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LIift the Trade Sanctions Against Viatnam
It wili surprise those with whom | have assoclated for many
yesars on behalf of the Vietnam POCW/MIAS that today | urge the

t1fting of trade sanctions against Vietnam for the good of the

POW/MIA cause.

From 1988 until 1974, | served first as commander of the
Brown Water Navy in Vietnam and then as Chlef of Naval Operations
and memher of the Joint Chlefs of Staff In those flnal years of
the Vietnam war. As a result | have carried a speclal
respconsibllity not to forget the sacrifices and to deal with the
nardahips of the magnificent men and women who served their
country In that war=-and their famlilles,

That responsibility has 1ed ma to expend considerable time
and effort on Vietnam veterans’' causes over the last twenty
vyears:

- Calling for exhaustive efforts to account for missing POWs
and M!As while denyling recegnition to Viestnam.

- Winning compensation for Vietnam vaterans suffering from
diseases Judged to result from exposure to Agent Orange or
compensatlion for their famliies.

- Jolning In supperting an appeal to the US Supreme Court of
a faderal court’as flagrant violation of Vietham veterans'’ rights
to seek compensation from Agent Qrange manufacturers in the Ivy
v. Diamond Shamrock class action sult.

! Iist these actions to demonstrate whose alide [ am on In
this appeal that the time has come in the Interests of those

faml |l les whose loved ones |lost in the Vietnam war are not yet



accounted for to |Ift the sanctions against and to recognlize
Vietnam.

! have had the opportunity to examine with President Clinton
and his staff recent progress |In this accounting.

In July 1883, the President announced four malin areas In
which furthar tanglbtie progress [n accounting was reqguired, in
pursult of that natlional objective, an intensive dip!omatic
effort by 500 ski!lled and devoted men and women with a comblined
budget of over $100,000,000 has achliaved signiflcant progress In
all four catagories:

- Remalns, In 19893 remains of 687 servicemen came homa--the
third nighest number |n any year since the war's end.

- Discrepancy Cases. 198 servicemen were known to be allve

after the lncldents leading to their loas. In 1993, 82 of those
not previously known to have died have become confirmed deaths
with 73 atill to be accounted for. Hundreds of reported
sightings of |lve American prisoners have been Investigated on
the ground In Vietnam since 1991. None have produced svidence
that an American POW Is today held captive In Vietnam but each
addltional report Is Intensively Investigated.

- Vietnam's Ass[stance In Arranging Trilateral Border

Cooperatlion with Laos, Last August the Vietnamese and Lao

agreed to US requests for trilateral investigations along the
Viatnam/Laocs border and the Ho Chi MInh trail. The first
operation In Decembar located remalns and crash sltes to be

excavated in comlng months.

- Accalerated Efforts to Provide Documents Relating to




FPOW/MIAs. Since the President’'s July announcemsnt, we have
recelved for the first time recorda: from Vietnamess wartime
antl-alrecraft units along the Ho Chil MIinh trall, from a key
wartime milltary-poilitical unlt, from Hanol's unliateral
investigations seeking to locate Amer ican remalins--=24,000 POW/MIA
related decuments and artlfacts, more than previously recelved
durling the antire post-war period, have bsen corralated to over
800 unresoived cases.

So today we have virtually unlimlted access and every
assistance from Vietnamese officlials In this vital work so
cdasperataely Important to the bereaving famllles and to us who
feel responsible for them,

But much more could be accompiished and the time required
coul!d be greatiy foreshortenad. There are thousands of acres |n
obscure areas stll! to be examined and there are many thousands
of poteantial wltnesses s5tlll to be Idantified w!thin the
Vietnamese population. We neaed thousands mora Americans
traveilling the width and breadth of Vietnam, tailking to
Vietnamese in the viilages and |In the rural areas. We need to
provide free access for POW/MIA famliles to all the locations
they desire to sxplore and to see for themsslves the extent to
which the Vietnamese people are now seeking to be helpful. We
need the additional efficliencies that a US diplomatic presence in
Vietmam will bring to thils affort.

| lost a son as a result of his exposure to Agent Orange In
Vietnam. Therefore, | know, both as a parent and as a wartime

commander responsible for some of thelr lost love ones, the




angulsh POW/MIA fam!||les feel.

It 12 In that [ight that | strongly urge that for their sakea
wa naad to spead up the day when they will know what happesnad to
thalr {ovad ones or know that all that can be done has been done.
This can only come !f wa put aside blitterness and revenge, || ft
the trade sanctions, recognize the govarnment, and begin the

process of the peaceful penatration of Vietnam.
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