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SAUDI AMIlIA 

Saudi Arabia ia an I.lamic OIODArchy in which 
religi"",. law forma the baail of the legal aystem 
and I.lamic pr.cept. and traditions playa aajor role 
a the .ociety. ay origin tribal, Saudi Arabian 
~iety i. ba.ically egalitarian and individuali.tic • 
Saudia have a fin.ly drawn and aten •• ly felt tradi­
tional .en.e of juatice. 

1. Itupect for the Integrity of the Peraon. %bCluding 
Preed"", fro.", 

a. !c .. ture 

!crt .. r. h not .... ctioned or, to the beet knowledg. 
of the Depar_t of IItate, practiced in Saudi Arabh. 
Th.re ara occadonal report. of tortv.-e but DOD. llaa 
be ... co .. firmed. 

b. Cr ... l, Inh ....... n or Degrading' 'IT.a_t Or 
P""iahment 

Ielamic lew. which i. tha con.titution of Saudi 
Arabia, eanction. the practic. of aevering the band 
of convicted thi.v... Thia p""iehment ie not .. ted 
OI>t to Unt or .. cend off.ndera but only to .. 1 .... 
r.cidiviet •• and a f.ct there hav. be.n f ... in.tan .... 
of euch puniahm."t d .... ing the past .. v .... l ,. ..... 
Capital punbhment by public beh.ading :La provided by 
law for .urder, adult.ry and oth.r .. rUBe. con.idered 
hei"...... Public floggag .... der strict controle i. 
occa.ionally .... d •• a punishment for l.aser .. riD •• by 
tb. Saudi c ...... t.. Prison.r. liva und.r difficult .. on-
dition •• particularly during the hot •• a_. but .... 
DOt deliberately .i.treated. 

c. Arbitrary Arr.st or l:aIpri_t 

Arbitrary arre.t and detention are "ot conaoned or 
practiced by the Government. There ie DO evidenc. 
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that individual. are pre.ently impri.aned in sau4i 
Arabia for their political beliefa. In.o.e ca ••• , 
foreigner. accuaed of b ... aking the la ...... deport.4 
aod prohibited frOD r.ente .. ing the Kingdom. 

d. Deni.l of Pair PUblic rrial 

saudi Arabia' a 1udicial .:rat ... ia beaad directly On 
I.l .... ic 1.... ,he .ccuaed ia triad before qualified 
and iaparUal 1udgea. rri.l ..... op.n to the public. 
including fo .. eign conaul ... offici.l., excapt When the 
.ecu.-ity of the atate i •• t i •• ue ••• in the ca.e of 
the •••••• in of ~ing P.iaal in 1976. or in c •••• of 
.lleged treaaon. Clo.ed triala heve occurrad .. arely 
in .. ecent year.. Itxtaoded police inveaUliation. and 
.4mini.tr.tive deficiencie. frequently laad to trial 
deley during Which time, in criminal c..... the 
.ccu.ed ftorJUlly ..... in. in 'ail. 'lb .... ie. however • 
• .. ecognized. info .... l .y.t ... of r.leaaing pri8On.u 
011 bond When they are charged with IIlinor offen.e •• 
Should part i.. in • c .. iain.l trial be dia .. ti.if.d 
with the verdict. they heve the .. ight to appaal to the 
higher court •• well •• the King. 

•• InvaaiOll of the Balle 

Baudi 1 ... and ..... tom .. equi ... reapact fo .. priv.cy. 
JoweYer. S.udi l.w enforc.ment author it i •• do DOt 
h •• iute to .earch premi.e. without a warrant in c •••• 
whe ... they have r"8On to believe illegal activitie • 
• re talcing plac.. Such c .... are .... t c"","",n .nd 
u.ually rel.te to amuggling of alcohol or pornogr.phic 
_tedal •• 

2. Governmental Policie. Rel.ting to the Pulfillment 
of Such Vital,...., ... Pood. lIbener, Jaalth Car. 
and EducaUcm 

'lbe Baudi Governmeftt ia uaing ita oil r""enu •• for the 
benefit of the poor. 'lbe ann""l budg.t of saudi 
Arabia. which in 1978 .... $38 billion. i. committed to 
_jor defen ••• infraatructure •• nd induatri.l projecta 
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•• _11 .s .... pidly expanding' eod.l a ..... ic .. a ... tor. 
Per capita 1ncClllie 18 approxi_tely $10.000. Th.... • 
are diaparitie. of income but all .audi nation.la .... 
vuarantead uoplo)'IMnt and providad houaing. In 
addition, free aducation and health care facilities 
are available to all citisen. and non-eitiaen 
re.identa. If adequate .. di"al care ia not availa~le 
within the ltinqe5Q1ll, the petient and on .. family •• "ort 
are flown abroad at 9OVer ...... nt _en.e. II real •• tate 
development fund which provide. intere.t-fre. 25-year 
loan. ha. bun er.ata<! to financ .. the .cquisition of 
hCIIIie. by Saudi eiti.ena. Tb .. Gov.r ...... nt aubaidl ••• 
baaic foodatuffa. In addition to ita "oncern for th .. 
_lfar. of ita OWII people, the Saudi Government ia a 
aajor .ouree of foreign aid to poorer oountriea. 

3. Raapect for Civil and POlitical Libertiea, lAelud­
&ng, 

a. rreadCllli of 'l'hOOqht. Speech, fr .... RaU9ion 
and Aa.tllllbl Y 

Saudia are q.nerally fre .. to eay whatever they wiab. 
Ind .. ad. eith.na are invitad to tak. their 9ri.vaneaa 
to hiqher authority. Although there ia no axpre.a 
prohibition on aaatllllbly. any a.eting of a political 
nature would f.ll under the aore qeneral prohibition 
againat political activity and orq.ni.ation.. 'l'he 
pr ••• b not canaorad prior to publication. but it 
do •• keep within bounda it pre.am .. are acceptable to 
the Gover"",.nt. 'l'hu •• critici ... of policiea and 
_ior offlcl.la in the pre .. is r..... 'l'hare h 
frequent critici ... of the negative effect of dCllliestic 
policie., particularly in the eCODCllliic aphere. Ibe 
preas often write. of the failure of aiddle-level 
official. properly to discharge their dutiaa. 'l'h. 
foreiqn preaa i. cen.orad prior to diatribution in 
order to e.ciae picturea and statementa thouqht 
offenaive to the traditional Ialamic value. of Saudi 
a""iety. 

Uniona or otber fo .... of labor orqaniaati""a are 
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prohibited. Official in.titution. hava been .a­
tAbli.hed to protect the interelt. of labor and hear 
,rievance.. I.lam ia tha e.tabIi.had reli,ion of 
Saudi Arabia anll Saulli. are not pe"",itted to practi.e 
other relillion., elthoullh non-Mualim foreignera have 
been able to holll private an/! lIiacreet relillioua 
aervicea • 

_n in Saulli Arabia occupy a _ial poaition in 
keepinll with cmaervative tredition anll the hnctiOni 
of !alamic law as interpreted by the Saullia. II'amen 
are .e,rellatell from all men except cloae relative •. 
~ir primery focua in on home and family. lIben 
they leave their boIae. they are u:pacted to be 
veiled anll to be accClllP&l\ied by a male "cort. Bow­
ever, more and JllCre Saudi _n are eppearin, in public 
without veil.. A • .pacified in I.l .... ic law, wive. 
can be ea.ily divorced but cannot auily divorce their 
huaband.. Divorced vive. muat be adequately provided 
for, ,enerally by a return of the dowry. Divorce i. 
relatively unc.-:>n. PolYII""'y ia ..... ctioned by Iel./Ull, 
and men cen have up to four vives at a time, but thi. 
practice ba. become rare. _n'a opportunitiea for 
employment are limited to certain occupetion. ouch .. 
teachinll and nuroinll where contect with .. n ia 
minimel. Bowaver, enforcement of .. ,re,ated employ­
ment ia weakenin,. An incre"in, nUlliber of _ are 
bein, educated, allll e few have atullied for edvanced 
degre .. abroad. In 1978 the fiut Saulli _an became 
Dean of the lIiyadh Girl. School anll the 1978 enter in, 
claa. of the School of Medicine of ~in, Abdulasis 
Univeraity ia compri.ed of aeventy men anll fifty 
_no 

Civil marria,e doea not ""in in Saulli Arabia. Mu.lim 
_n are prohibited frem marryin, non-KUalim men, 
but KUdla .... may marry wcmen who are either Mudla 
or 'people of the book' (Chri.tian. Jeviah. or 
Zoroaltrianl. Marria,e between Saullia anll non-Saull.!.. 
J.a regulated by the Miniatry of Interior. Saulli 
citizen. viahin, to .arry a non-Saulli of any reli,ion 
or nationality (except a native of one of the Peraian 
Gulf Arab atat •• ) must first obtoin parmi.oion from 
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that !tinbtry. 

b. Preed"", of !tov_1It Within the Country. Porelg11 
~raveI and !mig~atlon 

Saud:! ... lu ara generally free to "'ve abo .. t the 
country and travel ebroll/l. ay aocial cu.t ..... """"var. 
the _v_t of _n h r •• tricted. They cennot 
drive car. and .... t obtain ...... i .. ion fr .... their ., ... -
band. father or vuartlian to travel abroad. !migration 
requir •• tha 1'."'; •• 1011 of the Govarnment aDd i. d .. lt 
vi th on a c .. e-by-ca .. baei.. 1' ... Saudia cboo •• to 
live ~..,tly ouUi4e tha OOUJItry • 

• e~ on •• illion for.ign !tu.lt.. congregate each year 
for the annual Neeca pllgrt..g.. 1'I>e aecurity prol>­
lema created by thl. large ..... of people are enor!lOUS, 
and after the pilgrimage Saudia .ndeavor to round up 
all the il1.gal alian. who att.-pt to aUY after their 
pilgrimage vi.a • .-pir •• 

~here i. no tour i... .. .uell in Saudi Arabia and all 
vi.i tora _.t have a local eponeor. lIntry via .. 
have at time. been rafu •• d by Saudi a"tlloritia. 
beeau .. of rel19io ... affiliation, but .uell c .... are 
increa.ingly rare .nd generally l1aited to .elf­
proclaimed athlii.u an4 othlir pareon. Whom the Sa""1& 
conai4er to be a threat to Sa""i .ecurity Or ita way 
of life. 

c. Preedea to Parti"ipata in the Political Proc ... 

Saudi Arabia h an I&1 ... ie _arclly who •• Jtj.ng 1& 
eho.en by con • .., ..... of the Hnior 1IeIIIber. of the Royal 
Family. 1'I>e ling4_ 40u not bav. an elected a .. embly 
and political partie. are prOhibited. ~he acc ••• i­
bility of officiala, and the fact that any citiaen ha. 
the right to redr ••• througll pre •• ntation of petition 
or gri.vane. to the ling at hi. we.kly public audiance 
or to one of .evaral _eial grievance and a4minh­
trative tribunal... function a .. ra.traint. againat 
arbitrary u •• of authority. Although the King i. the 
lleed of tile legal .y.t .... Whicll in Ialamic law i. at 
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one vi th th_ pel! tical .yat.... he ... y _ eu.cl in bit own court. 

4. Government Attit\l4e and ",",co.r4 "'"'g .... 4ing Inter­national and Hen-governmental Inveetigation of Allag.cl Violation. of lUmen aight. 

'J'o the _at of ow: ltnowl.clge the 'a\l41 Go ... l:IIIIent bea DOt _eft aak.cl to accept outei4e 1n4 .... nd.nt invaaU-9.ti"" of all*,.cI human ri,hta violation •• 
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