
Mr. J03eph S. Ardito 

Dear ~Ir. Ardito: 

DEPARiMENT OF THE NAVY 

Supervisor of Diving 

NAVAL SEA SYSTEMS COMMAND 
NAVV CEPARTMENT 
WASHINaTON, 0,. C.20362 
TEl'PHONE. (2021 592·1372 

IN REPLV REFER TO: 

OOC/RPS 
1500 
Ser 499/00C 

AFt, Z 2 1915 

1"h:illk you for your letter of March 21, 1975. Should you pursue the 
development of the "Aqua-Pell" further, the Navy would be interested 
in reviewing the results of your efforts. Please forward additional 
iniormation to: 

Commander, 
Naval Sea Systems Command 
Code DOC 
Washington, D. C. 20362 

Your concern for the safety of our Navymen is appreciated. 

Copy to: 
Office of 
E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. 

ADM US NAV (Ret) 

Sincerely yours 

L i/// .:'?~' .J;7 ~.~ 
Ra ond P. Swanson 
LT., USN 



Joseph - Ardito 

March 21, 1975 

D0ar Adnira l "'o omwal d , 

I d0n ' t lik e to bea t a round the bush S0 I'll get 

s tra i ght to the point . T ' m s 811ing live s . Yes , tha t ' ~ 

wha t T sa id, live s . 

"' ir , a s you 'cnow when a ship has to be l eft in 

a hurry co,·,,,tiuGS f or nays nnti l a r e s cue unit can 

r ea ch the ar ea of dis r ess . You ~ lso know that the 

More motion proj ected f rom a swimner the fas t er a shark 

will a ttack the swi=er . 

Ve l l I have just invent ed a product tha t can 

eas i ly be a tta ched to the standa rd ·- . S . N. life 

pre ss erver . I call it the Aqua - Pell . 

I can gaurentee tha t if your Qen Vle re to use oy 



device they wo uld be abl e to move in the '!Tater wi t h 

the gr eatest of ease which would i ncrease t·he switllners 

- b il i t y to qwi m a mu ch greater distanc e . ',n th a 

li re j a cket on a nd the wear ing of t he Aqua - Pell devi ce 

i t woul d be 1 i ke t he swiJ;lm3r being i n an emergencv 

raft . Rvery st roke counts. You get the most dr ive 

for yo ur s troke Qnd mo r e. 

If ever 'J ne sma l l p iece of gear meant s o much 

t h is i s it . 

A Jl:ood way t o ma ke th i s cl ea r t o ou i s to conpa re 

the rifl e and s i de a r m of the L ,nd so l d i e r to the 

A'j ua - Pell. ":hen t he rif l e of t he l a nd "old i er jams 

i n a t i ght spot he ca n a l ways f all ba ck on his sider 

arm. I know tha t you would like sorae t h i ng f or the 

Navy man to fall back on i n a tigh t spo t . I ~ you ar e 

int er p, sted T ~ ill d i s cus s rurther . T am ~eceiving 

,~uA . {2y~ 
J os poh - . Ardi t n 

Inven t or 


