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7- 6-99; 3:51PM'ADVOCACY 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEnNSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 2D3OHOOO 

Mr. Paul Sullivan 
Executive Director 
National Gulf War Resources Center 
1224 M Street Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Sullivan: 

JlIl 02 1999 

I am in receipt of your letter dated June 7,1999. In your letter, you question my 
assertion that the Presidential Oversight Board has endorsed the conclusion stated on 
page lOaf the "Environmental ExpoSUl'/l Report: Depleted Urani'UIII in thi! Gulf." 

By now, I believe you have received from the Boatd the full package of 
corresponrlence between the Presidential Oversight Boatd and my office, including a 
copy of Senator Rudman's February 19, 1 m,lelter to me. The refenmlOe for the 
endorsement is on page two, paragraph one of the Senator's letter: 

The Board beliflllU OSAGWl's statement 01/ poge 10 of the environmental 
exponue report W4\' slfl!icient to serve as a report conclusion: 

Based on the data developed to date, the Qffice of the 
Special Assistant believes that while DU can pose a 
chemical toxicity and radiological hazard under specific 
carldiJions, the t:IVOilable evidence does not support claims 
that DU caused or is causing the UlfdJagnoJed illnesses 
some GutfWar veterans are experiencing (p. 10). 

We stand by our position as sadIld aD page 10 of tile DU environmental report and 
reiterated to you in my May 28, 1999,letter. 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to your concerns. I hope this 
information is helpful to you. 

Sincerely, 

5L-U-dle 
Bernard Rostker 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000 

Mr. Chris Kornkven 
NationaJ Gulf War hsoun:e CenIm 
1224 M SInet, NW 
Wuhington,DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Komkven: 

JUl 021999 

This letter is ill responae to youranai1, m:eivedonJune 3, 1999, subject: Questions. You inquired 
about the stIdUs of)'Our Freedom oflnf.ixmation Act (FOIA) requests to the Pentagon, and reqll&llled 
clarification on inftlrmillion briefed to the VSOIMSO roundtable at the Pentagon on Aprill$, 1999. 

In one of your FOIA requests, )'011 asked to be p-ovidcd with a copy of the trip report writtaI by 
OSAGWl personnel who visited Dr. Douglas Rokke to discllH DU-related issues. After obWniog Dr. 
Rokke's authorizlllioo to release the trip report, we p-ovided a copy to the Dim:tor of Freedom of Intimnation 
and Security Review (DFOlSR)on M.a.n:h 8,1999. WbeDwecontllcb!dMs. Cuny of the DFOISR staff 011 

June 14, 1999, sbe indicated lhatbcr office had not compJeted the actions requinld by the document release 
process. SbB expected to release the documOlll by the end of the week. ReganIing)'Our other outIIaruIing 
FOIA request, !IIIIDely, a log of aU documents maintained by our office, we have not yet found a satisIiIctory 
way to etalfll such a 1og, 01" to mc:ct the security!eCjUinm1enls fur its relea.se. 

Finally, you requested clarification on remarks that)'Ou aIIn"buted to an OSAGWI briefer who 
addressed DU training and awareness issues atthe VSOIMSO rolDldtllble. The briefer was Mrs. Dee Dodson 
Morris, our Diredor of! ellSOllS Learned I'mplemerdation. Her briefing c:oncen1rated OIl the current efforts to 
update goneral and speeialimd DU __ training ill the Anrry and the on-going effor1s of the Tri-serviee 
Worting Group on DU 1'nIiIIing. WhiIo review of the briefing materials tweals that the training of medical 
personnel was not speeifically bigbligbted, lIS you noted, Mrs. Morris did Slate that a current video was 
available for usc in IminiDg medical personnel. This video c.aptures the sateUite training broack:ast, "Policy 
fur lheTn::atmeutofPersonneI Woumled by Depleled Unmium Munitions" produced by the US Anrry 
Medical Command and ain:d in December 1998 and Janll8l}' 1999 to 8 worldwide audienal of DoD and VA 
",,",givers. The Army Surgeon General bas mandated that aU Medical Command caresiven view this video. 
J hope this information clarifies the stIdUs of DU awanmess training :matuiaJs availsble for use iIItDlining 
medical personnel. 
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