

is still Navy. I told him I a.:;reed, rut felt thAt fII between the alternative 

of permitting a Congressional investigative process to grind inexorably and 

the alternative of reacting in sOI!le way through the Pross, et cetera, it 

seemed to me t t the preferred course was to let events take their course 

and count on the essential fairness of Senator stannie to put I1U thin.,s in 

context. SECDEF agreed. He Bud tJu,.t he is clearly unhappy \11th the course 

of events. 

Also, on 21 February 1974, in Ii conversation \11th AdcI1ra1 Moorer, 

," 
Admiral Hoorer gave his view that the connict betwe"n what Radford said ~ 

the fuzhardt investigation and \/hat he said in front of Senator Stennis' 

COIIIIId.ttee would indicate that Radford had perjured himself one place or the 

othar. 

On 24 Juno 1974, SchleSinger, in commenting on the President' 5 attitude 

tol-11rdS me and his concern about the speech I had given at the Naval AcadSll\Y, 

told me I shouldn't feel thnt I was unique, however, that the President was 
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every hit Il.Il upset in a different way with AdJnirl1l. Moorer. Tho President 

had been sounding off about the faot that T~ Moorer had spied on him. 

This provides all the background information and should be used in 

conjunction with the 8tory thnt I dictated called "JCS Spy Ring" on Tape 

21, Side A, part 6. 


