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MACJOlR 8 NOV 1967 

MEMORA..~DUM FOR: CHIEF OF STAFF 

SUBJECT: Revised Policy on Use of Defoliants 

1. COMUSMACV agree. that we Ihould attempt to devile a new 
policy on the use of defoliants along the following lines: 

a. Define a large, heavily-populated area in all four CTZ s 
where ule would be totally and publicly banned. In fact, thil area would 
be so defined as to cover those areas where there iB very little use of 
defoliants any longer in any case; 

b. Similarly define the remaining area as that where defoliants 
can be used under present procedures. 

Z. The purpoae of thil exercille would be to meet critici.ml of;. 
exce .. ive use of defoliant. by clarifying that they will no longer be used 
in large areas, while in reality not restricting our use of deColiants (.ince 
they are not now normally used in thia area anyway). In addition, there 
would be an elcape clause to category a. above" which would permit the 
use of defoliants even in the prohibited area provided that a atrong case 
could be made to MACV /JGS. 

3. Appearing to restrict the use of defoliants in this manner would 

a. help meet US and Vietnamue critici.m of thele operational 

b. increase peasant confidence '0 that they would grow more 
rice; 
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c. be of psywar value by sugge.tinil that large areas were ./~' 

sufficiently pacified by now-that large .cale defoliants use was no longer " c 
necellary • /-: 
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MACJOlR .8Jmo1J .l9.67 
SUBJECT: Re,Yiaed Policy on Uae of Defoliants 

4. I would like the staff to prepare a map showing areas in which 
such a ban on the ule of defoliants could reasonably be applied, baled on 
experience over the la.t aix months and expected operational requirements. 
If the sta££ believes that there are strong objections to tbe proposed policy 
it should also ape cUy. 

5. Pleale regard this as an urgent project ao that I can give Qen. 
Westmoreland at least a preliminary view no later than 20 November 1967. 

;ttl/I< 
R. W. KOMER 
Deputy to COMUSMACV for 
Civil Operations and RD Support 
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