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August 13, 1999 

FAX COVER SHEET 

TO: ALL BOARD MEMBERS 

FROM: Michael E. NayloR 

SUBJECT: Letter from Bernard Rostker to 
Senator Rudman 

The attached fax was received in our office Thursday, 
August 12, 1999. 

Staffwill monitor this situation. We may wish to have 
ARDEC and CHPPM address this issue, with 
OSAGWI, at an upcoming monthly meeting. 

The impact of the debate on the Level I risk assessment 
dose estimates is yet to be detennined. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRET4RY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DUENSIt PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON. DC 20301·1000 

----.., .... ".,...., 

Honorable Wamm B. Rudman, Cb8irmaQ 
Pre$l.dential Spec:ia! OVenicht Board 
1401 Wilson Blvd.. Sw.te 401 
ArHngton. Virginia 22209 

Dear Senator Rudman: 

Information came to light on FridJIY. AU8llst 6, 1999. that the GAO is. 
concerned. about the reliability of'the Level I depleted lUani.1.Im (DU) dose 
__ ent completed by the US AlmY Center for Health Promotion and 
Preventive Medicine (CHPPM). AI a part o£ the on-going GAO review of iswe61 
relatizl& ~o the use of DU du.ring the Gult'War, GAO investlgato", have met with 
8eimtUlts from the US Army Armament Research. Development and 
Engineeril1g Command (,ARDEC) at .l'icat!nny Arsenal all we.ll as CHPPM in 
Aberdeen. MD to leam. the detaiJ6 of'the dose usessment methodolocy. During 
this process, ARDEC scientists expreseed. dissatiefaction over CHPP!4', 
trelltment of cettain research data reported In a 1989 ARDEC report. CHPPM 
based its Gulf'WIl' Levell m.k assessment on dose estimates frmn ARDEC', 
1989 report of a 1987 teet where a DU round penetrated DU armor. ARDEC 
contend& tbat CHPPM ha.5 erroneously interpreted SOD'Ie of its data in making 
their dose aase$_~. They believe that the inhaled dose of DU could be 
much higher man CHPPM has estimated. While we were aware of ARDEC's 
concerns, we were assured by CHPPM: that "we will cover Rich's eonc:ems in 
OW' (CHPPM'sl report. We have macle adjustments that Rich can live with: 

ARDEC and CHPPM aeientiste are meetinl to resoble the iS$\letl. T'b.ia :a>aiY 
be dim.cult because the ARDEC lead scientist is leavinc for a schedulecl 
SUrICJY. Jl a revised Levellassessm.ent is called for, it will be incorporated into 
the next. revision of our DU Environmental Exposure Report. 

I will keep you mtormed of the staNS o£ thia iesue. 

Sc:mard Rostker 

TDTfL P.02 
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