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U8 8TRATEGY IN ТНЕ PER8IAN GULF REGION (U) 

Overview: 

(8) Current m11itary objectives and strategies for peacetime 

and for the range of potential conflicts 1п 80uthwest Asia are 

tailored to the nature оЕ today's threat and are constrained Ьу 

actual US rnilitary capabilities. UB nationa1 objectives for the 

region inc1ude protecting ассевв to oi1, supporting friend1y 

regiona1 governments, countering Soviet efforts to gain influence, 

deterring or offsetting direct Soviet mi1itary intervention. This 

ref1ects the fact that the security оЕ the region 1в 1nseparable 

frorn the fulfi11rnent of security cornmitrnents to NATO and Asian 

a11ies Ьесаиве of a11ied dependence оп Persian Gu1f 011; thus, US 

and allied security is inseparable from the security of the 

Persian Gu1f region. 

(8) The US wou1d: 

а. Оррове Boviet efforts to gain power and inf1uence in 

the region. 

Ь. Deter or counter direct Sov1et ml1itary 

lnterventlon. 

с. Use mi1itary force if necessary to counter hosti1e 

attempts to gain contr01 оЕ the Persian Gu1f region. 

d. Not withhold forces and resources from 80uthwest 

Asia s01ely Ьесаиве their иве might degrade the defense of NATO 

Europe, Japan, the Republic of Korea, or other a111es. 
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US STRATEGY IN THE PERSIAN GULF REGION (U) 

Overview: 

(S) Current military objectives and strategies for peacetime 

and for the range of potential conflicts in Southwest Asia are 

tailored to the nature of today's threat and are constrained by 

actual US military capabilities. US national objectives for the 

region include protecting access to oil, supporting friendly 

regional governments, countering soviet efforts to gain influence, 

deterring or offsetting direct soviet military intervention. This 

reflects the fact that the security of the region is inseparable 

from the fulfillment of security commitments to NATO and Asian 

allies because of allied dependence on Persian Gulf oil; thus, us 

and allied security is inseparable from the security of the 

Persian Gulf region. 

(S) The US would: 

a. Oppose Soviet efforts to gain power and influence in 

the region. 

b. Deter or counter direct Soviet military 

intervention. 

c. Use military force if necessary to counter hostile 

attempts to gain control of the Persian Gulf region. 

d. Not withhold forces and resources from Southwest 

Asia solely because their use might degrade the defense of NATO 

Europe, Japan, the Republic of Korea, or other allies. 
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(Б) DeEense оЕ и8 interests in 80uthwest Asia requires а 

military structure greater than that currently available. Unti1 

adequate capabi1ities сап Ье деуе10ред, the United 8tates must 

рисэие 1imited mi1itary objeetives, eonsidering деЕепэе priorities 

апд attendant risks wor1dwide. 

(С) Major threats to ив interests in 80uthwest Asia ine1ude: 

(а) interna1 instabi1ity, (Ь) intraregiona1 eonfliet, (с) 

80viet-supported subversion ос invasion Ьу surrogate Еосееэ, апд 

(д) 80viet астед intervention. 

(8) The most likely objeetive Еос а limited 80viet invasion 

wou1d Ье to оееиру Azerbaijan in support оЕ Azeri seeessionist 

elements. Objeetives Еос а fu11-sea1e invasion оЕ 1сап wou1d Ье 

to seize the 011 provinee оЕ Khuzestan апд to eontr01 the 8trait 

оЕ Hormuz. Phase I -- 8eizure оЕ northern Iran, to inelude 

Tehran; Phase II -- Logistic bui1dup апд Eorward deployrnent оЕ 

TACA1R into eaptured airfields; Phase 1II -- Seizure о! southern 

Iran. 

(8) Mobility апд logistics considerations in determining 

military strategy: (а) great distances, (Ь) harsh geographic апд 

climatie condltions, (с) relative paucity оЕ logistic 

infrastructure, апд (д) 1irnlted ив rnilitary access to regional 

faellitles. 

--Within З~ даув, using rnobi1ized 1ift, the ив current1y 

сои1д дер1оу to 80uthwest Asia а rnix о! about 2 1ight divisions оЕ 

Асту апд Marine eombat Еосеев, 12 tactica1 
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(S) Defense of us interests in Southwest Asia requires a 

military structure greater than that currently available. Until 

adequate capabilities can be developed, the United States must 

pursue limited military objectives, considering defense priorities 

and attendant risks worldwide. 

(C) Major threats to US interests in Southwest Asia include: 

(al internal instability, (b) intraregional conflict I (c) 

Soviet-supported subversion or invasion by surrogate forces, and 

(d) Soviet armed intervention. 

(S) The most likely objective for a limited Soviet invasion 

would be to occupy Azerbaijan in support of Azeri secessionist 

elements. Objectives for a full-scale invasion of Iran would be 

to seize the oil province of Khuzestan and to control the Strait 

of Hormuz. Phase I -- Seizure of northern Iran, to include 

Tehran; Phase II -- Logistic buildup and forward deployment of 

TACAIR into captured airfields; Phase III -- Seizure of southern 

Iran. 

(S) Mobility and logistics considerations in determining 

military strategy: (a) great distances, (b) harsh geographic and 

c l1matic cond 1 tions, (c) relati ve pauci ty 0 flog istic 

infrastructure, and (d) limited US military access to regional 

facilities. 

--Within 3~ days, using mobilized lift, the US currently 

could deploy to Southwest Asia a mix of about 2 light divisions of 

Army and Marine combat forces, 12 tactical 
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tactica1 air1ift squadrons, and 3 carrier battle groups; c10sure 

times уасу. This force cou1d Ье doubled in 60 days, but 

sustainment of either the 30-day ос the 6@-day Соссе under combat 

conditions in Iran 1э questionable. Deployment of the 1arger 

Соссе wou1d necessitate drawdown оС supplies and equipment 

required Сос the defense of Europe and the Pacific. 

--Use оС mobi1ized 1ift 1э required upon strategic 

warning if multi-brigade US Соссеэ асе to сеасЬ Southwest Asia in 

а timely mаппес. Declaration of national emergency, shou1d Ье 

initiated at the earliest possible moment. 

--Because deployability and sutainability асе the 

principa1 constraining factors in planning Сос military operations 

in Southwest Asia, there is а pressing need to improve US military 

mobility and logistics support capability. 

Оуеса11 Strategy: 

(S) Peacetime mi1itary strategy for Southwest Asia must Ье 

part оС а global strategy оС deterrence. 

--The foundation оС national strategy toward Southwest 

As1a 1s political, economic, and military designed to 

strengthen the independence and stability оС regional nations and 

to make them less attactive targets Сос subversion ос aggression. 

--ТЬе ив deterrence strategy should include specific 

responses to the current situations in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
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tactical airlift squadrons, and 3 carrier battle groups; closure 

times vary. This force could be doubled in 60 days, but 

sustainment of either the 30-day or the 6@-day force under combat 

conditions in Iran is questionable. Deployment of the larger 

force would necessitate drawdown of supplies and equipment 

required for the defense of Europe and the Pacific. 

--Use of mobilized lift is required upon strategic 

warning if multi-brigade US forces are to reach Southwest Asia in 

a timely manner. Declaration of national emergency, should be 

initiated at the earliest possible moment. 

--Because deployability and sutainability are the 

principal constraining factors in planning for military operations 

in Southwest Asia, there is a pressing need to improve US military 

mobility and logistics support capability. 

Overall Strategy: 

(S) Peacetime military strategy for Southwest Asia must be 

part of a global strategy of deterrence. 

--The foundation of national strategy toward Southwest 

Asia is political, economic, and military designed to 

strengthen the independence and stability of regional nations and 

to make them less attactive targets for subversion or aggression. 

--The US deterrence strategy should include specific 

responses to the current situations in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

i 
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--It is imperative that а continuous US military 

presence Ье maintained in, ос at least оп the 1mmediate рес1рЬесу 

of, Southwest Asia. This presence must Ье sufficient to Ье 

perceived аэ а guarantee of US comm1tment and аэ evidence that US 

power in the reglon 1э сеаl. 

--ТЬе US must sUbstantially Ьеlр strengthen the 

self-defense capabilities о! key states in the region. Expanding 

direct military sales, assistance, training, and -- where 

песеээасу -- grant aid. 

--Greater attention should Ье given to covert operations 

and capabilities. 

(S) ТЬе execution of US strategy in Southwest Asia requires 

greater ассеээ to regional faciliites. Because the US must Ьауе 

options Еос military action in the event оЕ denials, redundant 

access is mandatory. 

--Stationing of а NATO contingent in eastern Turkey, 

including frequent deployment оЕ US tactical fighter units into 

air Ьаэеэ in eastern Turkey, should Ье а high-priority objective. 

--US deterrent strategy must сопуеу to the Soviets, 

should they attack the vital US interests in Southwest Asia, the 

US would promptly respond with mil1tary force, not necessar11y 

confined to that theater. 

--Deterrence 1э а two-part strategy that includes 

s1gnal1ng intent and increasing military readiness in а manner 

phased to the threat. 4 S~~RET 
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--It is imperative that a continuous US military 

presence be maintained in, or at least on the immediate periphery 

of, Southwest Asia. This presence must be sufficient to be 

perceived as a guarantee of US commitment and as evidence that US 

power in the region is real. 

--The US must substantially help strengthen the 

self-defense capabilities of key states in the region. Expanding 

direct military sales, assistance, training, and -- where 

necessary -- grant aid. 

--Greater attention should be given to covert operations 

and capabilities. 

(S) The execution of US strategy in Southwest Asia requires 

greater access to regional faciliites. Because the US must have 

options for military action in the event of denials, redundant 

access is mandatory. 

--Stationing of a NATO contingent in eastern Turkey, 

including frequent deployment of US tactical fighter units into 

air bases in eastern Turkey, should be a high-priority objective. 

--US deterrent strategy must convey to the Soviets, 

should they attack the vital US interests in Southwest Asia, the 

US would promptly respond with military force, not necessarily 

confined to that theater. 

--Deterrence is a two-part strategy that includes 

signaling intent and increasing military readiness in a manner 

phased to the threat. 4 S~~RET 
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Strategy Variants: 

а. (С) Internal Conflict Strategy 

Most internal conflict support situations wil1 involve 

augmented economic, technical, political, and security assistance 

activities. The actual commitment of US mil1tary forces into 

combat should Ье made on1y when other mean5 appear ineffective. 

Ь. (е) Intraregiona1 eonflict Strategy 

Freedom of navigation through the Persian Gulf and the Indian 

Ocean 15 an ab501ute requirement. Air defense of oi1 facilities 

i5 of great significance whether the US i5 а be11igerent or i5 

concerned оп1у with protecting neutral countrie5 from external 

threat. 

с. (Б) eounter Soviet Invasion strategy 

(Б) The fundamenta1 US objective 15 to deter а Soviet attack 

and, 5hould deterrence fa11, to dissuade the Soviet5 from 

continuing their attack. The US cannot a110w the Soviet5 to drive 

into the region without contesting them, nor сап it accept 

yie1ding the Per5ian Gu1f to Soviet contro1. The Soviet5 mU5t Ье 

convinced that US intere5ts there are vita1, that the US cannot 

accept defeat, and that the US 15 therefore prepared to ri5k 

wider, even globa1 warfare to prevent Soviet control of Per5ian 

Gulf 011. 

(S) Military action5 тау include: 
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Strategy Variants: 

a. (C) Internal Conflict Strategy 

Most internal conflict support situations will involve 

augmented economic, technical, political, and security assistance 

activities. The actual commitment of US military forces into 

combat should be made only when other means appear ineffective. 

b. (C) Intraregional Conflict Strategy 

Freedom of navigation through the Persian Gulf and the Indian 

Ocean is an absolute requirement. Air defense of oil facilities 

is of great significance whether the US is a belligerent or is 

concerned only with protecting neutral countries from external 

threat. 

c. (S) Counter Soviet Invasion strategy 

(S) The fundamental US objective is to deter a Soviet attack 

and, should deterrence fail, to dissuade the Soviets from 

continuing their attack. The US cannot allow the Soviets to drive 

into the region without contesting them, nor can it accept 

yielding the Persian Gulf to Soviet control. The Soviets must be 

convinced that US interests there are vital, that the US cannot 

accept defeat, and that the US is therefore prepared to risk 

wider, even global warfare to prevent Soviet control of Persian 

Gulf oil. 

(S) Military actions may include: 
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а. Establishing operating Ьаэеэ оп the Arabian 

Peninsula and lп Turkey and Pakistan. 

Ь. Establishing 10dgments at Iranian ports, southern 

a1rfields, and key road and (а11 chokepoints. 

с. Interdicting air Ьаэеэ and road and rail lines a10ng 

routes of advance. 

d. Inserting ground and special operations forces to 

interdict the Soviet advance, to deny иэе of air Ьаэеэ and re1ated 

facilities, and to assist indigenous forces. 

е. Security airfields and key terrain in Iran аэ far 

from the Persian Gulf аэ сап Ье supported. 

f. Attacking Soviet forces in Iran. 

g. Striking Soviet Navy forces and facilities in the 

Perslan Gulf/lndian Осеап region. 

(Б) Without the иае of Turkish air Ьаэеэ, the conduct оЕ air 

interdiction in northern Iran and the introduction and support of 

ground e1ements Ьесоте much more difficult. If time1y actions to 

pre-position mun1t1ons and other supp11es were not completed, аl1 

alternatives wou1d Ье severe1y 11mited. There 1э по sing1e 

preferred concept of operations independent of arguable dip10mat1c 

assumptions. 

(Б) If а direct defense 1п Iran appears lnfeasible, the иБ 

shou1d consider executing both in-theater and out-of-theater 

war-widening actions whi1e conducting а de1iberate withdrawa1 to 

the Arabian Реп1пэиlа. The иБ shou1d build ир defenses оп the 

Arabian Peninsula and reinforce to the extent necessary to defend 

ассеээ to Persian Gulf 011. 
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a. Establishing operating bases on the Arabian 

Peninsula and 1n Turkey and Pakistan. 

b. Establishing lodgments at Iranian ports, southern 

airfields, and key road and rail chokepoints. 

c. Interdicting air bases and road and rail lines along 

routes of advance. 

d. Inserting ground and special operations forces to 

interdict the Soviet advance, to deny use of air bases and related 

facilities, and to assist indigenous forces. 

e. Security airfields and key terrain in Iran as far 

from the Persian Gulf as can be supported. 

f. Attacking Soviet forces in Iran. 

g. Striking Soviet Navy forces and facilities in the 

Persian Gulf/Indian Ocean region. 

(S) Without the use of Turkish air bases, the conduct of air 

interdiction in northern Iran and the introduction and support of 

ground elements become much more difficult. If timely actions to 

pre-position munitions and other supplies were not completed, all 

alternatives would be severely limited. There is no single 

preferred concept of operations independent of arguable diplomatic 

assumptions. 

(S) If a direct defense in Iran appears infeasible, the US 

should consider executing both in-theater and out-of-theater 

war-widening actions while conducting a deliberate withdrawal to 

the Arabian Peninsula. The US should build up defenses on the 

Arabian Peninsula and reinforce to the extent necessary to defend 

access to Persian Gulf oil. 
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(5) R1sks: 

а. The major risk in dep10y1ng three сасс1ес batt1e groups 

(CVBGs) to the Indian Осеап 1э that there would Ье insufficient 

naval Еоссеэ remaining to adequate1y support а NATO conf1ict. 

Ь. Deployment о! 12 tact1cal fighter squadrons to Southwest 

Asia would resu1t in а 15% reduction in dedicated ив air 

superiority forces avai1able for NATO. 

С. А mu1t1brigade commitment to Southwest Asia would 

significant1y reduce Асту forces avai1able to fight in Europe. 

d. А опе-МАР commitment to Southwest Asia wou1d commit about 

one-third of worldwide active F1eet Marine Россеэ. If the 

amphibious 1ift assets for this опе МАР were to remain with it in 

Southwest Asia, there wou1d Ье по remaining capability to conduct 

amphibious operations with the two other МАРэ e1sewhere. 

е. Concentration of air1ift and sea1ift assets Еос 

dep10yment and sustainment of forces in Southwest Asia wi11 

prec1ude time1y dep10yment to Europe ос Косеа if required. 

(С) Conclusion: 

То the degree that current-force strategy ref1ects 

insufficient current mi1itary capabi1ity to protect vita1 nationa1 

interests, either the military objectives must Ье redefined ос the 

ив must accept the risk of failure. There асе по substitutes in 

national security for strength, readiness, and resolve. 
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(5) Risks: 

a. The major risk in deploying three carrier battle groups 

(CVBGs) to the Indian Ocean is that there would be insufficient 

naval forces remaining to adequately support a NATO conflict. 

b. Deployment of 12 tactical fighter squadrons to Southwest 

Asia would result in a 15% reduction in dedicated US air 

superiority forces available for NATO. 

C. A multibrigade commitment to Southwest Asia would 

significantly reduce Army forces available to fight in Europe. 

d. A one-MAF commitment to Southwest Asia would commit about 

one-third of worldwide active Fleet Marine Forces. If the 

amphibious lift assets for this one MAF were to remain with it in 

Southwest Asia, there would be no remaining capability to conduct 

amphibious operations with the two other MAFs elsewhere. 

e. Concentration of airlift and sealift assets for 

deployment and sustainment of forces in Southwest Asia will 

preclude timely deployment to Europe or Korea if required. 

(C) Conclusion: 

To the degree that current-force strategy reflects 

insufficient current military capability to protect vital national 

interests, either the military objectives must be redefined or the 

US must accept the risk of failure. There are no substitutes in 

national security for strength, readiness, and resolve. 
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