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MEETING IoITR PFF,sIDEllT FORD ON NOVEMBER ~, 121!t 

I vas with President Ford t his date for the presentation ceremony 

to Commtmder Kerr. 

President Ford asked where I vss living . I told him ve were living 

in Falls Church until next aummer, by vhloh time we must decide on a 

second career. 

He asked me vbat I vas doing . 1 said that 1 vas 6iving some 

university lectures, some public l ectures, and t rying to write a hooll: . 

I 8Ilked if the Russians had pulled their ususl negotieting 

triok at Vladivostok of keepin~ him negotiating until he had to a ek for 

a receSB to ':0 to the bathroom. He ssid tha t Brezhnev wall t he one wbo 

had to a sk for the brenk eaoh time . It was obvious thnt he had been 

forewarned of the technique . He said that Brezhnev was apparently not 

feeling very veIl. He had been told by Brezhnev's interpreter that he 

had been sick before the meeting, and after the second day he seemed 

fatigued . He sn.1d that Brezhnev V8.S very "ell brie fed and mev his stuff. 

l! IIIll.de the point that I thought that Brezhnev must have evaluated 
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him Iili a pretty tough guy becaulle Brezhnevftlrlm, Mr. Ford, a better deal 

than he \las prepared to .:1 ve !-Ir. Nixon in Ju 1y. Mr. Ford sllid the t he 

had done sOllie pretty hard negotiating >lith Brezhnev. I \lent on to say 

that I thought that this was just II. start and that we had a long wy to go. 

Mr. Ford agreed. Secretary Mittendorf and Admirsl Holloway were there 

and commented on the fact that they thought that Congress was beginning 

to understand a 11 ttle better how !:Iuch hlep the Navy needed in the ship-

construction budget. Mr. Ford said I hope so, 1'm worried about the new 

Congress. So m.nny of them ran on en anti-defense proGram. I said that 

in ~ view the llIOnkey really ought to be put on the beck of those in 

CongreBs who have cut our defense, that this has contributed to our in-

ability to get a better deal In the Strategic Arms L1mlta~ion than we have . 

Mr. Ford said that he agreed \lith thnt. Secretary Mittendorf said that he 

had spent two hours >lith Senator Socnnis the day before Thanksgiving and 

that Senator Stennis ssid that he now realizes that the Navy needs help. 

Secretary Mittendorf said that Senator Stennis was apparently quite distressed 

ahout the preBBure I had put on him to get the budgets through when I was 
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Chief of Naval Oper6tiona, and that he, Mittendorf, hud defended me, 

doing the only thing thnt could be done to 6et a reasonable budget. I 

told Secretary Mittendorf that I ~ouldn't believe Senator Stennis was for 

us until I eaw it; that each year he h6d started out by sayin~ it and 

each year he kind of worked against us . 


