
Tape Side A & B 
Part 10 

THE RAY PETE STORY 

Ray Pete and I were classmates, fellow destroyer men. We first began 

to be rivals when I was returning to Washington from Command of Arnold J. 

Isbell where I had won the Battle Efficiency Pennant and the Zfficiency 

Pennant from each of the Department of the Ship. Admiral Holloway, the 

father, was Chief of Naval Personnel, and when he heard about this record 

he promptly had me nominated to be Admiral Arleidh Burke's administrative 

aide, relievin5 Commander Tom _W=-_________ who was goin" to sea. I was told 

that when I got to BuPers that I probably would only stay there two or three 

weeks and then 50 work for Admiral Burke. However, two factors conspired to 

prevent this, (1) Mrs. Burke hed MrS. V, ____ -"';;;et in the wives of several 

prospective candidates. At th"t time Mousa was heavily pregnant with Mouzetta 

and Mrs. Burke apparently felt that she would not be able to ~rticip8te as 

fully (that' e a bad \lord to use about a pregnant \loman) as some of the un-

pregnant wives. Separately, Admiral Burke had served with Ray Pete and 

knew about him so Ray \las detached from Command of his destroyer early and 

brought into that job. Subsequently, I went over to Richard Jackson's office 

and toward the end of my tenure there was one of the two destroyer men "lcked 
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by Admiral Rickover, after a lengt~ screening and interview process, for 

command of the nuclear destroyer, Bainbridge - our first one - and Exac of 

the nuclear cruiser, Long Beach. Riokover indicated that he had no preferences 

to which of the two went where. F4Y Pete and I both egreed that we wanted 

cO!lll1lB.nd of the Bainbridge and that neither one of us wanted to be Exec of 

the Long Beach. So I relayed this to Admiral Dunham who was the Assistant 

Chief of Naval Personnel. The Admiral asked to speak to both of us, asked 

us if we couldn't work it out - we both agreed that we would neither acoept 

the Long Beach job - 110 he then made the decision that since both records 

were identical and since I was senior in the class, I would get the Job. 

lie each went back to our officell and Within about 30 minutell I received a 

call from Admiral Dunham tellin.,; me that there'd been a slight change, th"t 

Ray Pete would go to the job instead of me. This had been a decillion between 

Admiral Burke and Admiral Paige Smith: A~~ral Burke, strong:y favoring 

Admiral Pete, to whom he felt loyal, and Admiral Paige Smith being violently 

against me for having worked 80 hard for the Hump Bill. Ray Pete was in on 

the decision and Admiral Slni th then endeavored to pereua.de me to tl'.ke the 
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Long Beach job "hleh I r":u~c" t.o de ;-.c.G iriSiE'kG on cllrryin,; out my original 

order to do it. 

It Whl; Known frOla the very be"innin,;; that -whoever wall selected to 

e01",,!md the &inbridge wuuld be selected t-wo ;)ears early for Captain because 

ano tho' el,,-s£_ te, Admi 1'1,1 Bill J..nderson, had taKen his au bi1I&.rine, the 

Nautilus, under the Pole a reO' months earlier. ?resident Eisenhower had 

wanted to promote him imrJ.edietely to Captain. Admiral Burke hhd }lersuaded 

the President thet that could be handled by e selection board and it wouldn't 

rape the system as bhdly eo it was quite cleer tlw.t COlll!llW1der Anderson was 

going to have to be selected for Captain on that Board. HOlolever, before 

the Board could meet, COllll1llmder Cowherd, another clasSIllIite ulso took his 

6ubnarine under the Pole, the Skate, and it. was apparent t.hat the Board, 

in order to be fair, -would heve to be airected to take two Ilubmariners. 

AU of us who were following the thing prett.y closely felt the t the odds 

-were very high that the Board would then feel that ohey !wd to balp.nce it 

by picking one aviator IiIld one destroyer lIlAll, and that whoever got orders 

to command the Bainbridge -would be the guy that was piCKed. And sure 
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enough thf,t's the way it workea out ,,-ith Calvert, Anderson, Pete fillU an 

aeronautical engineering duty officer - the aviator - in my clas6 bei~ 

selected - four of them - two years early. I was one of •••••••• 


