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If you have problems rcceiving this document, call: {806) 742-3744

Prisailla:
Please torward attached letter to the Admral

Conccrning the invitations that [ had vou hold. Please scrap them. I took
action on them my self rather than bothering the Admiral with them.

Thanks.

James R. Reckner.
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CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT

Box 41013 / Lubbock, Taxas 081013 / (306) 743-8762, 7438784 / Bex: (B08) 763

Scptember 26, 1994

Admiral Etmo R Zumwalt, Jr. Fax: (703) 328-8795
1500 Wilson Bhvd.. Suite 641 B
Arlingrton. VA 22200

Dear Admiral Zumwalt:

Thank vou for your letter of September 22, 1994, reporting on the delivery of
President Lawless's invitation to General Giap. 1he response is the best we counld
anticipate. shent of an outright acceptance. ] have abready mud arranguments with the _
commander of Resse Air Force Base (just on the outskirts of Lubbock) to provide secure "
accommeodations lor General Giap should he actually come.

Following is a bnief status report of outstanding projects:
1995 Army War College Vielnam Roundtable.

We now have firm comminments for every scheduled slot for the conference except
one offering a general officer's view. [isutenant (feneral Uavidson declined due 1o health;
Lieutenant General Dave R. Palmer plans to attend, but cannot commit to speak because of
the possibility of being called to testify before the Base Closure Conimittes. Therefore we
have. on GGeneral Palmet's recommendation, imvited Brigadier General Hubs Wass de
Czcaa to fill that slot. Al other arrangements are in place for the conference. We will
send ot thvers soon

1996 Vietnam Symposium

We have now raceived acceptances of our invitations from the majorizy of the
ndividuals specificallv invited. Among those accepting are Ambassador Colby. Dr. Walt
Rostow, Ambassador THem Douglas Pike, Dr. Oya Gaiduk fom the Russian Academy of
Sciznues. and many others, Dr. Rostow advised me that he had takked with My, William
Bundy a couple of weeks ago at Princeton. and that we should receive his acceptanes soon.

All of the principal planned panels are now filled. We still have a certain shortage
though. as a result of General Westmoreland's decision not W participate. I have in mind to
invite one or more of the following officers to make the planned welcoming preseniation
on the Wednesday nieght. 17 April 1996, and possibly another (o present the keynote
speech at the banguet (unless. of course, you would tike to do either): '

VIETNAM CENTER NATIONAL COUNCIL ARCHIVE OF THE VIETNAM CONFLICT
Admiral Elmo R Zumwalt, Je, USN (RET), Chairman . Texas Tech Libr y
CGanmrsl William C Westmoreland, Hon William E Colby Zubback, Texas 7%409-0002 (R06) 742-3758
Hon. Willlam P. Bundy, Hon, Bui Diewn, Professor Douglas Pike Fax: (8C6} 742-1920 b
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General Wevand
(ieneral Momyer
Genceral Vogt

Concerming this 1 am particularly anxious to receive any advice that you nught be able to
otter. | know nonc of these officers personally, although I am certain Major Genexal Faver
will know both of the Air Force officers. Can vou provide any idea as to which of the
above might be most promising to invite as a speaker?

NEH Funding for 1996 Conference.

[ have completed the fimal propusal (a remarkable piece of bureaucratic paperwork)
tor the Natiomal Endowrnent for the Humanities, requesting funding from them for the
1946 conference. [ will send a copy 10 vou via mail, I thank you for your leticr of
Scpternber 22, which I will melude as one of the manv required enclosures.

Approach to Perot.

We continue to prepare for this ¢Hort. General Westmoreland's decision not to
partictpate in that effort has caused us to adopt another approach. Within the last two
weeks the National Coaliion of Vietnam Veterans has expressed considerabls intsrest in
our effort here. and has donated $1,000 to the Center. In discussions with them, I leam
that the Chatrman of the Coalition, My, Tom Burch, who is a lawyer in Washington,
servid [or a tme as Mr. Pevof's personal lawyver. Apparently he still maintains very close
ues with Perot. presumably through his work with the Victnam Veterans' Coalition.

Our Office of Development now intends to approach Mr. Burch to see whether he
mught travel with Dr Lawless to visit with Perot. This might be a verv useful approach, as
Burch's representative, who visited here two weeks ago, volunteered that he thought the
Victnam project ar Texas Tech was the most important Vietnarn initiative since the end of
the war. 1t he can infuse that enthusiasm into Mr. Burch, we might have just the right ally
to approach Mr. Perot,

Vietnam Center Linc ltcm in the State Budget

There are no new developments on this tront at this time. | have been advised that
funding tor the Vietnam (entzr 1s now the number two priority for the University. As the
lizutenant governor and the speaker of the house are Texas Tech graduaics, and the leader
of the senate a former Manne and the senator from Lubbock, we are in a particularty
strong position in Austin just now [ am optimistic,

James R Reckner |
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