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ACS ta::·exempt statu:; 
SIR: I. It;..e man) other young chemi~ts I know. 
conSlde~ :t .emlstry to ba my religion (how else 
couk! I fUStir, tne tune and fI()(!tIfJ'/ devoted to i1"). 
As its go~nming body and gutdlng light. ACS 
$hCK.dd dedi:!J e ItSelf a rellg.ous orp.1IlIZ8!1OI'l and 
thereb)' Insure Its favorable ta.x status . 

SUSoln J. Kohler 
A55i~tant Professor. Mount Holyoke College 

I Source of dioxi~ 
SIR. R.eOe c.:a L. Rawls, e&EN Washington. Is to 
be CXJnQrat •• dated for pufllng tooether facts on the 
controvcrsi..-il dioxins (C&EN. Feb. 12. pcgc 22). 
Interest .ngly, there are three excerpts which 

! seNe as a basiS tor the clati ficalion o f the 
SOIICE: of dlOx ins. 

" J-·'.aIlY l tudies of 2.3.7.a..TCOO in the envi· 
rOlYTW!lCrt lndtcate hit It breaks down fairly rapidly 
vi:. pIlolOdegradalion In 1M air" (page 2<), 

" Th.U toki us that the problem WO!l; not a wa· 
tertxwne problem, but an airborne problem . 
because whero we coIkM:ted the oarnples in ttle 
laboratory hid never been and COUld never be 
..- walef," Bun'O .. plains (page 25), 

"SuI dlo)' iM bound to pnrticulate maHer can 
PIN thrOUOh tncincerators operating at tern-­
perah.r~ as hig'l as 1 1S00 C with no Chan,~ in 
_!rallon" (page 28), 

In ~ 01 !hese corrwnents this author recalls 
h1 the sto::kpUe of Agent Orange, some 2 • . 5 
mlman Ib, was disposed by ocean iIIcineration 
by 1he A:r FOIce. This author suggese thzl TCOO 
was not Pr('lm Panoora's box. but tt:at these 
dioxin mut!'f talS may I'\a~e Deen made airbome 
in 1ne plant'TE: olsposal at Agent Orange. I recall 
tt-.a: the incl:'\8ra!ors aboard Ship opt:rated be­
tween ~ ' 0" iI"Id 12000 C. Couid it be possible 
th.:~ !his pra::: :.:.e of oce ... ~ :n~,,'etG:lon put 
d · ~lIIr.': :n: ..: a . chemica: cloud " that i~ now 
!a l i Ul~ w: ,· ".:,;",y where . all ~O'J reminiscent of 
,ddl.:la: f1ve :aUotr.? ' 

Sian Miller 
"w:,.ging t.c..'Jior. Envi,or:mentat SClotmCe & 

Te.:hnCI::>:;; 

Taking i~'le with Castle 
I SIR: On h EdilO(S Page tC&EN. Jan. 15) ycu 
I c.aIried excerpls from a tall<. oy Oougle! Costle . 

I 
head oj ~ Environmenta l PtoteC'lic-, .: 
wrC ao~;rt -: c.~i:mar: of t"~ hf'-:" " :'J 
Coun:;il. i"~ iI-a ~ take tssoe With C·;" ::' h:s 

I S18tttme-"~:, 

I 
Sir. you ~ r~.iI & cr::.r.t mc-J..-e . n: .. · /lc- :,. I:;) so 

conctuc1: ~ :-egulalory orocess ttl:.: ~ ..... orofi l­
, I a!)Jfi:',. ot C~ I~triss is cre5erve; wrtl"l~utln­I flntto.l&1"', r.-' ;.: Ir.c.reasc~ . 
! 'tou do t-.:lVti SlockhOlde::;-we are all your 

S10.:kho!dO:f1.. and we demand our dl~idends in 
the form of a S1rCng econor:"Y. IIISIa~ened from 
the demanOs for redundant and duplicated re-- • . 
port., . II~ 'J! whIch fire 01 Questl('l~:,:>I !: vn!:Je. 
so that 010: , ... :'"10 ar.j It'ICCIfr.es ~ ptt!<1"rvec. a-"j 

: . ~ 

our Irv tn 'J standard is nOI desU(../ed b, 
men:-generated I~flalion 

You do have sna:es In the campan ... 
all a:e ta.-pa~ I~ 'J.S. citi.:en!;. even tno 
collectl~ely act as thOugh you were abC 
pen} considerations. 

You dO have eo year-end bonus. or yc 
have. beC4use your continuation In a p. 
publiC trust should be conlingent u. 
performance In that Position. 

Many go~6rnment employees. partlC 
appoltltlve positions. act as though they 
the U.S., bl" nOI of It. It is thl),' wt-.o 
public confidence in the governmenl 
N:Jrwich. N. Y. Rooe,., S. Rao' 

SIR: In r8!:tponSfJ 10 Mr . Casue 'o; vIew: 

Regulatory Council I can 't help but Que 
unfortunate contradiction ir. claiming ; 
e~ident elficac:y 01 government r~ 
Costle firs t proooses that since 90Yl 

officials are paid to be " cost e'fec:lv' 
I'\aving no prolit motIVe they have no en 
to do a good job. UnlOl1unate ly. he als 
tnat the P\IPOS8 of the newly formed Re-. 
CounCil IS to " identity and eli:'TUMte 1 

fictencies. InconSIstenc ies. and red tat 

ha ... e come to characterize some of f lrt.' 
lalo(5\ effOl ~." 

Why IS he defending a beatS8CtolC) v. 
admits has not lullilled its fu .. ,ction'? Then 
a mOle suoUe contradiction In Costlt 
ctaim . He continues. " /I we cannot proc)J 
effective regulations. we are as baf1It;.t\.Cl 

company that can 't ~11 its produCt" Lt· 
is tne point tTl;.t regulators don 't have to ~ 
proouct The market is captl'Ve and ft. 

pays. 
I wou ld therpfore recommend tNlt Ir 

toJl'e. instE3:l 01 defending the whIte kn~ 
0 1 !1i~ 21ency. Cos~je :;on.:e!"'~ralE- on e 
a91no; l e-;ulatOts 10 become more pre ' 
~<:ted Onl/ men would we. the Ar'!"ef,::;1.­
be assurea that U'le regulators are W(If" 

our pro l it by provldinO truly cost ,noeL 
ukl':lons 
&Jrke ley. Calif. Bf3dley S 

In favor of metric 
S:R ?rof. Boulding'S ~st edi!0I181 (C&:..\ 
29) is a tired arQUment against the rTV!~ 
tem It makes no ment ion 01 SI (int!"'\l: 
systen', of uni1s). whiCh was establiUred 'I' 

His vle· .... s on tne meuic syste:n are &! 0\.' 

fashl<;" "~ 1Jnd Illogical. He atgues klI' , 

diverSity. ;'91 h(: lnSlS:S on com'Otlief:ct 
1"Jl.e Oretnc system hQ~ been a1C:)LtC ; 

~Ianct Canada. Au!;tralla. and v~ .1: 

non-€~~tish-speek lng countrIeS ltI ". 
(exch,.c!'l:: cn..nel . e:.T.'Ill, UbGriA. ArIb FJ 
of Yeme·n. and tt'Ie P~!e's ~ 
publiC at Yemen). Falhle of tl.U.S, ~ C# 
to the metric .system will ev8/;iLta.lY ~ 
U.S. of billions ot 0011815 in L::~.s of r r 
'cste~ c " mGfTlc" language w i.,.· 
?op~ I~ rus " u.:.:J;· en Crit!cl&m" ...:.. 

, ";' :.1~ .... ,., 
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