
Tape Slde A 
Part .2-3 

TALK ON BE1'1iEt:1l SCHLESINGER AND ZUMYALT 
About ,3 October 1974 

1. Schlesinger sta Led that he had just come off of television in "hich 

he made the point that fat in the Defense DQpartment wa~ a wasting 

disease - there wasn't any anymore . 

2 . He said that there seems to be bsneral indifference to the Navy's 

problema on the Hill. 

3. He had read t he Stennis speech to which r had referred him in 

another conversation. l~ said that he found it Pollynnnish, that 

it didn't look to the future. He said that he plans to go see Stennis 

in Mississippi and vork on him vith rebard to NA'ro and also vith 

regard to the unsatisfactory mari ti,ne belance. 

4. He Baid next yet'.r he expects to be the yur of the Navy and he intends 

to "et on it and hit it hard. 

5. He said that be haa had no luck with regard to stemmin .. the F.1ckover 

tide, rather just the opposite. He emphasized that the Navy has got 

to make the patrol frigate probram wo rkj it has bOt to keep the 963 

destroyer . !loving. He had thouliht that he had this on track Illt 

haa found the whole problem in delSpllir since inflation has COLle alon ... 
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6. He said that the Defense Depc.rtment didn't do all tlu!t redly in the 

'75 Wdget but that the Navy got badly cUpped. 

7. I said that I thou!:ht that 60me of this W.6 Stennie' effort to be 

punitive because I had refused to ball out Litton. Schlesin.;er "'breed. 

8 . I asked him if Rumsfeld W&l! giving hilll 8up,.ort yet and Schlesinr::er said 

he had not yet had II. chance to develop this support. He said that 

Kissinger ie still ste~~-rolling and is hard to keep in check. I 

reported that everybody has it tlu!t only Sohlesinger can be II. 

counter to Kissinger with regard to the Presidential ear, and asked 

him whether he tho\l!;;ht he had done enough. Schlesinger said that he 

had spoken up at a few NSC meetings and fel t the t it lu!d oome efi'eot. 

I esked him what about the private meetinGS with tlu! President and he 

didn't seem to feel he had done particularly ~ell there. I told hilll 

that Paul Nitze wae continuing to hit hard the need for BUPI~rt of 

Schle6in~er's views in a sophisticated wRy. SchleBin~er said he 

didn't need sophisticated support, he needed blunt support at this 

time . He asked wl\Y Nitze tmd Zumwalt don't try to wild an external 

organization, for example, a committee for the strong national defense 



T8~e 81<\e A 
P"rt 3 

-3-

to try to develop popular support . He wen t on to ssy we're gettin,.; very 

bad headlines, for example, recent polls over subgested the showin& 

that 44% want to cut defense whereas the fact of the matter wus tha t 

many more than 44% think we're doing about right or not enough. 

Schlesinger suggested that we get organizations like AFL-CIO, CO-RD 

and David Rockefeller to help. He said he was beginning to despair 

that we could atop the steam-roller effort to take us right out of 

the competition wi th the Soviets. 

8. I pointed out again ths.t SEC DEF has to carry the primary ball. SEC 

DEF ssid that Paul Wineke carry only the McGoverns and Symingtons -

we've got a fiscal drag on Defense. He urge me to talk to Paul Nitze 

end to start trying to get in touch with younger people. He pointed 

out how badly LaRoche, that 1&, how sloppy his work is and yet it 

seems to be used b,y a lot of people. He said that the Navy 1s 

oIoing to go even below those 500 ahips that I used to talk about 

and go in to the 400' s in the year ahead. 




