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Date: __3 June 1975

From: Assistant Chief of Information-02
To: Admiral Zmllllt

Admirals

Attached are several--all that were released
by DOD--memos for correspondents posted in
April and May. 4lso attached is a portion lot
Mr, Middendorf's address to the Navy League in
New Orlesns in which be touches cn Okemn,

RADM Inman's office told me this morning they
sre putting the finishing touches on a package
of Okean material which should be mailed outtodsy
also,

I trust that this material will fi]ll your needs,

V. repy,

Do )m-;aa/

D.J. Hegnard
CAPT, USN













Jrfeeacd by DaD /Tl 7S

The Sovict Navy is conducting a major world-wide fleet exercise that

SOVIET NAVAL EXIERCISE

analysts estirate now includes more than 200 ships armd could go even

higher before it is completed.

The exercise is presently taking place in the North Atlantic, Indian
Ocean, Mediterranean Sea and the Pacific Ocean,

An April 10 TASS announcement said the Soviet Union would conduct
naval exercises on the "high seas'" during the month of April. No official
word of the start of that exercise has been made.

But, since the TASS announcement, numerous largé combatant naval
ships (cr11i§crs and destroyers) and some submarines have been observed
departing their homewaters or normal operating areas and entering the
North Atlantic, North Sea and Pacific Oceans.

The large number‘ of suéporting auxiliaries being deployed, coupled with
the deployment of long range reconnaissance aircraft to the Caribbean and
West Afrigg.’indicate that the‘naval exercise is wo-rld-wide.

Participating in the maneuvers are some of the newest and most heavily
armed surface ships in the Soviet Naval inventory; such as KARA and
KRESTA II class cruisers and KASHIN, KRIVAK, KILDIN and KANIN class
destroye-rs. ! |

Long range strike, antisubmarine and reconnaissance aircraft and a
large number of all types of submarines will also probably play roles in the

exercise, In the last two days, several large reconnaissance bombers

have been noted flying over the Norwegian Sea.



At least two groups have been observed in the Atlantic, one north of
the Portugese Azore Islands and one to the south of Iceland, An additional
t ask force is operating in the Norwegian Sea northeast of Iccland while
a task group, composed entirely of warships, is operating in the central
Mediterranean, Four separate groups are operating in the Pacific Ocean with
one group southeast of the Kamchatka Peninsula, one to the east of Japan,
one northeast of the Caroline Islands and a final group just south of the Sea
of Japan.

The roles the various task groups will play and the ‘overall theme of
this extensive Soviet naval exercise has not been detefmined; however, it
is likely that the experience gained "OKEAN' 1970 will provide a framework
to test and evaluate new weapon systems, tactics and doctrine developed since
1970. Anti-submarine, anti-carrier, anti-shipping, anti-aircraft, amphibious,

sand convoy operations are expected to be conducted by the surface, subsurface
and aviation branches of the Soviet Navy.

In April 1970, the Soviets conducted an extensive naval exercise in the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and in the adjoining seas and also in the
Mediterranean, the Black and Baltic Seas. Tha't exercise, named "OKEAN"
(Russian for "ocean') was designed to test the powerful and modern navy that
had been built during the 196-0'5 and to emphasize to all that Soviet Union
was a great maritime as well as land power, Surface ships, nuclear and
conventional submarines, aircraft and anphibious forces were tested during

two weeks of maneuvers,
END
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The worldwide Soviet naval Exercise OCEAN is well

under way.
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Large task forces of ships of all types

ny guided-missile surface combatants are o
ng exXercises in the Norwegian, Mediterranean,
ne Seas and North Atlantic and Indian Oceans.

ded-missile helicopter ship LENINGRAD ang
vided-missile combatants left the Mediterranean
d are now headed north in the Atlantic. ~They
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Two other. groups of ships may * soon rendezvous in

the PhilippinésSea where they will pProbably engage in.
antisubmarine warfare exercises, In the Indian Ocean, v -
several Soviet ships are already in ports in Somali in
northeast Africa and in the island republic of Mauritius,

Such wide-flung coordinated maneuvers, are unprece-
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,bistory_qf_the Soviet Navy. -
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FOR CORRESPONDENTS: ' April 28, 1970 (8) 4 7-5131

The following briefing was coﬁducted tod'aY at Headgt}arters, U S. Atlantic
Command, Norfolk, Virginia: .

"Our purpose here this morning is to update the bri;:fing on the Soviet
N.aval exercise 'Okean'! or !Ocean' which was presented by a Navy spokesman
at a Pentagon press conference last Wednesday., Since a large portion of this
exercise is ta'“ng place in Atlantic waters, it has been of particular interest
to the Atlantic . 1rna.nd and the Atla.ntic Fleet.

"Soviet Naval activity reached its all time world-wide hlgh this past
mOnuh when over 200 raval units were deployed to the Atlantic, Pacific and
Indian Oceans and to the Mediterranean,

“"The activity began to build up first in the Mediterranean when some
25 surface cornbatants, 3 intelligence collection ships, 20 support ships, and
accompanvine submarines deploved mostly from the Black Sea and conducted
one of the most extens1v.e s\urfa.ce ;ornbata.nt naval exercises ever held by the
Soviet Navy. - .

"During the final phases of the Mediterranean activity, Soviet units
began to form in the Atlantic and initially included an inusually high number
of intelligence collectors and submarines,

"In Mid-April Soviet surface combatants began to deploy into Lhe
Norwegian Sea from both the Northern and Baltic Fleets.

"“"Coincident with this increase in Atlantic operations, and while the
Mediterranean force maintained its strength at about 60 units, Soviet Naval
activity in the Indian Ocean reached its all time high, Soviet Naval units
have been deployed to this area since 1967, but the force had never before
reached the April level of 5 missile configured surface combatants, 6 support
ships and an accompanying submarine force.

"Soviet Naval activity in the Pacific also began to build up to a high
level in Mid-April and reached a total of 32 units bylast Friday, which is

2 to 3 times the number noted operating there in the past,

(MORE)

R R g ramebma e - d e o

e



R 3 . e e - - - L.

LA , e L . - ]
s o o RN

] 2' B

""As all of these Naval forces were deploying to the Oceans of the
World, the Soviet News Agency Tass announced that Soviet exercises, code-
named 'Okean' or 'Ocean,! would be held in April and May, These exercises
were to include submarines, surface ships, Naval Air Force and Marine
infantry units, The stated purpose of the exercise was to test and further
improve the level of combat skill of the Soviet Navy. '

“"The most concentrated exercise activity took place in the Atlantic
where 30 surface combatants, two dozen support ships, and half as many
intelligence collection ships were deployed last week, The high point began

22 April and lasted for three days. The exercise scenario was constructed

on a theme that the Leningrad Force, or the Southern Group, simulated an

_enemy task force which was to penetrate the Iceland-United Kingdom Gap.

_ "The « 'ﬁnding.force consisting of surface combatants, submarines
and support shiy., moved intc position to oppose the Southern aggressors.
Thus was the stage set for the most extensive Soviet Naval exercise in history.

+ "The Southern force conducted replenishment operations prior to
eriga.gement with the Northern force, A Sverdlov cruiser in the Northern
force was noted flying a Soviet Fleet Commander's flag, probably repre-
senting the Comrmander-in-Chief of the Soviet Northern Fleet,

"To the Fast, another larger surtace task torce was stearming northeast
of the Shetland Islands. -~ -
TN _ G
"In the North Central _Norwegian Sea, anti-submarine exercises were
underway, involving a cruiser/destroyer force, coordinated surface and air
operations against Soviet subs simulating enemny units occured in this area.

"The Soviet Naval Air Arm has also been expanding its operations
over the past three years at a steady pace,

"Coinciding with the high level Soviet Atlantic surface and submarine
activity last week has been the most concentrated Soviet Nval air operation
of all time, '

""The force presently conducts long-range maritime reconnaissance
with TU-95 Bears, medium range maritime reconnaissance, photography
and air to surface rnissile strikes with twin jet Badgers, and anti-submarine
warfare operations, which are performed by IL-18 May anti-submarine air-
craft and BE-12 Mail ASW amphibious aircraft,

: ~ (MORE)
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"Commencing on 8 April the Soviets conducted 5 days of round-the-
clock flighta into the North Atlantic. Ln addition, as many as 400 flights
were conducted last week in the Norwegian $ea area in support of Soviet
Naval operations there, This was the most extensive Soviet Air operation
in history conducted in support of Naval forces, -
“""The long-range Bear aircraft conducted extensive reconnaissance
for the Northern forces and probably provided locating information to its
medium range Badgers which conducted air to surface missile attacks on
the Southern group,

"Exercise 'Okean'is now apparently entering a new phase, Leningrad
has joined a third task force which sailed from Soviet Baltic Fleet waters
and has steamed North off the Northern coast of Norway, This new grouping
appears to be oriented toward amphibious operations and an amphibious landing
exercise along the North coast of the Soviet Union appears likely in the next
two or three days.. Since most of these ships are home-ported in the Baltic
and Black Seas they will undoubtedly returnSouth after the landings, pos-
sibly exercising enroute, '

“Some of the surface warships are expected to return to home ports
soon but the level of activity will remain high in all fleets for the immediate
future. It is possible that elements of the exercise will take place.in the
Atlantic farther South and West oi that yet experienced.

""As the Soviets “ha.ire publicly stated, this is their first world-wide
coordinated Naval exercise, It has resulted in the highest level of Soviet
Naval and Naval air a.c';;ivity on record and is in keeping with the continuing
growth of the Soviet Union as a Maritime power,

"The Soviets have dermonstrated some significant capabilities with
their Naval forces, for instance, a capability to fly reconnaissance missions
at extended ranges, including at least one non-stop mission to Cuba from the
Northern Soviet Union by TU-95 Bear aircraft. '

"After refueling in Cuba this type of turboprcp aircraft could surveil
a vast area of the North Atlantic, including the Caribbean.

“"Another capability demonstrated has been the improved ability of
Soviet surface forces to maintain large task groups at sea and to replenish
them at sea, Additionally the present movement of Soviet amphibious forces
from the Baltic to the Barents Sea indicates an increasing long-range
amphibious capability, o

(MORE)
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"In summary, I would like to emphasize three points. First,
that 50 percent of the Soviet Navy's ships have been constructed since
1960 and all of its active units have been constructed since World War L.
This is in far contrast to any Western Navy, including the- United States.

""Second, the Soviets have increased their tempo of open ocean
operations alrmost five times in the past four years and this figure will
go even higher in 1979,
' YAnd finally, the reasons why the Soviet Union is pursuing such a
- prolific rate of Naval growth, namely to become the wonld's leading maritime
power, to counter U. S. and Allied Naval capabilities and to support their
political objectives worldwide. " :

-END -
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“FOR CORRESPONDENTS: _ d May 5, 1970

SOVIET NAVAIL EXERCISE OCEAN

The worldwide Soviet naval Exercise OCEAN which

" began on 14 April apparently ended by 29-Apri1. Most

of the participating ships have returned tb home waters.
AtJAt'the.peak of activity, over.200 R;ssiéh shiés
were deployed ffom all four fleets. Tﬁe’éxereise
ranged ovér the Atlantic, Pacific, énd Iﬁdian Oceans
and Mediterranean, Norwegian, North, Barents,‘Baltic,

and Black Seas.

The exercise was coordinated from Waval Haaﬂqnnr?arc.

Moscow, and carried ouﬁ'uﬁder a single concept. _The
wdrldwide manéhvéfs were.unpreced;ntéd in the histo¥y
of the Soviet Navy. e

| Almost half of the 260 ships involved in OCEAN
operated in thé North Atlantic Ocean and the Norwegian Sea.
Thé"guided—missile_helicopter ship LENINGRAD, on her

maiden voyage, left the Mediterranean on 15 April to

join this northern force.

MORE



A total of 33 naval ships from the Pacific Ocean

Fleet concentrated their operations in the Philippine

Sea. This was twice the number ever éeen there., From
45 to 50 ships were inxthe Mediterranean, while at
least 17 operated in the Indian Ocean.

Exercise OCEAN demonstrated that the Soviets are-
capc™le of deploying and-Operating their modern sophis-

ticated navy on a global basis.

END





