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1 increase in the ramp area, ,·lill that be ca?able of acco;nmoda-

2 ting the C-5~ and a 747? 

General Bro,'In. Yes, Senator, but in relatively small 

4 numbers. There is only 110,000 square yards of parking area. 

5 Senator Gold"later. If the runHay ,·lill not sustain the 

6 weight of the B-S2, hO>l do you propose to have it sustain 

7 the .,eight of a loaded 5 or a 747? 

8 General Brmm. '\1ell, as you reme.:nber, the c-s is built 

9 for off-runway operations, and we are getting around an at/ful 

10 lot of landing area. It is really very lightly loaded in 

11 relation to the runway. I have forgotten the exaot Height 

12 per square inch of tire pressure, but it is very 10\-1, much 

13 less than the C-141. 

14 The restrictive feature on the B-S2 operation there 

15 for sustained operations is obviously the l.-un\·i'ay is too 

16 weak, but for emergency operations it is too narrO\~. It 

17 only .lill exceed the outriggers on 'the B-S2 by a little over 

18 one foot, one foot, seven inches, so that .,ould be a pretty 

19 I risky operation to take a B-S2 in. 

20 Senator Gold"later. A little sharp. 

21 "lhy is it adva.ntageous for the ~avy to be able to operate 

land based long-range antisubmarine · .. larfare aircraft and 

petrolcun aircraft from Diego Garcia? 

General Bro'..:n. Ecrely to sustain t!1eir o~cra tions of 

surveillancE: throllCj!1out the occa41,s of the .-;orId ,-;here. ",':c have. 
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1. II Senator Goldwater. ~'lould this becomz only the anti-submarilie 

'I 
2 !Iwarfare aircraft, would then this net become incr"asingly 

3 Ii important if threats to the streets of !-lalacca grew? 

4 II General Bro· .... n. No question about that, yes, sir. 

e ,I 
~ !I Senator Goldwater. 

I -

I want to point out the Straits of 

. 
6 II Malacca are very, very narrovl. Getting one of our large 

'I 
7 Ilcarriers through there is really an act of semanship. It 

8 1 looks like a wide strait but it is very narrow in the center 

I 
9 i! and very shallo~,'l, and so "16 are talki!1g about something almost 

" jl 

10 illike the Suez Canal or the Panama as far as making it possible 

11 II or impossible to traverse. 
,I 

General, ",ithout Diego Garcia are we unable to protect 12·11 
13 I! long range patrol aircraft to the extent required in order to 

,I 

14 ii protect any united States Navy operating forces we may have 
I! 

15 ,I there? 

ii 16 ,. 
i! 

General Brown. I would say we definitely ':JOuld be unable 

il 
17 Ii to, and definitely the anSHer would be yes, we "ould be \jnable 

!I 
18 'I ~ ;j ... 0. 

Il 
19 ii 

.I 20 ,. 
il 
Ii 

21 I, 
I' 

Senator Goldwater. You would be unable? 

General BrOHn. Tha t was an a",kv.:ard ques tion. 

Senator Goldv7ater. In fact, there is no other base that 

11 
22 ~l you have for a land-based aircraft, is thsre? You knON that 

I: 
23 :1 we have'lofit the friendly places tha t \ ... ~ had on the eastern 

" Ii , 
2:~ 

" 
shore of Africa, and no,'l that. we have pretty \·;e11 lost the basE:::s' 

" 
" ~~ in Pakista!1, there are not nany bases thut t,.';oe havG. left thut 
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1 li.m can launch land-based 'aircraft on, is there? 
" Ii 
" 2 j; 

II 
General BrotoJ'n. No, sir. He are restricted in the nurr.!:>Er of 

;) i'bases that ,dll take land-based aircraft in that part of the 

:1 4 Hlorld. 
;1 . 
I, 

5 I, Senator Goldwater. How accessible ts Berbera to air 

·6 !!taker ships and lines of communications ~rom the Persian Gulf 

'I ? ji to the united States? 
II 

8 II General ilroHn. 
Ii 

Hell, as you realize, Berbera is just a 

" 9 !,feH hundred railes to the west of the main shi?ping line from 
I! 

11 

12 

13 

14 

i. 
!: the 

I! ., 
H 
" if like 
Ii g 
I' 
'I 
I: 
;i base 

!i 

Persian Gulf around the east coast of Africa. 

Senator Gold,,,a ter.· If this is not classified, I \-l<?uld 

to have you answer. 

Is it not true that the Soviets are building another naval 

east of the mouth of the Persian Gulf? 

I' .' 
" 

General Bro.ln. Nell, they are, they are participating, 15 
!l 
" 16 1: as 
" !I 

the Secretary testified in his stat~~8~t, in the preparation 

I· '17 j: of another base. 
,I 

l-"lhether it is for their use or other use 

" 18 " I do not knOlv yet. 
ii 

19.1 :i 
Ii 

Sena~or GoldHater. 

20 ;; still anothe.r site east 
;! 
;: 21 II General Bro~"ln. 

" to 
22 :1 kno\.,r, Senator. 

~ ! 

Is it not true they are looking at 

of that? 

of that. I just do ::ot 

2"" '" Secretary Schlcsingsr. There has bE-en an int9.rnittsnt 

" 2·; ; usc of filcili~i23 in Bangl<ldash and in Inc.ia. He do not ~:no~1 

~[. :1 the status of those facili-=ics, ".'hc~!1<:?;r _t!";.-=y woule. be av.:.ilu:'la 
! 

.. 
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I am not talking about the in::lediate 

3 Ii 
':fU±ure. I think this was tied in with the ability of the 

4 il 
I'Soviets to convince Afghanistan and Pakistan that it ''lOuld be 

5 !I 
6 lito their advantage to pay attention to t~e Sovietn and forget 

. about the free world, so to speak. 

7 i 
i 

3 j ! way. 

9 jl 
II 

10 II 
I 

I think it is One of the major concerns of Iran, by the 

Secretary Schlesinger. Yes, sir. 

senator Goldwater. Is the naval base at Subic Bay, Philippine 

II II 
ijessential to the support of our operation at Diego Garcia? 

12 II General Brown. Yes. The principal support of our fleet 

13 !i 
~!moverncnts into the Indian Ocean, those operations are sustained 
!! .' 

14 II , h 'f h b' ji l.n t e mal.n rom t e Su l.C !lay. 
,I 

Diego Garcia really will only 

15 ;' pbe, when this construction is completed, aL~ost a satellite of 
d 

16 Ii Subic because the supplies Hill flml by ship and by air into 
I: 

1'1 ;1, , :i Garc~a from Sub~c Bay in the main. 

, 8 !i 
- II Senator Gold\1ater. now, if we are. denied Subic Bay, Zlnd 

'I I, 

19 il I really think it is fairly logical to assume that He nay be, 
" 

20 H ,·,il1 we not also be denied the use. of our air bases in the 
Ii 

21 ;1 Philippines? ., 
?<'} ~I 
-~ 'I 

I: 
Gener al Drovln. Nell, I can only speculate, and I v;ould 

23 ,,',' hope b h' k not, ut I t l.n ... , I cannot see <iny reason to close us off 
Ii 

2,; 

25 

one base and not all bases. 

S~nu tor Golclh>u t8r ~ I Rdr.li t tha t 
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I! from the conUll<"nts of President Marcos a fe.w days after the loss 
1: 

2 ;i 
;s Ii of South VietnilJ1l, and his rscogni tion of Peking ye~tercay, I 

ilthink we have to do more than just speculcte on this possibility; 

4 ! 
::1 think it is a very, very serious threat to the United States. 
!I 

5 ji I do not believe the Philippines any longer look to the United 

6 ilstates as a dependable, viable friend. I hate to say that, but 
ii 

? iiI think we have ,to look at reality. 

II 
8 Ii The Chairman. The gentleman has used his t~e. Do you 

9 I! i: have one morc question? 

10 

11 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

:' 
" ~ I 
'I I, 

Senator G01dv;ater. I do not have a~y more. You have just 

l'run me out. 

II 
:j 

Ii 
~ i 
ii 
:i 
Ii 
Ii 

The Chairman. All right. Senat.or l-!cIntyre. 

Senator J.\clntvre. , . Thank you, Hr. Ch2.irraan. 

rlr. Secretary, is there any reaSOn for all of ';:hat ship 

i: days presence in th9 Indian Ocean that are depicted in ycur 
" " " :'chart in 1972, 1973, and 1974, any particular reason? 
" " !J 
II 
II 

Secretary Schlesinger. Hell, as I indicated, there has 

The special reaso~s are at the da~k !: be9n a study expansion. 
:j 

Ii area at the top of the curve '''hich reflects the nine clearing 

llopera"!:.ions in Bangladesh and the northern Red Szz-s. Those areas i; 

" :i of course, \~Yould re.present a transitory phenor:lenon and we 

Ii 
it , .. ·ould expect thera at least to disappzar. , 
" ; Senator Hclntyre. Those mining o?3ra~ions allover? 

secretary Schlosingcr. Yen, sir. 

Senator McIntyre. You ~~OW, 170,000 ~~rrels o! POL in 

• 
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I, 
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1 il !, not a very significant aJ:\ount of POL storage. 

2 il 
3 11,1 

4 i time. 

II Senator MCIntyre. 

5 Ii Ii by mv colleague here seems to be very significant, that the 
6 i! " 

iiinsta11ation at Berbera has 130, and they are going. to 170, 
'j 

7 !Isomething like that, barrels, and the modest installation that 

secretary Schlesinger. That is \.;hat ",'e see at the present 

Therefore, t~c question that \o,yas raised 

" 
, 

E II 
llwe are going to have at Diego Garcia, you are requesting Ii 

,I 
s08et.h1 x:g 

9 ,I , 
IIhke 640,000. 

10 
iI 
l! 

Now what is the explanation for that? Ii ,I 
11 " " secretary Schlesinger. I think the c:-:planations are t~;'IO. 

13 

15 

j, 

j! ,. 
;;The first is that Diego Garcia will be operating 5,000 miles 
iI 
'i away froJ:\ Subic at best, as Senator Gold>7ater has indicated. 
It 
Ii 
i~ There" is some question about that. 
II 

If Subic would not be 

" ;;available, you would have to operate at a very co~siderable 
" :j 

16 :, disadvantage fro", the east coast of t!1e United States. Our 
I, 
:1 

17 lj lines of comr.1Unication are vastly longer than t!1ose of the 
;1 

18 il Soviets. The Soviets' line of communication Vlill shrink fran 

J. 9 'I 
il'll,500 miles to 2,500 miles. 

20 Ii In addition, it is intended that. we have th~ support 
\ 

!I 
21 I,.e. • 1" f ' f 1 ' , , - ~l ... ac~ 1 t1CS or a carr~cr task orca y..'.l~ch l.n a hlgh COnSUtlEr 

I! 
22 !: of fuel as compared to the ships of the soviet navy, the 
,.,-. !I 

.:::;:. :: combntant.s, uhich arE parinarily r:lissile carriers of nuch 

5~aller dimension. 

I 
; 
I 

i 

I 
So I think that. }·ou havH a c1if~erent. cbarac~er of the !,r':)l) 1 c', 
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j, 

: j1 in the tvlO cases, the length of the lines of co:munication and 

!the type of facilities that would be supported, the type of 

;; I 
icapabi1ities that '-lOuld be supported. 

4 , 
5 I . Senator NcIntyre. He certainly have longer distance. 

'\ There is no doubt of that. lIo<lever, is o,ur lease being pulled 

6 i, out of us, the least at Behrein? Is it going dmm the drain? 

II 7 I, 
i! 

8 I! not occur. 

Secretary Schlesinger. certainly hope that that will l '~ .-
At the present time that is still up for discussion. 

Sena tor IlcIntyre_ But I w~ impressed by the fact that 
9 i 

I 
I 

10,1 
i' a number of these nations, I think that Senator Goldwater 

11 II 
L refers to the@ as not small, but some other langu2ge, that 

1 9 Ii 
.. ij what they "ant, they have something going and I have never 

1 3 1: s£en it or hOH many signatories th:,,~e are to it, but it is to 

14 Ii 
-- :: try to establish that the Indian Ocean '-lill be an ocean of 

15 !I 
II peace. 

" 

And yet, I understand that t.he reason He have got to 

16 ii 
:, further our position in the Indian Ocean is, nlli~er on9, that 

17 I! we have' got to keep those oil lines, the' foreign oil in a 
Ii 

IS 11 '.' h - -il posJ.~J.on \ .. erc ,qe can obta1n l.ti and second l that we need to 

19 II -r be in there as a superp0<lcr to oppose the challenge of another 

20 I i superpower in order to protect these little nations around the 

21 i il area there that some say they do not really '-'ant, either us or 

22 

23 

;1 the Russians there. 

i' 
-j 
Ii -, 

It just doss not maJ:e any sense. 

24 " 
;~ sense to i:lC. I do not understand. 

It does not ::12::e i!.ny 

sccrstary SC:l12si~S'cr. l-!ell, S8n~ tor , it !:.akes diplc:::a tic 
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ii 
I 

.; sense, if I may put it that Hay. It may not make sense logically. 

;1 Senator l'!cIntyre. I am not satisfied that I-1e have made ' 

ii 
ii 
:1 the effort at ~he top to try to get sonD sort of an agrec~ent 

:1 
II ,Ii th the Soviets as to the amount of acti vi ty that ,:e are going 

lito have to put on the Indian Ocean. 

I NOH, Mr. Vest has said that they turn a cold and a deaf 

i 
!I ear, they are not interested, and L~at see~S a shame. Here 
" 
II 
;~ we are doing Hhat Richard Russell, according to !,1ansfield, 

~ . 
l' said He should never do. Ive are going to make it easier to 

" iI 
;~ get in the Indian Ocean, easier to float around there, and 

Ii 
11 i; easier to get into trouble. 

12 II 
Ii So it is a real problem to me. I soraehoH have the feeling 

" 
13 Ii that the case is being 'overstated, gr. Secretary. I could 

H 
l4 .;; not back that up "lith any testimony. 

'i 
11 

! just do not have the 

15 ~,' t' , ll!le. 
11 

But, you kno"l, "hen I was a kid I started collecting 

" 16 !i sta!llPs, and one of the first stamps that really interested !C,e 

I-
17 II was a cOfiunertlorative stamp put out by Great Britain and it 

'I 
I' 18 Ii was a map of the world, and down at the bottom it says,. liThe 

I' 
19 il Sun Never Sets on British Soil. n 

il 
20 1: And here were all of these little places in re~ arounc the 

!I 
" 21 I' ii globe, and that is Hhat happened. 
" 

The sun has set for Grea~ 

Ii 

22. I: Britain, and 'tIe have had to pick up -the narblcs. 
., 

2:~ '1 
;, me, there is a lot of resistance cc~ing up to this, !-~r. 

Secretary, a lot of resistance. 

:.25 ;1 Thank you vor:y much. 
" 
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I ii 
I' 
;1 

The Chairman. Yes, sir. Thank you Thank you, Senator. 

2 ' II very much.' 

3 II 
I! 

4 i! , 
Senator Bartlett. 

Senator Bartlett. l·!r. Secretary, what is the nature of 
!I 

5 H 'our agreement ltd th Britain on Diego' Garc~a? HO\Ol much time has 

6 !ll to run, what position do we have? 

7 Ii secretary Schlesinger. Basically, it is a 50-year agreemen~ 

8 llfor joint lease. There are so~e requirements for conSUltation 

9 J!With regard to specific types of use. In general, in general 
I! 

10 1: for the purposes that vIe intend the facility to be used, there 
11 

11 jl 

ljare no restrictions other than to inform them • 
. " Ii 

12 II 

13 11 
11 have reached for bases of opera~ion \'lith othsr countries? 

14 ii . Ii secretary Schlesinger. 

15 II . 
. II agreenents that "Ie have reachsd with as intinate an" ally as 

Ii 

Senator Bartlett. Is this sinilar to other. agreenents \-Ie 

I think it is siv.ilar to other 

I , 
16 '. :' the British, and it is sL"'!lilar to So~e of the agre~"";1ents vie 

Ii 
have1 

17 !i reached el se,.,here. Agrea~8nts COV8r a very broad spectrlli~, 
II 

18 II d f h . .. h" i: an some 0 t em are qu~te restrlctlve .. T 15 15 not. 
j! 

19 I: Senator Bartlett. Hr. Secretary I in yot!r opinio!1, ,·;hy 
I' 
I' 

::;0 ;i are the Soviets building up th",ir strength in the Indian Ocean 
" II 21 il and building up the base at Berbera? 

Secretary Schlesinger. i'Tell, Senator I I .:oule! like to 22 Ii 
I' II 

23 .' ii st.rcss that l:C can!1ot. dofi:1C pr:::cisciy \·:!14t t.hs Soviet r..ctivzs 

'I 2,; 
i are. 

:.' 
:: gro\-lth 
.I 

All that -.. ;e do kno\,· is a gro',;th of ca;>2!Jility, anc. that 

capubility d0C3 concc:::-n us, and. \~C must countcr-
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II ,I 
II 

1 !1 
,:balance it. 

Under the heading of speculation, one can talk about the 
tl 

2 1\ 

: liuarm ,·,ater drive of tho czars back to the time of Peter the , 

i/Great. Or one may say that the Sovie.ts have nO .... l becone a global: 

5 Ii . . 
;1 naval pOHer and they \,,-sh to express that. Or one may suggest I . . 

6 i!that they prefeI to be astride the oil lines of co~unication 

7 liHith the implicit threat that that holds for the oil lines of 

8 I'i .. !communJ.cat1on. 

"II I ~lOuld not care to attempt to identify precisely ",hat 
I' 

10 !j I' the Soviet motive is. It could be a n~ber of things. lie do 

II I! 
!; note the capability, houevcr, and ~'1at concerned us. 
1\ 121 I Senator Bartlett . /·Ir. Secretary, does tho rapidity of the 

13 ,I 
jl build-up in Bsrbera, \o!hich seems to ne to be rat-her fast, docs 

. ~; 

14 " ljthat and any other reaSOn indicate a further expansion of 
!! 

15 " I: Berbera, a build-up? 

:1 
16 li Secretary Schlesinger. ~le do not knmq ",hether there vii 11 

l~ Ii 
.' :j be further expansion beyond that Hhich "'e have indications of 

18 I; from the high altitude reconnaissance. 
Ii 

19 '\ Senator Bartlett. In your opinion Hill this facili':y 

20 II 
i1 Secretary Schlesinger. 

21 11 

There could ",ell be, hm"ever. 

It Excuse me. 

221\ 
:I 

Senator Bartlett. Is this facility at oerbera. primarily 
.... -, , 
.c,., :1 for naval activity or a combination of air and naval? 

~ , 
~~ .' 

secretary Schlesinger. The very subst~~tial air st.rip 
" 

2S T !i indicates tha-t maritime surv2ill.::!.ncG is one of t.he intentions 
;! 
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The missile support facility has the potential 
;1 

2 r of supporting air to surface missiles as well as surface to 

;; i surface missiles, so that in all probability it will have a 

4 :!substantial air, presence as well as naval presence. 
II 

5 Ii Senator Bartlett •. The Senator from Arizona asked you , 
6 II !;questions about other bases that the Soviets have, but trying 

'I 
7 lito ask the question a little differently, hCH does this 

I. 
8 iladdition, <lith what they already have, including what they have 

jl 
9 :1 in the Soviet Union itself, add to the total presence of the 

" 
10 ii Soviets, including their ability to overfly other nations to 

!I 
11 I' the Indian Ocean? 

" _., 'I 
~~ II Now I just what does this give thera compared to \o!hat "'e 
13 It 

II have .or \-That \':e \-lQuld have Hith this additio!l at Diego Garcia? 
II 
II 14 " 
ii . Secretary Schlesinger. They have substantially greater 

" 
15 i: capability for support of their vessels and their requirements 

ji 

16 i'because of the size of the vessels in their 'fleets. They are 
1~ 
,I 

17 n more modest than our O\-ln, their lines of co:r..rnunication ar9 
Ii 

18 ;! shorter. 
!I 

191: .1 As a result, if it were their design, and they transited 
II 

20 I'the Suez Canal, they could rapidly build up th"ir presence in 

21 I! the Indian Ocean. 

, 
I 
I 
• I , , 

i 
i , 

22 !! 
" it 

As Senator Synington has observed, in" the event of 
I 

conflict: 
" 

r)7 '1 
~ ... , '; the Suez Canal coule} indeed be closed. It is for ~hat reason 
~. I' .. 

r.~ ~i I believe that th8 Soviets \-Till be int8r~sted' ip. c:-:pa!l(!inc; t.h8ir. 
,I 

~:. ;i logistical ctlpabili::i2s in the Indiztn Ocean as a conti!lS~~cy. 
;' 
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Senacor Bartlett. Mr. Secretary, thank you very ,"uch, 

The Chairman. Yes, Senator. Thank you. 

Senator Culver. 

Senator Culver. Thank you, Hr. Chain,an. 

, 

I 
I , ,I 

5 " II Secretary Best, in 1971 and 1973, tho U.S. General 
~ '. 

Assembly; 

I 6 \'IPassed resolutions calling for the establisr~ent of .an 

7 I , f d b II Ind~an Ocean zone 0 peace. I ",-'as concerns y your statement, 

8 rtherefore, that We have made no overtures to the U.S.S.R. 
9 ~ . . 

i: regarding the Indian Ocean since 1971. 
I' . 10 ii' . r As the Senate. demonstrated last week, \-!e ",ant specific 

11 ,\ 
iievidence on the relationship of foreign policy to military 
!i 

12 ,. f t t t· . !s this expa~sion at Ii orce s rue ure re.ques on rn~SS1.ons. 

13 :1 Diego Garcia related to speci"fic for sign policy requirsraents? 
Ii . 

14 j; Hhat commitments \-lould be hindered if -the Congress \</ere not 
,: 

l5 ~i to take this action or have military desires for flexibility 
II 

16 i; pr~vail over foreign policy interests in r..ai!1taining friend.s!1ips 
I: 

l'I II 'h ., , , ~ ;1 Wl. t natl.ons l.n the area, l.n supportl.ng U. :'1. calls ~or a ?eace 
'i 

18 !: zone and in building on detente, supposed cetente, by seeking 
;j 

19 " 

I': and initiating, not just a\.aiting proposals leading tmlard 
20 II . 

Ii agreement for military lir.1itations in tha~ area? 
I, 
" 21 ii Now, I would just like to add to that question a folloH-on 

~2 11 II to Senator S~TI:lington I s about the a '..:ti '..:uce of coun-!:.::::-il3s tov:ard 
'>7 Ii 
r..,,'--' ;: this devclopncnt in the littoral area. 

:, 

In hearings before the Cornr:littce on ~~2.rch 12th, 1974, 

2~ '1 
,. D2PUty SecrSctary Cl8"'TIMcnts \"las as~:ed by SS!12tcr Synir..gton to 
" 
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II 

11 .. 
!iprovide for the record a country-by-country analysis of the 
.. 
11 
i;position3 of the littoral nations regarding th~ proposed U.S. 
" 
I; 
:1 expansion of Diego Garcia. The results of that analysis are in 
Ii . 
Ii 
"the Committee report of June 9, 1975, and they report a s~~~ary 

iI ., 
1; of those 29 countries conducted by our Q'i'{n g6vermnent Hhich 

r J 
11 resulted in a finding that none of the 29 were favorable. 

II h SUPi?osedly balanced \';ere four: Irani Kenya; Pakistani and 

Ii 
I! Singapore. And interestingly enough. On the Iranian one, 

" N . h . 
llpress reactlon as been balanced, but express~d deslre that 

ji 
iI 
j! a great pm"IEr arr.l.S race in the area be avoided. 

Ii .. 
11 

" ;' 
There has been no official Iranian position, but our 

:1 ;. embassy believes the Gor \'Ionld not obj ect unless pressed for 

11 

l' public position; 
I' :) 

:" regrets. Unfavor2.ble, tN'el vc, unl:no~,· ... n, thir"tce:l; 

II 
" ., 

" " 

Not·" 

" 
:; Mr. Vest? 

li 

is this another case of th<:! tail ·"agging the dog, 

\' 
ii 

Mr. Vest. Senator, let ne say at once I do not con3ider 

\' ,'that it is a matter of the tail wagging the Qog. I tr.ink that 

'I j! 
i' there arc speci.fic policy reasons \'lhy \>le have favored Diego 

Ii 
" !l Garcia. 

\ 
i 

! 
ij 
h To Qogin, you must look at, we "lould look at the ,,;hole a~eat 

" 
'I ;IOur policy relationships to this whole area are dep~ndcnt- in 
., 
': 
;' the first plac2 or. frcedcn of the seas. t;c " ... ish to ::1aintuin that 
~! 
! 

;: freedom of t..he SELlS. 

., 
;: 
" 

I go !.Jc.yc:!u that,. Our r!~latic;:!:.~~ip to the area is dspG.nd:":;-.~ , 
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" I 
I . 
Ii 

1 !, 
:! on th" balance. 
1 

He "'ish to maintain that balance. 

2 !, 
ilthat, there is no stability. 
Ii 

64 

l'li thout 

3 Ii NO\<, as far as the Indian Ocean zone of peace, which the 

<1 II 
;jrcsolution which you rGferred to speaks of I He oppose this very 
,; 

5 I, ii simply because it does involve the mattcz:: of the freedo!:'.e of the 

6 , 
:; seas. If we are limited in one area, we '''ill find such an 

7 Ii 
!!activity affecting us in other areas, and there are broad 

8 II policy considerations calling for freedone of the seas, not 

9 II 
It simply the Indian Ocean but elsey/here as Hell. 
\1 . 

10 II' 
'i NO~'l, as far as· the countries the:nselves, I am fanilar 

11 II 
:iwith the itemization yoil have mentioned. I ",ould merely go back 

I? Ii . 
rl to my state.'llent. There area large nunbcr of countries th8re 

13 !!that for political reasons "ill say O!1C thina ~ubliclYI but in 
~ ~ ~ 

14 jj private conservatio~s, under t~e present circumstances, do w .. !ish 
I! 

15 1 
jj us to maintain a balance with the soviets in..;.the area. 
I: 

16 1; 
Senator Culver. Hr. Vest, ho'iv many tines did you hear \! 

ij 
17 l'that during the \-lhole agonizing course of our experience in 

. Ii 
1~ 'j 

o ;. Southeast Asia and Vietnan? 
jl 

19 :1 f ' I ' ~. ? 'l am~ l.a.r reIral.n 
11 

Is that nct a pretty painfully 

!I 20 :, 
II ~Ir. Vest. Yes, sir. 

i 
But I am not saying it in that context. 

II 21 it 
il r 

Senator Culver. You are saying a no\o! potential disaster 

.' .:contcxt, and you have not learned any of the lessons of th~ 
:1 ... ) ... 

&"".' .l past ten years. 

2.1~ .; 
: . Hr. Vest.. RGspr:ctfully, 
.! .. 
:; an talking ctbout ~noth<;r 2.r~~"1 

" 

sir, I disagree·~\·i-th you. I 

anc I co not co~sicer that I an 
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11 
1 1\ • ;. repeat~~g propaganda or chivalrous on this particular area, 

:, 

, 
I 

\ 

I 
2 :1 Ii and I can go s~raight to Iran. You picked Iran-. Of CQurs!:! IranI 

3 \! 
llhas said it >lould like third-party forc~s removed and that is 

! 

I 
4 I. l! their avov.'ed ultimate objective, that there is a ,,!ide 

I: 
distinction 

5 !I 
Ii bet,.,een saying that the Shah ,",ould like our policy today to 

I' 
6 iltake acts that would leave him in a prejudicial situation in 

7 i!relation to what he >lishes ultimately. 

8 II Senator Culver. Do "'e have any initiatives tOh'ard the 

9 !soviet Union in terms of conrcte proposals enanating from 

i; 
10 ;; our O\-ln governnent to bring out a peaceful resolution of this 

11 I: 
Hsituation and try to stern these disturbing and draMatic 

12 

13 

J.4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

U 
il 
i,developments that have been described as dranatic developments 
,I . 

" i: today? 
I, 
" 
'I 
I' i: 
li 
II 
I' 

" II 
it 
I; 
!! ., 

Nr .. Vest. In this particular area, \0.'9 have not. 

Senator Culver. You have not. 

Mr. Vest. No, sir. 

Senator Culver. Hell, that has not changed eitheJ;'. 

NO~l you mentionsd Iran. There are b,,·o i tel:'\S in today' s 

!I 
II 
1: He\'1 York Tir:16S, one that reports of U.S. plans to s£ll Iran 

il 
li thrEe diesel subraarines I 
~ . 

liTO give the Iranian navy the ability 

ii to operate in the Indian Ocean ... 

, , 
1 
I 

11 "Persian' 
,; Then there is a second One entitlsd, or headlined, 

~, . 
• "'. ~! 

., , 
,Gulf 

·1 
States SC3king Closer Ties." 

Thin is a report of increasi:-.g solic!2ri ty ar:!o:1g the P'S'rsia:1 

,; Gulf states \'i'hcrc Iran is seeking a gulf .free of outsidG pc\·;crs . 
.. 
i: 
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NO\'l this article points out, Hr. Vest, that \OlO have a 

2. ;;continuing flo\'l of armanents to our friends, so called friends, 

" 
3 iito the nations of the Upper Gulf regio~, including $400 ~illion 
1\ !lin U.S. material, an amount to Saudi Arabia, KUl-lait, and Om<:.n 

5 ilalone during United States Fiscal Year '75 •. Preli~inary figures: 

6 il . 1 bl ' d· b f i,· lirecently made ava~ a e suggest Iran s ~S, ursernents or· 

" ;, 
7 i!military equipment during the 12 months ended in ~!arch this 

'I 
8 . iiyear come ·to $4.7 billion. 

9 il 
" 

No", this report goes on to say that it is expected that 

lC 

11 

12 

13 

15 

l6 

17 

Ie 

19 

20 

i' 
',in a collective security pact to be signed this fall, the 

h 
;: signatories ,.,iI1 guarantee each other I s t€.rritorial integrity 
" '; 
;;and keep the two supnr pO\'1ers a\olay froa the region. 
Ii il 
!. In vie,', of the.se developments, \'lny does the Unit~d States 
" 'i 
:,necd to police the Gulf and the Indian Ocean? 
1, 

" :, 
h 

Sir, we are not policing the Gulf. Mr. Vest. He are 

i'maintaining our ability to be there. 

i! 
There is a distinction 

l!between the b/o. 
" !, 
/' 
" q 
" 

Senator Cu1:ver .. Our ability to be in the Ineian Ocean? 

1'1" , ~Ir. Vest. "le are --

II 
II Senator Culver. ., \"Ie have trouble being in the Indian Ocean 
!, 

21 ;,today? 

Nr. Vest. Uith Diego Garcia in the Indi.!n Ocean it Rakes 

2;:' it e.asi~!:' ar.d Dore €.conor.lic to carry ot:t a ~ur.ction \·:hic!-1 ~~'e 

I 
; 

~~ ~:.~ consider advisable. , 

r~~; Senator Culve:r:. Specifically, ";·:culd this base b8 vi~al for 
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I 

i 
I 

: !I Hr. Vsst. I do not specify that Diego Garcia is specifically 

I; designed for any area in the Indian Ocean. 
,I 

4 II 
'I 

5 'I 

Senator Culver. It is just out there, an island, and \-lhy 

6 !Inot have a navy base there? 

I It is not tied to any commitm3nts, not tied to the 

7 !!imPlementation of any specific foreign policy objectives, just 
" 

8 lithe vague thing that >1e have a rock, let's build something. 

9 !!we have an airplane elat can take pictures of sone place in the 
~: 10 I,. . :1 nel.ghborl.ng area, and \"9 can manufacture all kinds of horse 
I, 
II 

11 ;: stories on the eve of Cbngr~ssional cO!lsideration, and why 
'I I, 

12 i!not muscle up and let the political types just roll along. 

13 11 Ne do not have to link that to any -foreign policy objective .. 
I' 

1.1 II 
,- :; That is not really ever called for. Let us just escalate this 

15 Ii situation and above all do not dare go into any serious 
II 

16 :i negotiations vi th the Soviet Union where ;;e supposedly have all 

17 II Lof these cozy relationships currently to try to bring about 
iI 

18 lj restraints and save the A.."'lerican taxpayer and world pec~ce and ., 
~ ! 19 ji those prospects, and \'lhat do you do over there in that shop 

!'f) II 
'-'-' l\ of yours? 
n., I. 
'::'..L ;: marching orders and try to figure out ser.:.e half-baked rationale 

Hait until the Defense D2part::':.snt gives you your 

" 
22 l) h' h h t ff d ~ d "w.!..c you ave no even 0 ere \..0 ay? 

p 
2? ': 

" 
Israel, vlould this base be vit?l for :.1ilitary operations 

to defend Israel, lIT. Vest? 

i'tr. Vest. I turn thcJ.": O~Jer to the --., 
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1 
Senator Culve.r. !~O, I am asking you. You knoH I you read 

2 
that Constitu-tion again. He have got \\'hat is called civilian 

3 
control of the military. Mr. Schlesinger's job is to respond 

4 

5 

to your judgment and determination in cO!1sul tat ion ,,!i th the 

1 President and the Congress as to what our' foreign policy is. 

6 
I am trying 

7 I and I think 

8 I Defense. lIe 

9 111 two. 

to find out from you what our foreign policy is, 

it would be a great assistance to the Secretary of 

has got a tough enough job \>lith one hat, much less 

10 
I am asking you ,",ould this base be vital for military 

11 

12 

,operations to defend ,. 

II prevent operations to defend Israel? 

Israel and would this lack of a base 

i 
I 

i 
I 
I 
I 
I 13 

questio:d 
• I Hr. Vest • Se:lator I if you lv'ill let m~ a::.s\':c!:" your 
! 14 i you 

I 
pref~rabi~ 

, I 
have asked a military evaluation, and I think it is 

15 I I to allot;v the military representative to anSHGr your questl.on. . 

16\ 
171 
18 

Senator Culver. I "ould like to hear ,·;hat you think., Do 

you have an ans'.er at all? 

Mr. Vest.' Sir, I have a personal opinion.· I have not 

19 ' II,studied th3 strategic ability thers, but I do not think Dic=go 

20 'Garcia has a particular role to play. 
21 I 

Senat.o:!:" Culver. Hay I misunderstand your job description? 

i 
1 

I 
I , 
I 
I 
I 
I , 

i 22 II 
I::lay 
il 

I misu:r.dcrstand your job description at. the State D~pi!rt.i:~8n":?: 

23 I""I understand that you arc Deputy Dirsctor of ?oli tical-::ili tary 
~ i 

2'~ ;t 

;li ..... ffairs. I cannot think of a ,I 
25 Ii 

!lto address a su~jcct than thz pu.rticulnr porfolio yoa carry. 

more inticatc n~~us 1..!pon \-;bich 

• 
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Hr. Vest. I agree >lith you, Senator, but I thought it was 

appropriate to invite the rssponsible nilitary authorities 

of this country to give their advice. 

Senator Culver. I am trying --

~he Chairman. Gentlemen, the tine has run ovar. In 

I deference to other members --

Senator Culver. Hell, IIr. Chairwan, I have a nuraber of 

questions, some to Hr. V6St arid also to Secretary Schlesinger, 

9 ,and I 'lOuld respectfully hope that >:e could have another full 

10 committee hearing. 

11 The Chairraan. l'1e will gat back to you just as scan as 

12 can. l"le have a responsibility to the other IDe..rnbers. 

13 Senator Hart., 

14 Senator Culver. I unccrstand ~~at. 

I 

I 

I 
15 Ii , Senator Hart. Thank you, Hr. Chairwan. I 
16 I The Chairman. Ne will get back to you. I 
1 °' I I, 

Senator Hart. Secretary Schlesinger, a year ago the 

18 'I,Position of the, intelligence community 'laS, I think, strong I 
19 and uniforr" that the nEcessity for the request here today ",as . 

\ 
20 il fairly r.lininal and that the possibility of a suJostantial Soviet i 
21 liprescmce in this arcoa ,laS, I think in :1r. Celby' s l'iOr<ls, the I 

22 II presence \·;as relativGly snaIl anc! inactivo, they ke.py a mininal 

23 If' 'j oree ~n thf! oc£!an, and the aSSCSS:-:lcnt at th2.~ ti.-:'G \'l'2.S th3.t 
" ;1 ! 

2~ i!thiS \-las not il. vcry i:!1porta,.,t mattcor, ar.d that the soviet u:lio:l' ~ 

25 :lprcsencc did not: nscessita"!:8 up..Y s~bsta!"!tial C!1an'j't-:! on cu~ ?2.rt. 
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1 And I point to an e>:change in hearings roughly parallel to 
I 2 
these a year ago when my predecessor, Senator Do~inick, is 

3 I quoted as saying: 

1 would we by doing 

"If we should pass the Diego Garcia enlarg8J:l~~t, 

4 so increase the force of the Russian fle~t?" 

5 I 
And !tr. Colby at that t~e said: III. think our ass-e:ssnent 

6 is that the~.Soviets \>10uld match any increase in our presence 

47 that area." I . ! l.n 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

17 

18 

19 

20 
I 

21 I 
22 ·1 

23 II 
II 2~ 

II 
25 :1 

il 

41" 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 

j 
I 
I 
I 

I 
! 
• 
I 
I 
I 

I 
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in that area." 

NO\'l, I take it fran the remarks by the distinguished 

Senator frol":l Hissoi..lri, that the CIA has changed its position. 

Is that the case, and coald you e:-:plain h'hy? 

secretary Schlesinger. Hell, let me start ,-lith the 
• 

observation thC!t there \.;ras no vast difference, in r,lY juds-ment, 

bet\\'een the positions taken by Nr. Colby and by the represcnta-

tives of the Departr:'..ent of Defense. A selective reacir..g of 

1-1r. COlby's statE;J"1}cnt might have lee. to that cor.elusion. 

But Hr. Colby said on that occasion, lithe Soviet Union is 

likely to increase its' continuous dc?loJlirte!1ts there \':!1c~her 

or not the Suez Canal is reopened. If there is a substantial 

increase in U. s. naval forces, 'de b21ievc the Soviet. inc!:'e~se 

will be gra~ual. If there is no 5ubstanti21 increase in u.s. 

Haval forces in the_ area, ,_\·:e believe that the Soviet increases 

w'ill be gradual, say one to -b'lO ships a year~~1. 

.. The reference to·the'inactivity, of course, reflects tho 

absence at that time of a logistic2.1 support st:::-l:cture '{:;hieh 

::: :o~~::: :::: ::,:":::":::::"::::' ;":' ,::::::':::, ,".1 
Colby said and .",hat DOD spokesr:1cn saic. at th~t ti..-,2:. But, I I 
\':auld cIT.pha*si::e the fact that there has bec:n substanti.:!l ch2.p.S'~:! I 

I SJ..!1CC la~t i\ugust, '.-::121) ;:r. Col!Jy 9ilV2 his p2."c\'ic'J.s t.esti:';'iC;i~*. I 

I of the facility at Berbera, 

in th2 period si:1'::c 

DOBt of tr.c 

I 
I 
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We live in a pcriod of change in the I"cian Ocean. 

Senator Hart. Nhat increase in the nu..111ber of co:.batant 

ships in the last 12 months has occurred? 

secretary Schlesinger. I think that as indicated., we 

can give you, since it is a variable thi~g, typically it has 

been increasing at the rate of one or t\'lO a year on a per.J.anent 

basis, but there are variations. 

Senator Hart. l'~n increase of one cor,tbatant ship a year I 

so there \llcre eight last year and there are r~ine this year I 

and that is the basis --

Secretary Schlesinger. no, the basis for \·:h2.t \-:e are 

talking about is a vcr"::l substantial increase in the logistical 

ce.velopmcnts of the Soviet Union in the urea. The operatio:1s 

of the Soviet Union are approxinatcly five tines those of the. 

Uni ted States, nornally speaking. The suggestion -- I .. "ill 

pause. 

Senator Hart. Is a ship-day of a r:lin£! s";e9per eq1.!al to a 

shi:p-day. of .an a.ircraft carrier? 

Secretary SchlesiT!.ger. i'!o, sir, it is not. 

That is ... ·lhy I mentioned the nl.:' ... -:l.ber of shi?s t:tey !1ori7:all~' i 
c'.:!ploy. They norr.w.11y deL~loy about 19 ships, as o?:?osed '!:.o 

our three ships stationec. in the Persian Gulf. The challSe that 

you see, ! thinl;., is a c!lange thi\t Goes <2::':cct the SCC".l!"" i ty 

of the ccono:-:lics of all of 

\·,ould be t.~si t.ant to bc in a position ill 
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1 is not able to counterbalance the forces that the Sovic·::'s are 

2 increasingly b~inging to b2ar. 

3 'l'his devclop!nent has been gC.l:lg on on the part of the 

4 Soviet Union since 1962. There is no i~d.ication that the 

5 Soviets haVe any plan other than to go on with this developr.lent. 

6 Senator Hart. vJell, this develop::1ent you have cited, is 

7 a missile capability_ l1hat kine of missiles are those? t']hat 

8 can they do? 

9 Secretary !Jchlesinger. The surface to surface r.tissiles 

10 are anti-ship missiles designed pr€fs~";1ably to sink other 

11 cor.lbatants, but could be used against merchant nen or tan~ers. 

12 Air to surface missiles similarly have a similar purpose. The 

13 photo that I sho\-:cd indicated the bur.keri!1g area for \\'arheadse 

14 rrhose \'lould bl2: high explosive \·~arheac1sl and there:orc, at the 

15 prese:i1t tiIlle, \-le see no possibility, no prob~bility I should 

16 say, of nuclear' \·!arheads. 

17 Senator Hart. General- BrO\"rl, are \'!e members of the 

18 CEllTO agreeme!1ts? 

19 

20 

21 I 
221 
23 II 

r 
24 I 

I 
25 II 

General Bro~·la. He participate, but \-le have no defense 

or security co~itr,lent. l"ie particip2.te in the sta::f \·;ork and 

the mcetin9s and discussions. 

Senator Hart. l'!ell, in that. reg-arc, then, I think at t.he 
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Ne are not, in fact, legally 'related or cOIilI:1itted to the",. 

General Brot"ln. \'1811, I think the state.":!cnt is accurate. 

I regret if the stater.lent misled you into thinking that I ":as 

saying \.;e ,,1(~rc full partners of the Central Trcnty Organizntion. 

Senator Hart. ~Jell, in fact, I think so~ct~ing you said 

a feVl minutes ago suggested that also. \'Ie can look back in the 

record, but I think the strong suggestion that we have abiding 

international 

General BroHn. !lo. He have no security ccr.J:Litnents as 

\'!chave Vlith NATO. 

The Chairr..an. S.peak a little louccr t please, General. 

General Drov.'n.. I say \'1e do not have the saBe cOr.lrrd tJ;\ents 

in the Central Treaty Organization that \-.'e have in 1m.TO, for 

instance .. 

Senator !!art. At the top of page 5 of YO'..lr statement, 

you talk about i~plementing a decision to act in the interest 

of the United States in this area. Could that or would that 

possibly include an invasion of any portion of the area, the 

Persian Gulf area? 

General Bro\·.'n. No. I knoH of no con..."1litment that \lould 

be binding on the United States to c~ll for military action 

in the Persian Gulf. 

i 
II 
I could thut phru.sc incluGc that kind of rJ.n operation? 

Senator Hart. I did not use the \"ora cor.ni t~f!nt. I Daid 

General Bro· .. :n. No, sir. 
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Senator Hart. I do not kno,,, \-,hat you mean by impief.1enting 

a decision to act'in the interests of the U.S. 

What does that mean? 

General Brmm. The l1ayaguez is perhaps a case in point, 

a typical exanple; not typical, but an example of the type 

\,le have in mind .. 

Senator liart. Finally, Hr: Secretary, I have been ccnsta1t~ 

confused in these deliberations on the issue of quantity versus 

quality, and f.1any of the ,,,,eapon systens \O!e buy arc sold to the 

Ar.tericc::.n people on the grounds that they are more cost effectiv 

than the Soviet Union's, they are more capable, that the 

nuclear po\-;ered ships can steam nore days \·;i thout =efueling I ant: 

We are going to have to rely less and less on foreign bases 

because the countries arc going to be less l:lilling to cooperate 

with us, and so forth and so on. 

'-Ie buy these with the understanding that they have that 

capabl1ity, and, therefore, \·le \-;ould not have to have these 

reliances; and yet, VIe are still talking about expanding our 

bases in ne\-l places like tr..e Indian Ocean, and perhaps the 

I·larianna Islands, and so forth. And ship-days, uhic!1 are o.pplc 

and oranges c.S far as li ::.tlG ships and big s!1.i;?s, I a!"'1 constant·: y 

thinking that ue arc shi~ting fro •. l quantity to quality and 

!II cO!1fusing t!lC issue. 

Secretary Scl1.1esingcr. I Qgree entirely, Sc~ator, t!1.~t 

I! tllat is one of the most rlif~icult prcblcIJS to sort out. 
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1 If we have nucleilr propulsion, then the bunkering 

2 requirc!nents for the vessels c.ecli!1cs. The requirer,lcnts for 

;) aviation gas or jet fuel remains unaffected by nuclear propul-

4 sian I so or..e has to sort out those i ter.1S. 

5 NOI', I >Iould er.1philsize VIe are not talking about constant 

6 or steady deploynents into the Indian Ocean. \16 ilre tal],ing il;) ut 

7 a swall expansion of a facility that Hill provide us vii th the 

8 support cilpabilities in the event that they be needed, not ilny 

9 permanent deploynent in the Indian,Ocean for purposes of 

10 counterbalancing the Soviets. This is a small insurance 

11 investr.lent , ... i tho regard to logistical capability. 

12 The operational savings, not operating out of Subic 

13 Bay t results in a small annual cost s2.ving, ,·:hich ,over a 

14 period of years, Hill repay the initial investmGnt. 

15 Senator Hart. If the Soviet union --

16 secretary Schlczir.ger. t'le are dealing \vith $100 "million, 

17 rather than vast expenditures.' 

18 Senator Hart. If the soviet Union increases their 

19 pre5,er~ces there, you t.:auld not \vant to increase ours? 

20 Secretary Schlesinger. It \'lould depend upon the 

21 circur..stances. ~':e l:light, indec(l. He do not know \.'hat the 

22 rcsul ts \-,ill be in the c!clibcra tions in the Persian Gulf • 

23 

24 in the Persian Gulf si:-::cc 19·19. l:c ;1.3.Ve h2.d a v::-.ry subst2.:1tial 

25 gro\'lth of pcrr . .J.nently <:2eplo~lctl ::=:ovict force:s '.·.'i'.:!~o'.J!: 2.:1y srm-,'t~1 
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of U. S. forces. tole \vould have to look to the future to sec 

0 « 
• 2 
~ what the risks are in order to decide on such ueployf.'l.ent prospe ~E 

· c ;; 0 

Ii But, it is not nOH our intention pcrnancntly to deploy ships 

4 into the Indian Ocean. 

5 The Chairman. Gentlemen, I am sorry, but you have usee. 

6 up your time. 

'1 Take another minute. 

8 Senator Hart. Could I just make one reql.1est of Hr. Vest 

9 to supply the.Committee On a classified basis evidence to 

10 suport his statement that the littoral nations do cone in fact 

11 on a behind the scenes basis, \'lant our presence t!1cre, other 
~ 
:> 
< 12 L 

• than just allegations of that? 
0 • 13 < • Hr. Vest. Certainly. 

14 The Chairman. Senator Leahy, you are next, please. 

15 Senator Leahy. Thank you I rlr. Chairr.1an •. 

16 I apologize for L~e fact that I had to niss part of 

17 your testimony. He were narking up part of the Agricultural 

18 Bill today, and I am also on that Cow.r:ti ttee, ar.d it \'las a 
~ 
0 
0 

19 0 
N 

oj 
guns and butter situation. I do apologize. 

ci 
, c 20 
, c 

i~ 
I ~ 21 
~ 

Secretary Schlesinger. You cannot buy nuch butter for 

the Stll1 \:e are requesting today, Senator .. 

J 22 .. Senator Leahy.. Yf)S I but \-.1e could buy i:lore than \,.'e could 
0 · 0; 23 \,:1 thout thG l.10:1CY .. 
;;: 
0 24. 
• I kno~-, tn.at Scnncor Sy:ningto:l h0.3 raised SC:7;C qucs!:.io!1s 

25 of the forci::;n policy pro!.)lc:.1S ir.volvcG. !i.2rC, anc. I ;;lust £!J:\1it 
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1 that I ~~ concc~ncd aboat that. As I understand Diego Garcia, 

2 our involve.'7:ent \.,rith Diego Garcia is by an E:.:ccutivc AgrcC''':-;lcnt 

'3 and not by treaty. Is that correct? 

4 Secretary Schlesinger. That is right. 

5 There \']a5 a revision of the Execut~ve Agrecr:lent in 

6 February of 1974. 

7 Senator Leahy. It seeElS that sOr.'.e of these major items 

8 tend to go by Executive Agreement, and other things, like 

9 fishing- rights and ~lhLlt not, go by treaties. If t indeed, it 

10 is in the best interest froTa a foreign policy point of vi"" 

11 of the United States Government to be in the Indian Ocean 

12 and in Diego Garcia, then the expenses that you are suggesting 

• here are very realistic. But, Nr. chaf~.an, ..,/e have riot had 13 

14 a discussion at sO;!"'.c length, ar..d I Hould li!;.e tc hear in nore 

15 detail fro~ the DepartDent, from the State De?artment, as to 

16 just hOvl far \'/e go on this foreign policy interest. 

17 As it is nOH I ':le operate carriers in t!1c Indian Ocean l 

18 \,.7hat -- six r.lonths of the year approxi~ately? 

19 Secrctary·Schlesinger. He have been thcye about three 

20 months of the yea:r; or four nonths i one-third of the year in 

21 the last co~plc of years. 

22 SCna.l.:.or Lca!1Y. If there are su~:face to surface nissiles 

23 in Eerber", no'" vulnerable arc thc:;c c2.rricrs to sue:, surf"c" 

24 to sur~ac8 nissiles? 

25 
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1 of views on that., and on that question I v .. ould prefer to .:1nSt·,:cr 

2 in r:>:ecutive Session. 

Senator Leahy. Could -;':e have sor::.e ffii!terial? 

4 secretary Schlesinger. Yes, \':2 can h2.v~ SOi.'.e natcrial 

5 on a classified basis. 

6 Senator Leahy. Thank you. 

? llm<, the Soviet ships so far this year, I understand, are 

8 at a lO\,,€:r annual rate than the last three years I 172, '73, and 

9 '74. Is that correct, or am I nisreading the c!1art? 

10 secretary Schlesinger. I think the rate is a little bit 

11 higher than it was previously. This is tI-.e first three months 

12 of this year, and by tllese kinds of statistics, as Senator 

13 Hart has pointed out, they arc no"!: !1c:cessarily cor.clusive. Eut 

14 those kinds of statistics,it looks that over the period of 

15 a year,' their presence is up rather t;1an c.oun. 

16 Senator Leahy. Yeu say it is up? 

17 Secratary Schlesinger. 7hat is my recollection; nunbzr 

18 of port calls, and that sort of t!·1ing •. 

19 Senat.or Lea~1Y. I!as there been any suggestion publicly 

20 or privately in developing- a base at Diego Garcia -- per!1i:.:?s 

21 I sllOuld rephrase that. Did \-,'8 have any public or private 

22 

23 

24 

discussions underHuv or in the past undcrw2j! ui th Iran in rClt1til:-: 
! to oar »o.8e al: !)ie~O Carcia, eithe:- to '''_'iop1y t;,(O;'1 eve.,tually 

\li til .:lny !-:ir.c": of f.J.cili~iL!.s fro~ t:13.t base? 

25 :70, sir. l\,nG. of CU;.lr~;c, it in n. 
\ 
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1 joint base, and that ,-!ould :::eguirc an agreeElent '-lith the Dritisi 

2 und"or any such cirCuLlstances. 

3 Senator Leahy. Has there been any discussions \-lith the 

4 British along those lines? 

5_ Secretary Schlesinc;er. I believe the ans,-,er to that is 

6 no. 

7 ~tr. Vest. That is correct. 

8 Senator Leahy. !las Iran in any ":"y broached the subject 

9 \-lith us? 

10 Secretary Schlesinger. llot to ny kno\-lledge, and I have 

11 fo11o"ed this very clos-ely. 

12 Senator Leahy. If \-:e put in, ycu 1:no\'l, if we expand, 

13 as you indicate, and the :::e.quest inc"i.icat.es, '("?bat eventual. 

14 e>:pansion is planned nOh' for our navy in the Indian Ocean? 

15 Secretary Schlesinger. Ue have no plz.ns at the present 

16 I til.1e for expansion of Naval deploynents in the Indian Ocean. 

17 Hhat \.;e arc providing here is a logistical base on \-ihich the 

18 intermittent arrival of task forces on an inter~ittent basis 

19 could be supported at lo,,:er costs than out of S:.lbic Bay I and 

20 Dore efficiently. But \·:e do not plan adGitional Haval deployncn 5 

21 at the present tine. 

22 Senator Leahy. !{one have been planned? Eave there been 

23 ,In:l cont.i.ngc:lcy ciGc:.u::;sio •. s, at least, as t:.c \·:hc:t \'.'e i:1iqht 

24 I eventually l:,·,.:lilc2 up to in th0 InciilT! Dec.:!:-.? 

25 II Sccrct~ry Schlosinscr. On a pCr.:1.:lncnt !J.:~sis, no, thc;,:"c 
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has been no discussionof that because there has Qccn .no 

intention to do so. 

Senator Leahy. HO\' do \'Ie react to the stat",."ent made, 

for cXiliople, by Australia indicating very much of a reluctance 

in having us in the lncian Ocean? 

Secretary Schlesinger. \'lell, I think that >Ie might have 

an Executive Session at SOD-e poi~t to discuss the reactions, 

the diplomatic activity that has taken place in this area about 

the~~entire proble .... ·TI, not necessarily Australia. 

Generally speaking, I ",ould ree.ct to many of these 

statements in the follot ... ~ing manner: that all of the govern.<1ent 

in the area, \}hen given an oppor"tunity to support a profession 

of peace \.,i11 do so quite naturally I driven by poli tica~ 

considerations, both international a~d do~estic. The problcn 

that one faces is that all of these statewents about the 

zone of peace have ta],en place in the face of a fairly pcrsistert 

Soviet increase of their capabilities in the Indian Ocean and 

have not affected those results. It ~s ge:1crally recognized 

that protest directed to the Soviet Union has no effect 

vlhatsoevcr; they do not influence the press of the Soviet union 

or the p&rliaJ:1entary'conc1itions in the Soviet Union, and that 

the O!1J.y place that one can acquire political leverage is by 

··directing S'ilch cor:.r.lent3 a0<1inst t~e dC:-.10craci2s in uhich one 

can acquire poli tical an.d p2.rliar~~c:-: t2.ry and press lcvertige i 

therefore it is not surprising t~at the weig!lt of t~csc 
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directives are directed tOHard the prospective l'.r:,erican bases 

as opposed to t:1C~ bases that have been utilized by the Soviet 

Union over a period of years, and enc of \·]hich is a major 

undertaking. 

Senator Leahy. !1r. Secretary, wou.ld you agree l'li th me, 

hO\'lcver I that tile question in being is not by any r..eans solely 

a military one, but must take into consideration sO~le very, 

very substantial foreign policy questions? 

secretary Schlesinger. Absolutely. 

I would also state that it must take into account the 

underlying foreign policy questions as opposed to the surface 

questions. Talk is cheap, and various nations around the 

littoral have found it easy to r.lake these stater1e~ts I hoping 

privately that those stateraents will not be observed by the 

Unii:ed States. 

Senator Leahy. Hr. Secretary, I have no problem. in 

agre,,_lngl·,ith the military advantage of Diec;o Garcia. I have 

none Hha"tsoever. I have nc problem in seeing the advantages 

as a fueling station, an air strip, and so forth. 

Ny concern is, hm,'cvcr, again," the \';:-lole foreign policy 

question. Do \",'e ,",'ant to be in the Indian Ocean at. all? 

I a;:\ qui::e frankly cOJ!cerneu., !-tr. Chairnan, I an concer:1ea th2.t 

,,'hi Ie I realize that \\"C have to ans' .. :cr tl:.c nilitary ,!uestio:1 

in this Corcaittcc, I ar.:. cOr.ccrned t:12.t that \":!"}ole issue has 

not l)CCIl ~ebatcd at length. 
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1 I knoh· Senator Go 1 Chlu. ter and I have expressed concern • 
2 at cifferent times, and h';,ile both Senator Golduutcr and I r.tay 

3 have different vim-Is as to Hhat may be the foreign policy 

4 decisions on some of these questions, I really feel that it is 

5 impossible to make it solid juclgii1ent on sonething like Diego , 

6 Garcia Hithout the full debate on thRt foreign policy issue. 

7 I am not trying to lecture you in any >lay, Hr. Secretary, 

8 at all. 

9 ~ecretary Schlesinger. I agree entirely, Senator. 

10 \'Ie have thought about the foreign policy issues, and in 

11 our judguent those foreign policy issues argue in ::avor, 

12 strongly argue in favor of this facility. In the longer 

13 run, if 've \'-Jere to observe the. public professions of various 

14 littoral states on this issl,le, most of those states '!QuId 

15 regret our reactions under those circ~~stances, and that 

16 our foreign 'policy position, given 'the enormous aependence that 

17 has developed ,-lith regard to all of the industrialized world 

18 on the oil resources of the Persian Gulf, that we cannot 

19 afford to be relatively naked. 

20 The Chairman. Gentlemen, I wll sorry, but your time is 

21 up. I wish you Hould pi:one ti,e cloak roan and see if they \-;ault 

22 allov.' us to sit 15 addi tiona 1 Minutes, please. 

23 

I 24 

Seni.1tor Leahy. Hr. Chairj.l2.n, I just \'.'o'..lld 2.S1;. only --

'rho Chairm~n. Eell, one other ,!ucst.ion? 

25 
II 

Co ahead. 
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Senator Leahy. !'To, I just ,·:ant follm-ling the naterial 

that is g.oing to be 'submitted, the classified "aterial, I 

suspect it \"las a result of that I raay have further questions 

tha t I "]ould like permission to be able to subni t subsequently. 

The Chairman. Perr:dssion for \",Thab? 

Senator Leahy. To SUbl:1i t further questions after the 

submission of the classified nat~rial that \\78 are going to be 

receiving. 

The Chairnan. Yes. All right. All right. 

\'le "'ill have to put 50::1e kind of a tine limit. '1e 

\1ill have to put sorae kind of a tir.1e lini t, gentlcnen, on 

these submissions. He have to report this back to the Senate 

under the agreenent not later than June 13, \lhich is a \-leek. 

Senator Leahy .. \'1ell, my time ",ould be contir.gent upon 

the time that it takes to get their ansuers. 

The Chain!!an. All right. 

I \'Iill ask you gentlemen to get your Iil.aterial in on that, 

and ask unanimous consent that Senator Culver's questions 

be subrai ttec1 in the record for ans\·:ering. Hi thout objection, 

i t:·"ill be so ordered. 

1'10\-', I an not going to t')'!:e but a r.'.inutc or t' .. :o here 

gentlemen. He hitve. a votc coning up by the ,·;ay I for your 

:"n[ormat.ioll, at 1:30 according to this ::lena, final passasc of 

the Fooe! Star.lp bill. I thought that bill already passed. 

Gcnt.leIl~cn, just a \-.'01:6. I selcJ.on f.lLlY:e ar:.y arsu.~;cnts, 
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1 but this r~iatter about t!1e cOr.1fili tnents I \oJhere is the cOJ~u71itments 
" 

2 I lcnrned rath~r early in life that you have a cO;;',Jai tncnt 

;; to yoursGlf to protect your O\\'n hide, and look ahead and prepar 

4 to do it. I think nations better £0110\'" the same rules. 

5 In any t~inking I do not have to g~t to any treaty 

6 or cOI71.Tnitnent in matters of these larg0 areas where ite.i'1S that 

7 are so necessary to our economy and a large part of our 

8 present supplies of oil in the free world and our allies are 

9 concernec., and I an. not thi:1J~ing in terns of tal~ing oil. 

10 Not at all. 'l'he very opposite. nut I just feel like it is 

11 clear that \-;e ought to 'be sonc\'lhcrc around in t~at area of the 
J , 
< 12 L ,.,'arid '\'lith SOi:1C force in oreer not to have an e.-:1pty gasoline 
• 
0 

" 13 < tank. 
~ 

14 I think that. one \·;ord -- O-I-L -- is, after all, the 

15 most practical -part of this lTlatter fron t!le standpoint of . 

16 lunerica, ane! the average l~erican citizen .. 

17 llhen I ",las a net,i Ile:nber of the Senate, I t;.,ill just 

18 illustrate: one thing I in ~'lestern 7;urope for t!1e first tine 

19 in 19~9, I believe it uas, talking to a so-called ~.inor official 

20 in one of the Scandinavian countries, he said t!1ut you p20plc L 
0 
~ 
c , 21 T.lc;).ning lI.ncrica -- ar2 acting in all good raith, ~ut ,·,hen you 

22 force all of the ~uro~can natiolls out of the Pacific area, at 
. 

23 t~lC SoJ.!:lC ti~.c you are going to create Ci voicl o~.'e!' t::e::re., ul!c1 

24 oUler in~l'..lcnc!2s 2.:"C goi:'.0 to CO::1C in an2. fill t!:at vacuur.1, 

25 Co::-nuniS1',l or 01'.0 kiI:c1 or <:!.:-1ot~e:,:" I 2.n~~ yoa pcop!.c <1.!:'C goi:1:r ~o 
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to clef end against it, and most pro~ab11 you will have to do it 

alone. I do not rc:r.e •. lber \lho the r.'.an was I I canrlot remeT.1ber 

fer·. certain \-lhat country it \.'as in, but it certainly did get 

my attention. Since then \."e have had the "1ar in I:orca, and I 

remenbered l!hat he said. Since then \,'e have had the \Jar in 

Vietna.'1l, and I still thought about \-;hat that man said. I 

just bring it up nOH because I think it is highly relevant. 

Senator GoldHater? 

Senator Golc.\later. I only have a short cor~ .. aent, r·ir. 

Chairman. 

Being conservative, I ara al'ldays interested in history. 

I "as a very young man in the 1920's a"d 1930's, but I am 

carried back to those days by \vhat I am hearing in the Cohgress 

and across the nation today. ~Je paid no attention to the threat 

. of GerT.1any, \-le paid no attention to the t~reat of Japan, and 

\'le fought a vlorld \":ar •. t'le paid no attention to the threat of 

Korea, and '1e paid no attention to the threat ·of Cuba, or of 

Vietnara, and \-le fought three more, or t\;yo more \,'ars and got 

in trouble in another one. And nGH \-:e are q"..lestioning Y.-J!;ethcr 

or not the Soviets have any i:1tentions. 

No~ ... ·, my final con'7lcnt is b.:lsec on t~1e s~ateiTIent f.l.adc by 

r.ly good fric:1d from ne\-l Har.tpshire, nr. I!cInt:yrc, ~-.'hc told us 

.J.bout the sta":1p that he bought Once that says the sun nover 

sct:.G on Lngl.J.LcL T!:c sun has set O!l 1:D.'::lilnt1 because J:nrjl2.nd 

bccu.mc \\'eak, and I ilU sitting here v:or:.c:cri!""lg \.'nc!"c the SU:l is 
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1 about nDl'I 'lith the united States. It may be over the ,'urd-arns 

2 it may be too late. I hope not.-

3 The Chairnan. Thank you, Senator. 

4 Senator Symington? 

5 Senator symington. Thank you, Hr. Chairman. 

6 I have SO:i:le questions here. 

7 The" Chairman. All right, sir. 

8 Senator Symington. Hr. Secretary, if the Soviet Union 

9 has deployed a portion of its fleet in the Indian Ocean at the 

10 outbreak of hostilities, and the Suez Canal Here subsequently 

11 closed, hou far \vould the Soviet Fleet have" to travel in order 

" , ~ 12 to obtain necessary supplies such as anlTIuni tion , replacement 
• 
g 13 parts, and so -forth, and ho\" does this conpare \'lith the distanc 
< • 

" o 
o 
o 
N 

oj 
d 

14 which the United States Fleets would have to travel say to 

15 Subic Bay in the Philippines or any other naval facility He 

16 may have closer? 

17 Nould you supply the ansl-ler to that for the record? 

18 secretary Schlesinger. I can give you a rough approximation 

19 nOH , Senator .. 

20 Senator Syr.lington. I just did not \-lan~ to use up My tinG. 

21 Secretary Schlesinger. It is about 11, 000 miles for the 

22 Soviet Unioa unGer those conc.itions, 11,000 or 10,000i and it 

23 is ~bout 4,500 miles to Subic Bay. 

24 Scn2.tor S::rr:-:ington. 'l'hanJ: you, sir. 

25 lina t plans dccs t;,,, Air FOcC0 howe to opera t<o air?l}""s 
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1 from the expanced field at Diego Garcia? 

2 Secretary Schlesinger. t'le are planning to operate 

3 transport aircraft, Senator. 

4 Senator Symington. That ans\'.'ers my next question also. 

5 I"lhy is it necessary that the Air Force h,ave ammunition storage 

6 on Diego Garcia? 

7 General Bro\OlD. It is a contingency require..":1ent, and we h .. v( 

8 no plans to stock at the mOl':'lcnt, but \ve ,·;ould provision for 

9 facilities to take stoc}:age in in t,he event thut it \-!as require 

10 Senator Sy;nington. I think the next question had. better 

11 be ansv.Yered in Executive Session. 

12 Last year I Hr. Secretary, there 'i'1as an atter.l!;)t nade to 

13 place the noncy for Diego G.:trcia in t!1e Lmergency Supplef.1entu.l, 

14 and the atter.1pt .,·:as made to have the I\Ioney in the regular 

15 appropriation bill, aI'.c1 no\'! the "Departr.lcnt of Defense is aski!lg 

16 for $13 nillion narc. Apparently you feel that the request fer 

17 the facility on Diego Garcia is quite urgent? 

18 Correct? 

19 secretary Schlesinger. I thin}:;: it is very im?ortant. 

20 

21 

Senator Synington. Hr. Secreta!."y, \";oulC! YOu please dotail 

th~ presence of the fleets of other nations in the Indian 

22 Ocean, and I am speal::ing p2.rticularly about India, Iran, 

23 Great BritaiJl, France, Australia, and of course, particalal~ly 

24 the Soviet Unio~? 

25 S~crctary Schlcsiil~0r. For tlle record? 
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1 
Senator S}"TI1L-t<]t6n~ For the record. 

2 
secretary Schlesinger. Yes, sir. 

;; 
Senator Sy.:dngton. J\nd the nature of the shi!?D. 

4 
l1r. Secretary I \vhen major conba .. ttant ships only arc 

5 
considered, ho" .. do the Soviet and the ~""-:1er ican forces in the 

6 
Indian Ocean compare? 

7 
secretary Schlesinger. The soviets have an edge, probabl' 

8 
a substantial edge in terns of the forces pernunently dej?loyed. 

9 
Uhen.thc United States introduces a carrier, the balance 

10 
shifts. 

11 Senator S¥",ington. Hhat facili';:.ies do the British still 

12 
use in the Indian Ocean, and to' Hhat extei.1t? 

13 
\'loulcl you su?ply that for the record? 

14 I knott1 that they have other bases in the Indian Ocean, 

15 and hO\\1 active is Iran in t~e Indi2.n Ocean? 

16 secretary Schlesinger. Yes, sir. It is relatively 

17 inactive, Se1)ator, but its naval capabilities are gro~·:ing. 

10 
• \'ie \-iill supply SO~:1e aG.eli tional information fur the record. 
> 
; 19 " j Senator SYT:lington. Thank you, if you ~'lould. 
j 

~ 
20 

Have the Japanese self defe:i!se naval forces used the 

" 
21 , Indian OcecJ.n? 

; 22 .i 

" Secretary Schlesinger. 110, sir. 

:; 23 
Senato::' Symington. I!r. Secret.ary, is P2J-:istCl.n heing 

· 24 0 

• considcr~d as an alternate location ~or a naval base if 

25 
Dicso Garcia is llot cJ.p~roved? 
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1 Secretilry Schlesinger. It is a possibility, undoubtedly, 

2 for consideration. l'1c have not given an}" consic.cration to it 

;; up to this point. 

4 Senator Symington. Is the vieu of the Pal:istani Governmcr t 

5 concerning -- \'lell, you have not given it consideration up to 

6 this point, so ! \-lithdra\., that question. 

? Obviously the opening of the Suez Canal Hill enable the 

8 naval forces of the Soviet union, as well as the naval forces 

9 of the united Statefl greater access to t!1e Indian Ocean curing 

10 peace time. It would appear in both cases a cOD.'nitment of 

11 additional ships on the Indian Ocean ""ould havG to cor..e to the 

12 utilization of a portion of respective l'ieditcrrancan fleets, 

13 is that correct? 

14 Se9retary Schlesinger. Yes, sir I ",ith the lir:d tat ion 

15 that a u.s. carrier cannet go through ~~e Suez Canal. 

16 Senator Sy:nington. Thank you .. 

I? l'ihile the Suez Canal "puld serve to ma):e Soviet access 

18 to the Indian Ocean relatively a simple Ratter in peacetime, 

19 it also could serve in \'lartine as a barrier or a trap for a 

20 large portion of the .Soviet fleets if the canal ,·,cr2 scaled. 

21 Thus, 110uld the deploy:-:lent of a sizeable portion of the Russian 

22 fleE.t into the Ind.ian Ocea!'l present a risl;, to the;n? 

23 

25 

Secretary Schlc::.ir:.gcr. CncJ.o:.:.ntcdly, Se!1ator. I thin~: 

you put it ' .... ery ","cll, i:t1~Jlicitly P'.lt 

Sena tor Sy~ing"!:o:1. In vic\'.' of 

it vf?ry v:011 in the C'",,. ........... j,.....l' 

the o:'vious risks '.'i!l~::~c .VI· 
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1 the Soviet Havy \%uld incur Hhile Hi th the large dcployr.\cnt • 
2 in the Indian Ocean, do you b21icve that the Soviets \:lould 

:5 substantially increase their naval forces in the Indian 

4 Ocean in prc?aration for a general \·.~ar \ .. 1ith the United States, 

5 or assur.ling their naval forces were already' deployed tbcre, 
• 

6 that they would Id thdra" this fror.1 the ,-rea, "Ii thdra" their 

7 ships fro," the area before atter:1pting to tackle the U.S. Navy? 

8 secretary Schlesinger. Sir,. I think. t.hat t!-"!at is a 

9 question that .is very·-ce.pendcnt upon the scenario. With regard 

10 to a global '1ar, I think that they mig;"t conclude that a 

11 withdrawal might be desirable. IHth regard to a \-Jar of a 

12 different scenario, they might reach a different conclusion. 

·13 So I I do not think you can have a hard, fast anSl,"!2r to that 

14 question. 

15 Senator Synington. I do not \fant to get into any 

16 counter-force discussion at this tine l but I do look fOr\-n1r-d 

17 to -'-discussing tll<'1t as~)ect \-,:i. th you further. 

18 I tha::.!:: you for your ans,,,ers l and Gencral LrO\-!n, for 

19 your tolerance and uncle.!:"sc<J.:1.ding. 

20 I have no further q~estions. 

21 The Ch.=.irr.lan. Gen::'12~en, on the question 0:: gGtti!1g 

22 i'!.d(~i tional tiuc to .I:loet I I thin:~ that is 2.rra!l<]cd all right, 

23 evcn ~hough it has not been forni!lizcd, and H~ \-.. ill go into· 

24 E:~ccutive Session on the request of ar.y !.1cnber or any ,-,'itncss, 

25 any of t!.osc ~hrGc, as soon as \-:0 fi,d.sh O'll:" qu,~stic:1s. 
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Senator Leahy, that brings us back to you, sir. 

Senator Lca!1Y. The only question I had, nr. Chairuan, 

\-las basically th~ sar.1C question t:1at Senator Syni~gton has 

regarding the Suez Canal. 

I have nothing further. 

Secret.ary Schlesinger. I think that the underlying 

point_thilt Senator Synington has expressed is that the Suez 

canal reopening gives greater access; but in the event of 

conflicts, serious conflict, it ir.lpiies additional risks. 

Senator Leahy. Precisely. 

The Chairr1an. Did you \>;·ish to go into Executive Session, 

Senator Leahy? 

Senator Leahy. No. There is going to be sone material 

that is going to be supplied for the record. 

The Chairman. All right. 

No,." gent.lenen, ,,;e llant to cover as much of this as '·.'e 

can no", ... l-le are al~ here together and all in good humor I aile. 

\':G \vill just cover as r.lUch as ''Ie can. 

NO\-I, of you three \-litnesses, do either or you Hish to go 

into l::{ecutive session? 

secretary Schlesinger, J\t this tine I Senator? 

The Chain·Jan. Yes, at tilis tine? 

Secr.et.ary Sc>lcsi;~(;cr. I thin1,- that is unr.2ccssary, 

unless the COL'.l.littec ·uishcs. 

The Chair;:t.)n. Gc!:eral Broun? 
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1 General IlrOl-Jn. I feel the saJ:\e ,·my. 

2 . The Ch.J.ir;.lan.. Hr. Vest? 

3 Hr .. Vest.. Same ""ay, sir .. 

4 The Chairnan. All righ!:. 

5 I than}: :you everyone for your finc, cooperation here 

6 this morning. 

7 Hait just a r.dnutc nO':'I. Wait a moment. 

8 The Corxnittee is still in session. 

9 I Hill· not thanI,: you. I \-lill ,o,1ithc.ra'.-J my thank you until; 

10 the last. 

11 l\\'e appreciate you gentlc!,;lcn coming aT!d being here, and 

12 being prepared. 

13 NO\-1, on these charts, I did not see the one, and I Has 

14 just out only a minute or t\·"o, sho\·ling the Subic Bay area 

15 on the. same chart as Diego Garcia. Did you present that. chart?" 

16 Secretary Schlesinger. The "lorld nap has that on it, 

17 Senator. The stretch runs through the Strait of l!alacca to 

18 Diego Garcia, ""hich -lies upproxinatcly 1,000 r.tiles soUth\"!2st 

19 of India; 

20 The Chairman. Hell, I \'lant one as large as t.hat chart 

21 there is just pointing out and bringi!1g for\";ard th?t distance 

22 there. 

23 

2~ r.:.:ty leave ,";ho \,.'ishcs, tha~ is .:111 rig:-.t, on the. S\!bic n.J.~· 

25 LO ~":c 
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I have been there. I knNl "hat a bC'lUtiful place it is 

and ho\', essential it is to us. Is there any kind of special 

cor.1t-ni trnent to UD I or on our part to t!ler.1, re']arding Subic Bay? 

Secretary Sc!11esinger. Of course, ue have the general 

treaty of mutual defense \~i th the Philipfine·s. In addition, 

we have special treaty rights applying to both Clark Air Force 

Base and to Subic Naval Base, and \'1e can specify those in the 

record. 

The Chairman. Yes. Those are stated in a positive forr:l, 

10 and I' wish you \-lould put that response in the record. 

11 NO\-1, as 21\·;ays, I let each '"Ii tness have a c~ance to add 

12 any additional point or any observation that he might ,/ish. 

13 Hr. Sec~etary, do :i"0u wish to say anything further?' 

14 Secretary Schlesinger. Yes, sir. 

15 I have made t ... JO brief observations. 

16 The Chairman. All right. 

17 Secretary Schlesinger. ?he first \-las the question of 

18 Senator Russell's state.. ....... lent of a decade ago. I believe that 

19 Senator Russell, Here he alive at the mor,lcnt, \'lould ,·,ithout 

20 question support the necessary protection and the military 

21 measures to provide us Hith securi~y in an area of the 1;lorlc1. 

22 on .... ;hich the future of the .":!ntire industrializec:t cC;:-~r.lunity 

23 dcpc;-..C:=;. I have no ("~ue5tio11 that he \"Ioulc1 see. n(.M that it i;-; 

24 no,",' i:l our interests. to be in the Ir,d.ian Ocean, as CPPOS~(~ to .:.t I 

25 I 
I 
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nnrrm.,er. .. 
Secondly, and related to that, Senator Symington ncntionc( 

a sound econony.. A sound eco!1omy for the industrializcc! \Oiorld 

"ill depend upon a continued grm,th of imported oil. 1'Ii thout 

the security for that flow of oil, the soundness of that 

economy comes into question. 

Thank you, Hr. Chain,an. 

The Chairman. General !3ro\V'n, co you have anything? 

General BrO\·ll1.. I have nothing to add .. 

The Chairrc.an.. :·1r.. Ves t? 

Hr. Vest. Hothing , sir. 

The Chairman. !"1all, I ,,,-ill not ma}~e any co;;u~c:nt on this 

stat~~ent attri~uted to Senator Russell, but I am not going to 

si t idly by if that thing becomes an issue.. I knC\'1 him and I 

kne\'l him right well. 

All right, gentlet1en, He thank you again for your 

tes tir,1ony .. 

l']e \"Till take it" recess subject to t!""!.e call of the Chair, 

and ue do ,·;ant copies of t!lOSC c!1arts that \-.'e can put into our 

record, if necessary. He also have 50;,18· questions left by 

Senators Thurr:1ond ~nd Cul'lcr h'hich \".'0 \·.'oulc. lii:c i:1,scrtE":G into 

the record. at this point, and ans'.;crcd hy YOu gC:l!:lei~en. 

to ~ll P-3 p~t~ol to Indian Occun? 
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4 Senator Thunaond. Assuning therG "as no objection by the 

5 Thai govcrnraent, arc operations fro;r. Tha.iland to cover the 

6 Indian Ocean practical? 

7 Answer. 

8 

9 

10 Senator Thurmond. General BrO\"n, assw:ling the go-ahead 

lIon Diego Garcia is received, under \o:hat conditio;)s do you 

12 visualize B-52 or I~C-135 aircraft using the facilities? 

13 Ans\."cr. 

14 

15 

16 Senator Thurr.lond. General Broun, hO"'l does the opening of ":1( 

1? Suez Canal ir..pact on the requirer..ent for Diego Garcia? 

~ 19 
u 
ci 

· · " 
" o 

• 

20 

and \V'hat the Soviet Union _Cloes there i::-,portant. to our nutional 

21 I 
22 

Ii 23 

Senator ThuIT.lond. !lr. Vest, \'thy is tne Indian Ocean 

interest? 

24 

25 
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1 Senator ?hurr!lOnd. lir. Vest, have any of the Indian 

2 Ocean littoral st2.tes as}:cd for the United States to increase 

3 its presence there? 

4 Answer. 

Ii 

6 

7 Senator 7hurmond. Hr. Vest, what is the position of the 

8 follo\'ling countries relative to the u.s. and Diego Garcia: 

9 India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Burma, Sri Lanka, Saudi Arabia, 

10 The East Africa littoral states? 

11 Ans\-ler. 

12 

~ 13 
• 

M 
o 

14 Sena tor Thurr.1ond. Hr. Vest, to the best of your ];;not·llccg...: I 

15 hO\'l have these countries expressed the.'11.selves on the increasing 

16 presence of the Soviet Union in the Indian Ocean? 

17 Answer. 

18 

~ 19 
oj 
o 

o · ~ 

20 Senator ?hurmond. are Vest, \'ihat steps are the United 

21 States taking '"lith the Soviet Union to reduce ~utual military 

22 presence in t:-,,, Indian Ocean? 

23 Ans;',.or. 

~ 24 
• 

25 

• 
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1 
Senator Culver 4 Hr. Secretary, \·!hat specific foreign 

2 
policy conunitr:1ents \·;ill be served by this planned. c;,~p2.nsion on 

:5 
Diego Garcia? 

11 
Put another '-lilY, ,-,hat specific cor.:ni tr.lents '-lQuld be 

5 
substantially hindered if .,e do not approve this expansion? 

6 
AnS\'ler. 

7 

8 

9 Senator Culver. \"1ould this base be vital for military 

10 
contingencies in Iran? 

11 

" 
Hould deployJ::cnt of forces for Iran be hindered subGtanti l} , 

< 12 • • if \,10 did not e~pand Diego Garcia? 
0 • 13 < 
~ 1-.nswer. 

14 

15 

16 Senator Culver. ~'loul-d this base be vital for rnilirary 

17 
operations to defend Israel? 

18 
M 

t'lould lack of this base prevent operations to defend 
0 
0 
0 19 N 

u Israel? 
ci 
c 20 .. AnS\'ier • , 
5 21 
:~ 
I : 
'w 22 .,; 

· · ~ 23 
Scn.::.tor Culver. Is t!,is b.:!sC! csscnt.ial for r.'.ilitary 

,;: 
c 24 
• op2rations to ~ccurc oil su~?lics fra~ the Pc=si~n Gulf? 

25 
Given t!!c glcb~l ccJ:~")abilitics of t.~)C I,;~S. ~::J.v7, co'-:lr.1 T,,'C 



29 99 

1 not protect the sea lanes \·:i thout Diego Garcia? 

2 

;:; 

4 

5 Senator Culver. Since Britain retpins sovereignty over 

6 Diego Garcia, can you assure us that the British "ill have no 

7 veto power over the use of Diego Garcia in the contingencies 

8 specified? 

9 If that question is not resolved, \·,i11 the Congress 

10 be informed of any British veto rights \-;henever a treaty 

11 , governing Diego Garcia is submitted to the Senate? 
, 
< 12 • • Answer. , , 13 ( , 

14 

15 Senator Culver. At one tiJ"ile it Nas argued that this bas~ 

16 would be used for KC-135 tankers ~'lhich could refuel B-S2' s from 

17 Thailand. . Since B-52 I S have no\'{ been \1i thdraHn fro1:l Thailand I 

18 "lhat use does this base still have? 
" 0 , 
0 19 N AnS\ver. 
J 
ci 
,: 20 
~ 
c 21 
" " u 22 ~ Senator Cui vcr. Is this tte or-)(~ning HCc1C]c in a planned 

~ 23 cxpaJlsion in the Inuiun Occ2.n, or \-!ill this lii:li .. .;cd c;~:.J.)nsio:l 

• 
0 24 
< be 5u-:ficicnt? 

25 
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1 Senator Culver. Do you still agree Hith the Defense 

2 Department anS\\'cr given to Senator Hushes in 197<1, that: liThe 

3 il7lproveI:1cnt plan for Diego Gareis " .. culd provide austere 

4 facilities capable of supporting up to a carrier task group, 

5 would more than offset an increase of Soviet presence by 50 

6 percent." 

7 Answer. 

8 

9 

10 Senator Culver. If this is the only ",ajor U.S. facility 

11 in the Indian Ocean, \'lould it not be highly vulnerable in the 

12 event of military operat:ions for "'hich yon claifil it is essential. 

13 AnsI<er. 

14 

15 

16 Senator Culver. The aritish have announced their pl"ans to 

17 pullout of their bases in Gan and l·lauritius. 

18 Do you plan to ~ove into those installations? 

19 

20 

21 

22 Senator Culver. ~\t one tir:10 I I believe, it \·;as arguC'{t th;.;_ ~ 

23 il major U. S. !,JT(;SenC0 in t:;.c JnLia.n OCCi3.n r(:!'lUir02U bl1ses on. the 
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0 
0 
0 
0 • • 1 ~ 

;; If so, are we planning to have such facilities? .. 
0 
~ 

2 2 
~ · < ;) 0 

~ 

4 

5 Senator Culver. Last year I Navy vfi tnesses clainec. that 

6 the opening of the Suez Canal Houle enhance soviet capability 

? for deplol~ent into the Indian Ocean. 

8 Do you agree? 

9 AnS\'1er. 

10 

11 
~ , 
• 12 • Senator Culver. Could not the u.s. Sixth Fleet also use 
• 
a 
• 13 • ~ the Camll? 

14 AnsVler. 

15 

16 

17 Senator Culver. ~'loulc1 a prudent Soviet planner realistic· 1: 

18 assur:te that the Canal could be usee! for military operations in 
M 
0 
0 
0 19 N the Indian Ocean? v 
ci , 20 
~ 

Ans\ .... er. 
E 

,< '. !~ 
21 

" 
w 22 ·,d 

'" ," ," 23 ~ Senator Culver. tihat rules no',': govern t!1C' use of the Cc.l ... ·.l 
;;: 

~ 24 
• by Inilitary ships? 

25 
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0 
0 
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1 Senator Culver. Is it not significant that tho only 
0 
N 

• 
~ 

2 military shill to ?u!:"ticipate in the Suez reopening \'laS the 

• C 
0 

f flaqship for the U.S. Sixth .Fleet? 

4 

5 

6 

? Senator Culver. Do you agree with the testimony by 

8 CIA Director Colby last year that: "Our assessment is that the 

9 Soviets '-lould match any increase in our presence in that area?" 

10 If so, ,·,hat have \'Ie to gain by this e::pansion? 

11 Ans\'ler. 

12 

13 

14 Senator Culver. Hhy is it necessary for c:xpanued U.S. 

15 nilitary presence since our "friends" a!:"c buying so much in 

16 arnancnts? 

17 After all, 42 percent of ocr foreign military sales 

18 l'lcnt to nations in t~e Persian Gulf in 1967 - 197-1, and in 

19 1974, theY",ere GO percent. 

20 AnS\·ler. 

21 

22 

23 n';hcrcupan, at 12:30 o'cloc!7. p.::1.., t~c Co:-:'. ... -:dt~..:.cc :::-c.cccsc:C: 

24 to recor-Vene upon t!1e call of the Chair.) 

25 


