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STA'l'EMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY 

Last February, when the President announced the Liftinv ot the 
trade embargo against v~etnam, he also announced that he wouLd 
send another top-level delegation to Vietnam later in the year 
to press for further proqress from Vietnam on unresolved POW-KIA 
issues. This PresidentiaL delegation wiLL travel to Vietnam 
JuLy 1 to 4, and to Laos JuLy 4 to 5. It wiLL stop in Hawaii for 
briefings by the commander-in-Chief, Pacitic (CINCPAC), the Joint 
Task 'Force-FULL Accountin9 (JTF-FA) and the u.s. Army CentraL 
Identification Laboratory (CILHI). 

The delegation wiLL be jointly led by Deputy Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs HersheL Gober, Assistant secretary of State 
Winston Lord and Deputy Assistant secretary of Defense for 
POW/MIA Affairs James Wold. A similar hiqh-level delevation went 
to Vietnam in July 1993. 

At the inVitation of the president, leaders of the five largest 
veterans organizations -- the Executive Director of the American 
Levion, John P. so_ar, Jr.; the Junior Vice. Commandar-in-chief 
of the Veterans of Foreiqn wars, Paul A. Spera; the National 
Legislative Director of the Disabled American veterans, Richard 
F. Schultz 1 the National COl'IUIIander of the American Veterans of 
World War II, the ¥orean War and the Vietnam War, Donald M. 
Hearonl and the National Vice President of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America, Jack Clark -- will be members of the deleqation. The 
Executive Director of the National Leaque of Familie. Of American 
Prisoners and Mis.ing in Southeast'Asia, Ann Hills Griffith, will 
also b. a member of the delegation. 

president Clinton bas asked this delegation to continue the . 
search for answers that will help us achieve the fullest possible 
accountinv ~or our POW/MIAs. . 

The delevation will make clear to Vietnam that further step. in 
relations between our two nations depend on additional tangible 
p~09re.s ,on .~e Qutstanc;l,incg POW/KIA .CAses,. " In, particular.1 ~lI, 

, President .1s:1ook!ntj .toi' eOnc:r:et. 'prJl9'1='ess, in: f?ur.'key: area.: . , 
" . 

- more -
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REMaINS: Concrete results from efforts on their part to cases, 
live siqhtinqs and field activities. 

DISCREPANCY CASES: Continued resolution of 55 discrepancy cases, 
live siqhtinqs and field activities. 

~: Further assistance in implementinq trilateral 
investiqations with the Lao. 

ARCHIVES: Accelerated efforts to provide all POW/MIA-related 
documents that will help lead to qenuine answers. 

While in Laos, the deleqation will discuss with senior Lao 
officials wars to further advance joint efforts to achieve the 
fullest posslble accountinq of the 504 Americans missinq in Laos. 
In particular, the deleqation will seek proqress in •• tablishinq 
a live-siqhtinq mechanism, in expandlnq the pace and scope ot 
joint U.S.-Lao field activities, furtherinq trilateral 
cooperation with the Vietnamese and obtaininq broader access to' 
Lao government archival holdinqs. 
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