
Tai Anh Nquyen 

Re: Captain Nguyen Van T 
of Intelligenc 
(oop Case IV 2 

Dear Tai: 

7 June 1990 

ietnamese Navy Chief 
aval Security Service 

This letter isfJlY to et you know that we are thinking 
of you all and that e ave turned to DUr home in the 
mountains. I ave w initive information to report 
except the i ortant ct hat Admiral Zumwalt has written to a 
high level Sate 0 part nt official on behalf of TAN which 
letters are nclo d. 

Our war re rds to your mother and father, and of " 
course to you and m Ngoc. ~ / ~ ~ 

,JilL {b<- t!t flfPU 
;t(UA 4~[ / ~r cy;P';J: C~ ~~ I~I~J· ~'J 

~~l~1 ~~ ~VjWj ca-~ .. ~( 
W1' f' 0 p.-c ~ lP ~~,.; w ~ I~/ 

cc:~miral E.R. Zumwalt Jr. USN (Ret) f,it ~~ rvo 
RADM Thomas Brooks USN ;r \ 
Willi~ Be"'.~ 8.iloy, E'q. ,.,.,.,.' , ~ 
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Richard Schifter 

\';('f' Admiral EMI Frank R ..... \.lRUS 

l'.;I.·J ~~d<s ~d,:!' (R. .• ) 

Assistant Secc·etary of state for 
Depa.'tment of State 
Washington, D. C. 20520 

Dea,' Mr. Seu·eta.'y, 

15 Mar'ch 1991 

Admi .'al Zumwalt ha 
,"ecent ly .'ega.'ding my r1 
has now been incat"cer"ated i 
Vietnam for over fifteen a 
send to you a summa.'y of the 
cor"t""espondence .. 

that you and he s .. EO 

Captain an Van GUYEN who 
various camps in nOt"t and south 

He; ha.s fLlt'th.' sked that I 
and related 

I have a la.1' aml[unt of c r.'espon nce with all kinds of 
agencies and oc·g n zaqons including P in Bangkok, Richard 
8ee,'s at State, enaton Heinz and ot ers. Such effods have 
come to aught p. imad y because t Vietnamese wi 11 not 
addres thE! probl m of emmigl'ati fot' anyone not officially 
rel"a ed h'om inca ce ation. 

y latest effort is a B ~a to Senator John McCain attached 
to .. hich is a cppy of the P 9L1estionoaire on NGUYEN which is 

enclo ~d. It i the single most complete docu~ent of thr 
does not of C ,'se conyey the hardships endured by 

as clearing munitions, planting rice 
and the perfm'mance ha.'d labor. Not' does it convey the 
retl'ibution wrough on his wife and family. 

I would etet'na!!:! grateful fat' any assistance you might 
be able to ~ oVlde to me in helping this officE?" who is 

·bl fOI' the savl·og of cOLmtless Amencan lives in the f"e'E:-pOnSl 

Delta. 
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/ 
% 

VADM. Earl • ""'1 (Ret) F RectanLls ' 

It Jr. USN (Ret) E.R. Zum ... a 
ADM., 81 vd. 

1500 W,lson VA 22209 1 ~ March wi th 

At"1 ington, McCaln dt~as~ IV 2647(2) 
" to Senator John ~GUYEN WDP E

el' EFR It" '"8 t'e Van Tan n. t~onnau QUE'S ... 

cc: 

DDP 
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15 March 1991 
Senator John S. McCain Jr. 
Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Re: Captain NGUYEN Van Tan, former South VIE!t amese 
of Intelligence and Director, Naval Securi 
Case IV 264702) 

Chief 
(cOP 

Deat' Senator McCain: a 
While I do not believe we h e e r personally met, ur 

paths have crossed vicariously ma y imes. From 1966-196 , I 
set'ved as Chief of Current Intelli, nCE! on CINCPAC's staHl 
1968 to 1969 as ACOS for Intelligen e under Admiral Zumwalt in 
COMNAVFORV; and from 1971-1974 as t Director of Naval 
Intelligence closely associated with POW mattE!rs. 

The purpose of this letter is 0 plead for your help 
regarding my Vietnamese navy counter rt and personal f"iend, 
Captain NGUYEN Van Tan has been incarcerated in "re-
education" camps since June 15, 1975 and remains incarcerated 
to this day. While ~aliZi9 that the Department of State is 
pI'e5umably doing all it can and their responses to my efforts 
have been cout'teous nd pro essional, I have reluctantly come 
to the conclusion th t only a direct approach on behalf of my 
friend has the possi' ili ty of bearing ft'ui t. Therefort' I make 
a heartfelt appeal t 0 specifically raise this subJect on 
your forthcoming tri etnam. 

i 

Enclosed is a/sum 
Capt n NGUYEN Va 'Tan. 

610 Estero Slv 
Ft. Myers Beach FL 33931 

of pertinent information regarding 

Warm regards, 
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Name 

ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM QUESTIONNAIRE 
few 

Tan Van NGUYEN 

Name: Tan Van NGUYEN 
Other Name: None 
Date/Place of Birth: 
Residence Address: 
Mailing Addressl 
Curt'ent Occupation: 

March 23, 1930, Saigon 
107B/545 Tran Hung Dau a, Qtrs 5, 
107B/545 Tt'an Hung Dau B, Qtrs 5, 
Prisoner of War. 

Date of Birth Place of Birth Sel< 

Ho Chi Minh City. 
He Chi MinH City. 

Relation5hip 

Hoa Tuyet Nguyen 
Son Ngoc Nguyen 

00-01-33 
08-12-55 
07-23-50 
05-24-58 
12-09-59 
09-08-01 
07-12-03 
02-14-67 

Long Xuyen 
Saigon 
Saigon 
Saigon 
Saigon 
Saigon 
Saigon 
Saigon 

F 
M 
F 
F 
F 
F 
M 
M 

Spouse 
Son 
Dauehter 
Daughter 
Daughter 
Daughter 

Ha Ngoc Thi Nguyen 
Lan Kieu Thi Nguyen 
Thu Kieu Thi Nguyen 
Tam Bang Thi Nguyen 
Thi Anh Nguyen 
Lee Tan Nguyen 

. Sari 
Son 

Tai Anh Nguyen (son) 728 Massey Rd.;, Mansere, Auckland, New Zealand. 
Hanh My Thi Le, 502 Orange AVE! ~10, Long Beach, CA 90802, USA 

Fathet'l 
Mothet': 
Siblins: 

Nguyen Van Ngo (Deceased) 
Vang Thi Pham, 31/12 Tran Anh XU Q, Ho Chi Minh City. 
Long Hai Nguyen Lam, Huy Auc Dao, Tu Minh Nguyen Doan, Anh 

Tuan Nguyen., 

Name of Person Serving: Tan Van NGUYEN 
Set'ial Number: 50 A 700018 
Dates of Service: 1953 to April 30, 1975 
Last Rank: Captain, Vietnam Navy, Chief Navy Security Sve. 
Military Unit: Military Security Service of Vietnam (VNSS) 
Name of Superv'isoPI CO Admiral seneral CANG TAN CHUNG. 
Reason for Leaving: To be put in Jail. 
Name of American Advisor: Admiral LR. Zumwalt USN, 1500 Wilson Blvd, 

Arl ington, VA 222{)9 
Rear Admiral E.F. Rectanus USN, The Anchorage, 
Weaver Mi 11 Road, Rectot', PA 15677 
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U.S. Training in U.S.: 
U.S. Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL (11-05-56 to 06.-23-571 
U.S. Army Fort Holabird, Baltimore, MD (01-11-65 to 03-30-65) 

U. S. Awards, 

From 

06-15-75 
10-20-75 
06-12-76 
1(>-20-77 
01-07-80 
08-25-82 
03-17-83 
05-31-88 

U.S. Navy Commendation Medal wi th Combat ·V". 
U.S. Bronze Sta" wi th Combat "V". 

To 

10-20-75 
06-12-76 
10-20-77 
01-07-80 
08-26-82 
03-17-83 
05-31-88 
The Present 

Location 

Long 6iao (Long Khanh, SVN) 
Tam Hiep (Bien Hea, SVN) 
Yen Bai (Hoang Lien Son, NVN) 
Tan Lap (Vinh Thu, NVN) 
Thanh Phong (Thanh Hea, NVN) 
Ha Tay (HaSoiu Sinh, NVN) 
Nam Ha (Ha Nam Ninh, NVNI 
Thu Duc, Z-30-D, (Ham Tan, Thuan Hai, SVN) 

Total Time in Re-Education Camp: June 15, 1975 to the present. 

*Vietnamese Certificate: B.A. in Theology. 
*U.S. Certificates, Senior Foreign Officers Intelligence Course 

Service School - Instructor Training 
Service School - Command Training 

Bit'th Certificates of child,'en and siblings. 
Mat'ital Certificate 
Certificate of U.S. Naval Training Center, G"eat Lakes, IL. 

I affirm that ,the infot'mation on this questionnaire is true 'and understand 
that any false,statement could prevent me from gains to the U.S. 

October 30, 1989 

Sisnature of Applicant 

HOA 
Mrs. Tan Van Nguyen 

NOTE: The above is a typed copy of the document hand written by Mrs. Tan Van 
Nguyen and therefor" may contain some minor inaccw'acies. It also contains 
some minor changes .for ev.planatory and comprehension pUt'poses made by the 
copier, VADM. E.F. Rectanus, USN (Ret), 
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E. R. ZUMWALT. JR. 
ADMIltAL. u. S. NAVV (AlT.) 

31 May 1990 

VADM Earl F. Rectanus. USN (Ret.) 
The Anchorage 
Weaver Mill Road 
Rector, PA 15677 

Dear Rex: 

I apologize for the delay in answering your note. I have sent a 
copy of your letter to my good friend, Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Schifter who is the single person in the Government 
who really worries about matters such as those of Captain Tan. 

I attach a copy of my letter to Ambassador Schifter. 

Mouza joins me in sending love to you and Dee. 

Sincerely, 

41 . 
E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. 

1500 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 
703/841-8960 

Attachment 
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E. R. ZUMWALT. JR. 

31 May 1990 
ADMIltAL. u. S. NAVY (IlET.) 

Ambassador Richard Schifter 
Assistant Secretary of State for 

Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs 
US Department of State 
Room 7802 
Washington. D.C. 20520 

Dear Di ck: 

I attach a copy of a letter from a beloved friend and wartime com­
rade. VADM Earl Rectanus. Both of us are quite interested in 
winning release for Captain Nguyen Van TAN. who was the former 
South Vietnamese Navy Chief of Intelligence and who. therefore. 
has apparently been singled out for even longer incarceration 
than the flag officers. 

Could you add this to your list of good works? 

Sincerefy. 

~I 
E. R. Zumwalt. Jr. 
1500 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington. Virginia 22209 
703/841-8960 
Attachment 
cc: VADM Earl Rectanus. USN (Ret.) 
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VADM. ~RL FRANK RECTANUS, USN (Ret) 
C09uina 5C, 6100 Este,'o Blvd. 

MAY 11 199Q 

Tai Anh NgLlyen 

Ft. Myers Beach, FL 33931 
Phone: 

SSN: 

9 May 1990 

Re: Captain Nguyen Van TAN, former South Vietnamese Navy Chief of 
Intell igence and Di,'ectOt', Naval Security Service (QDP Case IV 2647(2) 

Dear Tai: 

It has been a while since I last wrote .•. and I have nothing really 
important to report, but wanted you and your mother to know that we think of 
TAN and your family very often. 

We are leaming more and mo,'e about pt'ocedu,'es of emigration. Yeste,'day, 
Dee and I received the President of the local Vietnamese-American Association 
of Ft. Myers. He was accompanied by his fifteen (15) year old daughter who is 
a lovely, intelligent and very attractive young lady. Bach Cu Do's (spelling 
';r;"") Amer'ican name is Andt'ew DO who is e),tremely knowlegable about 
resettlement and assimilation matters in America. After talking with hIm I am 
ver'y optimistIc that your'" family will find a wat"'m, r-eceptive welcome in our 
countr'y. 

DO carne to the Uni ted States almost immediately after the fall of Saigon 
as he was able to Hy his ait'plane to Thailand befo,'e being captut'ed, so he 
has been jn this COLmtt'y since May ).975. He departed with one small baby Sid 
(Valerie, now 17), had another baby girl later (Lynn, now 15) and a retarded 
baby boy (born prematurely, Vincent is now 6 years of ase but has a mental age 
of 3 MONTHS and .. , ill never ,'ecover f ,'om th i s birth defec t) . DO is a 
representative for the Phillip Morris Company, which not only manufactures 
cigarettes, but also o .. ms ~:,'aft Foods, Inc. (Cheeze, dairy pr'oducts etc) and 
General Foods Inc. (Cereals, grains etc). It is a large conglomerate which 
tt'edts its employees in an outstanding manne,', according to DO. He> has jus.t 
completed building a new house to his own plans and specifications. DO's 
wife, Rosalyn also works .•. in a hospital I believe. 

As is common with Vietnamese-American children in this courltry, Valerie 
and Lynn at~e Llstr"aight 'A'II students and are planning to attend our finest 
univer'sities. They have travelled e;{tensively in this cDuntt'Y ... Valerie IS 

goin8 to Eu,'ope fOt' sevet'al weeks this summet'; Lynn will be going to New 
En~.31and and maybe visit us in Pennsylvania. DO says, the reason for the 
phenomenal success of Vietnamese children is because they work hard. Lynn .is 
fit'st ac~demically in her class and also spends much time helping to cat'e for 
retat'ded Vincent; the same for Valerie. (As an indication of the extent that 
Valet'ie and Lynn have assi mi 1 "'.ted ... wh i Ie they are hugh t and undet'stand the 
Vietnamese cuI tLlt"e and he~~i tage, nei thet" one can speak or t""I:?ad Vietnamese 

1 
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fluently. They, after fifteen short years, are just the same as American 
students -their age ••. only sma,'ter and mot'e intelligent. 

Even though DO had a college degree, it was not acceptable in America, so 
he started to work at very meanial jobs gradually obtaining better and better 
jobs. While he presently could not be characterized as a "wealthy" man, he is 
still young 143 years of age) and lives a "middle class" life. He speaks 
continually of IIfpeedom" and "opportunityll in this country and is no doubt a 
"better American" than most of us who were bo,'n in this country. He and his 
family are citizens of the United States. 

I asked DO sea_"'ching questions about "discrimination". He ,'elated his 
experience and that of other Vietnamese-American communities in the country 
with whom he corresponds (because of his Presidency of the local group). 
While not ove,'-d,'amatizing, he stated that the "white" community had been and 
is very supportive of our new a,'rivals. The problems that e>:ist a,'e mainly 
with the black and hispanic ~ommunities who resent the fact that Vietnamese 
are willing to work hard to provide their children with the best opportunities 
in contt"'ast to the other' communi ties. 

In r-esponse to several 9uestions about location in the United States, DO 
talked at length about his view that a Vietnamese? can do well anywhere; jobs 
ar-e no p,'oblem to find if one is willing to START lowe,' than the existing 
scale fot' native Americans. In my pe,'sonal knowledge, several Vietnamese­
Americans in Washington D.C. have had all of thei,' childr'en go to 
college ... even in a large city. Nevet'theless, DO ,'ecommends that TAN consider 
the benefits of a small southern town/smmll city in Florida where there are 
few Vietnamese-Ame"icans. <This in some ,'espects may be because DO has been 
so successful in this type of environment.) Howeve,', he logically points out 
that the culture and characteristics of the Vietnamese ("the Vietnamese are 
SURVIVORS") gives them an advantage in smaller areas, ,'athe,' than in places 
like New 'io,'k, Chicago, etc. {Ind of cOlll'se, the Flo"ida climate is mo,'e 
similar to South Vietnam •.• no snow, less heating costs, etc. DO is very 
enthusiastic about life in America and while I do not have extensive knowledge 
of how other Vietnamese have fared, I would imagine that NOT EVERY Vietnamese 
emigr'ant has had the same successful exper'ience as DO. 

Addre~sins your {ather's age •.. sixty (60): Sixty is not "old age" in 
America. The,'e a,'e many things TAN can do which may not be "physical" in 
nature but which nevertheless provide significant financial remuneration. The 
United States economy is inCt'-easingly SERVICE-ORIENTED, which means the,'e are 
many positions r'eguir'ing only IIbrain power II and administr'ati'v'e ability. 

In addi tion to the information DO p,'ovided to me, he save me the 
business cards of Vietllamese who are in the business of easing the path of our 
new a"I'ivals. One specializes in Immis,'ation and Passpot't problems in St. 
Petersburg, Florida; another in Louisiana who handles resettlement issues. 
Also the Luther-an Resettlement P,'o8,'am is hi~hly ,'ecommended by DO and is 
pe,'sor,ally known to me. -I would not ,'ecomme~d that TAN conver-se with 
indi\ddual buslnesses o~" agencies without fit-'st consulting me. 

Tai, I have ,'ambled on about my lengthy conve,'S'-ation wi th DO but the 
conc:luslons ar'e (in my opinion): 

1. 'loUt' father and mathe,' should come to the United States with as many 
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of the chi Idren_ who can and who desi,'e to come. 

2. As DO has expet'ienced, we Amet'icans want and need people wi th 
characteristics of the importance of the Family and the will to work hard to 
ensure not only their success but the success of the next generation. (My 
anceste.'s st .. /'ted small in 1865 just like 00.) 

3. TAN, of COLlrse will want to go whe.'e the opportLlnies are best in 
this cOLlntl'y, but the southern part of our country has definate advantages 
over the no,'th, and he should consider carefully the advantages of a small 
city or town, rather than .. very larse city. 

4-. First generation existance in any new land is not "utopia" bLlt some 
sacrifice is •• hat LIFE is all .. bout. And, as DO said "TAN and his family 
cannot p,'ospe,' unde.' the Communists" and "any change, but especially in the 
Uni ted States provides all the opportunities" avai lable in the world. 

IN SUMMARY: 

We wi 11 not stop in OUI' eHods to free TAN; we are ready to welcome TAN 
and his family to the United States; and we KNOW that those who choose and can 
come to us .,ill ,-ecelve a wa,-m welcome and will find in the United States a 
fLllfilling life, 

Please convey to your Mother (and TAN, if you can) OLl,' personal affection 
3nd hope -that TAN wil I soon be ,'eleased. Also, my wife Dee and I send QU,' 
bes t W1 shes to your wife Gam NSGc, 

F', S. : 

P. S. : 

P. S. : 

Wat'm resal'ds, 

STUDY ENGLISH ••• EXTREMELY IMPORTANT' Those brothers and sisters who 
wish to come to America should be studying Enslish NOW, •• 

Tai, I am assuming that my letters (0" at least the essential 
content of them) al'e available to YOl'" mother. Recently, I received 
several letters ft'om TON VAN XUAN (via Pastor Dan Van Tl'an of the 
Vietnamese Evangelical Church Bw'nsville, 4945 Balsam Lane, 
Plymouth, ~1i"nesota 55442) who said he was a classmate of YOUt' 
mother's at Can Tho University, Please advise your mother that I 
have processed his letters to Ame,'iean friends and have sent them to 
the D"'pa,'tment of the At-my and the Department of State in an effort 
to find his former friends. 

Tai, if this method of cor,'espondanee to YOLlr mother (through YOlI) 

sis tJw'-densome 01' inconvenient, please advise me sO that I can 
explo.'", al terate channels throLlgh the Red Cross or religioLls 
Dr'ganizations,' 01', if the tr'ansmission of these letters in English, 
or thei., tt'ansl .. tiQns into Vietnamese for tr-ansmission to your­
mot;heH' is a finan.:;ial problem, please advise me accordingly. AIs_o, 
please ask YOLlr roothet' to wri te to me regal'dins TAN's mental and 
physical health and that of he,'self, Lan and he,' ChIld, and YOUt' 
brothers in Saigon. 
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cc: 

Dee and I will be ,'eturning to Pennsylvania on 5 June 1990. Our 
address is The Anchorage, Weaver Mill Road, Rector, PA 15677. 

The Ambassador 
American Embassy, Thailand 
Box 56, APO San Franclsco, CA 98346 
(Attn: Orderly Departure Program) 

Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
(Attn: Mr. Richard Beer, Refugee Section) 

William Benteen Bailey, Esq. 
Naval Intelligence Professionals 
PO Box 9324, McLean, VA 22102-9998 

& /' ADM. E. R. Zumwal t J,'. 
~ 1500 Wllson Blvd 

VA 22209 
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FEB 2 0 199U 
~ ....... 

VADH. Earl F. Rectanus USN (Ret) 

15 February 1990 

Tai Ann Nguyen 

Re: Captain Nguyen Van TAN, former South Vietnamese Navy Chief of 
Intelligence and Director, Naval Seourity Servioe. 

Dear Tai: 

Today I received your registered letter with your latest news and the 
dooumentation regarding your family. 

~pecifioally, I understand that: 

a. You have no news regarding the emieration of your father. 
b. He is still in prison K~5 at Lone Khanh. 
c. He is physically well but has aged significantly. (I agree with 

you after looking at the 1989 photo you enclosed). 
d. Your mother is wei I and would like to include your sister, 

NGUYEN THI KIEU LAN and her 12-year old son, DAO DUC HUY for emigration with 
your father and mother. 

d. You stated that your sister is 32 years of age and is divorced 
and questioned whether such status would inhibit her emigrating with your 
parents. I don't have the answer to that question but I feel reasonably 
confident that a divorce would have little or no relevance to the problem of 
emigration. 

e. Thank you for the photocopy of: (1) Birth certificates of 
parents, brothers and sisters; (2) Certificate of marriage of your parents; and 
(3) the U.S. Navy Certificate of TAN's completion of Instructor Training at 
Great Lakes In 1957. 

f. Thank you also for the recent photograph of TAN and your mother, 
the 1933 photo of Tuyet Hoa, the 1955 photo of Nsoc Son, the 19S7 photo of Tan 
Loc, and the photos ot your sisters Thi Kieu Lan (1958) and Thi K!eu Thu.(19~9) 

Tai, I will ensure that the documents are provided to those officlals who 
are in charge of the Orderly Departure Program in Bangkok and in Washington. 

Now let me speak to some late news which I have received from Admiral 
Zumwalt which might not be considered GOOD news ••• but I know you would, not want 
me to withhold anything. 

Admiral Zumwalt received a letter from our Ambassador O'Donohue in Bangkok 
who is responsible for the OrderlY Departure Program. The Ambassador briefly 
reviews the Orderly Departure Program and generally provides some information 
already known to you. However, he provides also the information that during 
negotiations with HanOi, the Vietnamese side declined to discuss the futUre of 
those still held in reeducation camps, carefully limit!ng the talks to 

FEB 2 0 199U 
~ ....... 

VADH. Earl F. Rectanus USN (Ret) 

15 February 1990 

Tai Ann Nguyen 

Re: Captain Nguyen Van TAN, former South Vietnamese Navy Chief of 
Intelligence and Director, Naval Seourity Servioe. 

Dear Tai: 

Today I received your registered letter with your latest news and the 
dooumentation regarding your family. 

~pecifioally, I understand that: 

a. You have no news regarding the emieration of your father. 
b. He is still in prison K~5 at Lone Khanh. 
c. He is physically well but has aged significantly. (I agree with 

you after looking at the 1989 photo you enclosed). 
d. Your mother is wei I and would like to include your sister, 

NGUYEN THI KIEU LAN and her 12-year old son, DAO DUC HUY for emigration with 
your father and mother. 

d. You stated that your sister is 32 years of age and is divorced 
and questioned whether such status would inhibit her emigrating with your 
parents. I don't have the answer to that question but I feel reasonably 
confident that a divorce would have little or no relevance to the problem of 
emigration. 

e. Thank you for the photocopy of: (1) Birth certificates of 
parents, brothers and sisters; (2) Certificate of marriage of your parents; and 
(3) the U.S. Navy Certificate of TAN's completion of Instructor Training at 
Great Lakes In 1957. 

f. Thank you also for the recent photograph of TAN and your mother, 
the 1933 photo of Tuyet Hoa, the 1955 photo of Nsoc Son, the 19S7 photo of Tan 
Loc, and the photos ot your sisters Thi Kieu Lan (1958) and Thi K!eu Thu.(19~9) 

Tai, I will ensure that the documents are provided to those officlals who 
are in charge of the Orderly Departure Program in Bangkok and in Washington. 

Now let me speak to some late news which I have received from Admiral 
Zumwalt which might not be considered GOOD news ••• but I know you would, not want 
me to withhold anything. 

Admiral Zumwalt received a letter from our Ambassador O'Donohue in Bangkok 
who is responsible for the OrderlY Departure Program. The Ambassador briefly 
reviews the Orderly Departure Program and generally provides some information 
already known to you. However, he provides also the information that during 
negotiations with HanOi, the Vietnamese side declined to discuss the futUre of 
those still held in reeducation camps, carefully limit!ng the talks to 



"released reeducation camp detainees". The Ambassador further states however, 
that U.S. ofticials continue to press the Vietnamese to release all those 
remaining in re-education camps. The Orderly Departure Pro&ram (ODP) office In 
Bangkok has opened a file for Captain TAN (NUMBER IV-264702) on the basis of 
the letter Admiral Zu~walt sent lest June 1989. 

Tai, while I em sure that our officials ere doing every thing they can, 
you may wish to contact our embassy in New Zealand Or to write to our embassy 
in BangkOK to ensure there is nothing further that can be done froa your , 
position, especially now that ve heve the file number tor TAN. We ot course 
will continue our efforts 'roa the United States. 

cc 

Please provide our warmest regards to your mother end fether. 

The Ambassador 
American Embassy, Thailand 
Box 56, APO San Francisco, CA 96346 
(Attn: Orderly Departure Program) 

Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
(Attn! Mr. Richard Beer, Refugee Section) 

_ ~Admiral E.R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
~ 1500 Wilson Blvd. 

Arlington, VA i2209 

William Benteen Bailey, Esq. 
Naval Intelligence Professionals 
PO Box 9324, McLean, VA 22102-9996 

"released reeducation camp detainees", The Ambassador further states however, 
that U,S. ofticials continue to press the Vietnamese to release all those 
remaining in re-education camps. The Orderly Departure Pro&ram (ODP) office In 
Bangkok has opened a file for Captain TAN (NUMBER IV-264702) on the basis of 
the letter Admiral Zu~walt sent lest June 1989, 

Tai, while I em sure that our officials ere doing every thing they can, 
you may wish to contact our embassy in New Zealand Or to write to our embassy 
in BangkOK to ensure there is nothing further that can be done froa your , 
position, especially now that ve heve the file number tor TAN. We ot course 
will continue our efforts 'roa the United States. 

cc 

Please provide our warmest regards to your mother end fether. 

The Ambassador 
American Embassy, Thailand 
Box 56, APO San Francisco, CA 96346 
(Attn: Orderly Departure Program) 

Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
(Attn! Mr. Richard Beer, Refugee Section) 

_ ~Admiral E.R. Zumwalt, Jr. 
~ 1500 Wilson Blvd. 

Arlington, VA i2209 

William Benteen Bailey, Esq. 
Naval Intelligence Professionals 
PO Box 9324, McLean, VA 22102-9996 



MAR 2 1990 

,At 
VADM. Eat'! F. Rec:tanus USN met) 

25 February 199(1 

Amedcan Embassy Bangkok 
Order ly Departw'e Program (oDP) 
Box 58, APO San Francisco 96346-00(11 (ATTN: COMM) 

Re: Captain Nguyen Van TAN, former South Vietnamese Navy Chief of Intelligence 
and Director, Naval Securi ty Service. (CASE IV 2647(2) 

Dea,' Sir/Madam: 

Thank you very much for your letter of 2 February 1990 which stated that 
you are unable to locate a file for Nsuyen Van TAN and requested complete 
name$, date of birth and current add,'esses of the sponsor in the U. S. and the 
princlpal applicant in~ Vietnam, as well as the OOP IV file number, if known. 

Enclosw'e (1) is a cht'onoiosy which may be useful. 

In specific answe,' to your questions: Co,nplete names, date of birth and 
cUl'rent addresses of the principal applicant and family have been provided. 
See EnclosUt'e (1). The Case Numbe,' is II) 264702. Regarding information about 
sponsors, we have no infot'mat ion because we need advice f.'om ODP on just how to 
proceed, espec lally ft'om the standpoint o~f the "Agreement" and the role of the 
U.S. Government in TAN's emi9t'ation and t'ehabilitation. The fact that the 
Vietnamese have not released TAN t'aises the question of whether they will, if 
so ,.hen. I~OLild actiOns taken now be pt'emature, m' are there some meaSures 
,.hieh can pt'oductively be initiated. 

We would be 9t'ateful and highly appreciative of any guidance you can 
provide regat'ding the e><peditina of his release from detention and any 
prep.",,,tions which we mi;3ht make fo., his ultimate emigration f.'om Vietnam. 

cc: Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Sincerely, 

(Attn: Mt'. Rict1ard Beet', Refu!)ee Section) 

4mit'al E. R. Zuml',aI t, Jt'. 
V7~~:o Wilson Blvd., Adin8ton, VA 22209 

William Benteen Bailey, Esg. 
Naval Intelligence Professionals 
PO Box 9324, McLean, VA 22102-'19"'8 
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ENCLOSURE (Il to VAD~l Earl F. Rectanus USN (Ret) letter of 25 Feb 1990 

Date 

4/20/89 

5/24/89 

6/5/89 

7117/89 

7/31189 

8/1/89 

8!1189 

8/2/89 

Cht'onolosy of lnfot'matlon and Actions Taken 

Relating ~ the Emisration of 

Forme.' ~Wl Vietnamese Naval Captain NGUYEN VAN TAN 

Commentary 

Letter from Mrs. Nguyen Van Tan (NUYET HOA) to Rectanusj received via 
Navy Department, Washington, D.C. advising of TAN's incarceration 
since 1975, her address (Ngclyen Tuyet Hoa, 107B/545 Tran Hung D;lo B, 
(;15, Ho Chi""ttinh City) and mailing add.'ess of son Nguyen Anh Tai, 728 
Massey Road, Mangere Aukland, New Zealand who previously escaped by 
boat from Vietnam. 

Rectanus t'eply to Mrs. TAN via son TAl with copy to ADM. E.R. ZUMWALT 
USN (Ret) p,'omising assistance and requesting more information. (This 
was fi,'st contact ,,"th TAN famIly since fall of South Vietnam.) 

Letter f.'om ADM. Zumwalt to Ambassador Daniel A. O'Donohue providins 
copies of M.'s. TAN's letter (4/20/89) and Rectanus letter of 5/24/89 
""quest in8 advice fr'om the Ambassador' on hoot we should proceed to 
a.'r<tnse for TAN's immigration to the U. S. 

Lette,' f.'om Recta.nus to Ambassador, BangKOK (Attn: Orderly Departure 
Pros,'am) at the suggestion of SenatCJt' John Hein;;: inviting the 
Ambassado,' 's attention to the ca.se of Nguyen Van TAN, pt'ovldina 
backgt'oLlnd info.'mation, ERRONEOUSLY reporting that TAN had in fact 
been released, and .'eguE'sting advicE' and sClpport in fLU'thel'ins the 
objective of immigrating to thE' U.S. Copies of this lette.' WE1t'e 
provided to Senator John Heinz and the Department of State (SEA 
Refusee Program, Washin8tton, DC (Attn: Ricky Gold]). 

Associated F','ess t'eports "U.S. si'8n5 a8t'eement to .'esettle 
Vietnamese" in the U. S. pu,'sLlant to ag.'eement by U. S. senior deputy 
assistant Secretary of State Robet't L. Funseth. 

Lettet' fr'om Rectanus to Mt's. TAN b"inging he,' and son TAl up to date 
on latest developments, 

Lette!' from Rectanc\s to Ambassado.', Bangkok (Attn: O.'det'ly Depat'tut'e 
Program) ,'efet'r'ins to my 7/17/89 ltr and ,'e9uestin~ advice and what 
steps we·might take to expedite TAN's inclusion in the first group 
to depart under the Funseth "agreement". Coples were sent to Senator 
Heinz and Depa.'tment of State (Attn: Ricky Gold). 

Lette.' from Senato.' Heinz to RectanLls stating support fol' my 
obJective and stating that he had ,.r·itten to Ambassador' O'Donohue 
asking the Ambassador "to pt'ovide all infor'mation necessary to 
pt'oceed to process his <TAN's) case. 
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6/5/89 

7117/89 

7/31189 

8/1/89 

8!1189 

8/2/89 

Cht'onolosy of lnfot'matlon and Actions Taken 
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8/2/89 

8/24/89 

9/6/89 

9/14/89 

9/25/89 

Rectanus received lengthly letter fmm Mrs. TAN dated 7/8/89 in which 
details TAN's passins through-many concentration camps in the north 
and presently in Z-30-D, "the Thu Duc Concentration camp". She 
further speal\s to he!' eight chi ldren and the 11" mal-t.'eatment. About 
TAN she said only "TAN wanted to write to you, but in this present 
ci.'c:umstance he could'nt ... Please forgive him." 

Letter' f,'om R .. ctanus to Ambassador, Bangkok (Attn: Or-det'ly Oepar'ture 
Pr09.'am) inviting attention to his l .. tte.'s of 7/17 and 8/1 and 
inclosing th .. latest letter from Mrs. TAN (dated 7/8/89) r .. ferred to 
abov ..... and expressing app,'eciation for any advice which could be 
provid .. d ,'e9arding ways we could assist CClptClin Clnd M,'s. TAN. Copies 
of this lette" ,.ith enclosure (M,'s. TAN's letter) "el'e provided to 
Senat",' Heinz and to Depal'tment of State, Attn: Ricky Gold, without 
th .... nc losure. 

Letters rec .. iveci from the U.S. Director of Naval Intellig .. nce and 
Washington, D.C. Atto,'ney William Bent .. en Bail .. y continuing ou.' On­
going wri tten discussions on how b .. st to proceed. 

Letter from Rectanus to TAl Nguyen Anh iisking ten specific '1u .. stions 
about TAN's condition, wh .. reabouts, family condition, ability to 
read/wt·-it .. /speak English, etc. Copi .. s of this l .. tt .. r "ere s .. nt to 
the Ambassador', Bangkok (Attn: Orderly Departur .. PI'os,'am), Senator 
Heinz and the Depadment of Stat .. (Attn: Ricky Goldl. 

Lette.' from TAl to Rectanus answe.'ing dir .. ctly th .. ten '1u .. stions 
pI'eviously t"nd .. r .. d. He stated inte,' alia that TAN has b .... n in th .. 
concentration camp since 1975 and has nev"r b .... n releas .. d at any 
tlme; that TAN never participat .. d in the new gove,'nment of Vi .. tnam; 
that his mother has th .. birth certificates and other docum .. nts which 
may b .. need .. d. TAl sent a copy of this letter to th .. Ambassador, 
BaneJ;ok (Orde,'ly Departu.' .. Pro,_waml, Senato.' Heinz, and th .. 
Departm .. nt of state (Attn: Ricky Gold). ' 

11/8/89 As a result of (1), the continued inability to leal'n anything about 
TAN officially and (2), my on-going association with Washington 
attorney Mr. Bai ley, R .. ctanus w,'ote a l .. tte,' to th .. Depa.'tm .. nt of 
State (ATTN: MR. RICHARD BEER, REFUGEE SECTION). This letter was at 
the SU9s .. stion of M,'. Bail .. y and included TAT '5 I .. tt .. r of 9/25/89. 
The l .. tte,· simply ask .. d if TAN's name was On th .. list of South 
Vietnam .. se office," ... ligibl .. to I .. av .. Vietnam Llnd ... - the "Agr .... m .. nt". 
Copies of this letter ..... re s .. nt to th .. Ambassador, Bans¥.:ok (Attn: 
O,'d .. rly D .. padw'e Program), Senator Heinz, attorney Bai ley and TAL 

11/20/89 Lett .. r f,'om Depat'tment of Stat .. (RICHARD BEER) to R .. ctanus in which 
1'0 .. dlt' .. ctly "tates that TAN's nam .. was among thos .. contained in the 
"second list of hlSh p"-iority .' .... ducation detainee cases our 
t'ep,'es .. ntatives submitted to th .. Vietnamese authoriti .. s on _Sept .. mb .. r 
19 in Ho Chi Minh City." Mr. Bee,' also p,'ovided other info,'mation 
not previously known and stated "The ODP Office at our Embassy in 
Bangkok will p,'oceed with Nguyen Van Tan's cas .. when he ,'ecelves exit 
per'mission from Vietnamese authoritlE~s .. II 
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l1i28/89 Lette" fl"Om Rectanus to TAl "elatins the above information from Mr. 
Beet'. Copies to Ambassador, Bangkok (Attn: Orderly Departure 
Pr09ram), Senator Heinz, Attorney Bailey, Dept.of State (Richard 
Bee,,), ADM. Zumwalt, and Dit'ector of Naval lntell isence Thomas 
BI'ooks. 

2.17/90 Lettet' ft'om ADM. Zumwalt enclosing Ambassador O'Donohue's letter dtd 
1/24/90 .'ep ly ing to ADM. Zumwal ts letter of the previous June. The 
Ambassado,' rev iewed TAN's status saying that the Embassy's 
information was that TAN was still in detention, that the first sroup 
to be t'eleased kavelled to the U. S. on January 5, 1990; that the 
Vietnamese have dec! ined "to discuss the future of those st i 11 held 
in t'eeducation camps, cat'efully limiting the talks to ','eleased 
reeducation camp detainees'''. He fUt'ther stated that the "Orderly 
DepartLlre Progt'am (OOP) has opened a file for Commandet' Tan (numbEW 
IV-2647(2) on the basis of the letter you forwarded." 

2/8/90 Letter f.'om TAl to Rectanus with photogt'aphs of five of his sisters 
and brothel'S, a 1989 photo of TAN and his wife, birth ce.'tificates of 
TAN and M.'s. TAN, brothers iilnd sisters, cet'tificate of marriage of 
pat'ent!!i, USN Certificate of Tl'aining completion by TAN in 1957. TAl 
further statEd that TAN is lOt i 11 in p"isoo 1(-5 <It Lons Khanh (?). 

2/15/90 Lettel' f.'om Rectanus to TAl ackno~llegin9 the receipt of the above 
documents ,.l( th copies of the leHel' <lnd ALL DOCUMENTS to: The 
Ambassador, BangKok (Attn: Orderly Departure F't'ogram), Department of 
State (Attn: Ric:hat'd Eiee.'), Attorney Bailey; and to ADM 
Zumwalt(without copies of documents>. , 

11/28/89 Lette" from Rectanus to TAl "elatins the above information from Mr. 
Beer'. Copies to Ambassador, Bangkok (Attn: Drderly Departure 
Pr09ram), Senator Heinz, Attorney Bailey, Dept.of State (Richard 
Beer), ADM. Zumwalt, and Dit'ector of Naval lntell isence Thomas 
BI'ooks. 

2.17/90 Lettet' ft'om ADM. Zumwalt enclosing Ambassador O'Donohue's letter dtd 
1/24/90 .'ep ly ing to ADM. Zumwal ts letter of the previous June. The 
Ambassador' rev iewed TAN's status saying that the Embassy's 
information was that TAN was still in detention, that the first group 
to be t'eleased kavelled to the U. S. on January 5, 1990; that the 
Vietnamese have dec! ined "to discuss the future of those st i 11 held 
in ,'eeducation camps, ciH'efully limiting the talks to '.'eleased 
reeducation camp detainees'''. He fUt'ther stated that the "Orderly 
DepartLlre Progt'am (OOP) has opened a file for Commande.' Tan (numbEW 
IV-2647(2) on the basis of the letter you forwarded." 

2/8/90 Letter f.'om TAl to Rectanus with photo9.'aphs of five of his sisters 
and brothel'S, a 1989 photo of TAN and his wife, birth ce.'tificates of 
TAN and M.'s. TAN, brothers iilnd sisters, cet'tificate of marriage of 
par'ents, USN Certificate of Tl'aining completion by TAN in 1957. TAl 
further stated that TAN is st i 11 in pt'isoO 1(-5 iilt Lons Khanh (?). 

2/15/90 Lettet' f.'om Rectanus to TAl ackno~jlegin9 the receipt of the above 
documents with copies of the letter iilnd ALL DOCUMENTS to: The 
Ambassador, BangKok (Attn: Orderly Departure F't'ogram), Department aT 
State (Attn: Ric:ha,'d Eieet'), Attorney Bailey; and to ADM 
Zumwalt(without copies of documents). , 



7 Fe bruar y 1990 

VADM Earl F. Rectanus 
The Anchorage 
Weaver Mill Road 
Rector, PA 15677 

Dear Rex: 

E. R. ZUMWALT. JR. 
AlIMIII.AL. u. S. NAVY (II.£T.) 

I attach a letter from Ambassador O'Donohue which contains a quite 
different report on Tan's status. 

I would appreciate your thoughts. 

Mouza joins me in sending all best wishes to you and Dee. 

Sincerely, 

j~vA 
E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. 

1500 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 
703/841-8960 

Attachment 
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H.B ') 1990 

Embassy of the United States of America 

Bangkok, January 24,1990 

Dear Admiral zumwalt: 

I am replying to your letter of last June concerning Viet Nam 
Navy Commander Nguyen Van Tan. I regret the time it has taken 
for this response to reach you, but it took a good deal of 
time to look into whether Commander Tan is still in detention, 
as his wife's letter says, or has been released, as Admiral 
Rectanus suggests. After reviewing all available information 
carefully, we believe Commander Tan is still in detention. 
If there is any further informtion available to his wife, 
please let us know. 

As you know, the fate of the many people who have suffered as 
a result of their close association with the united states in 
Vietnam is of intense interest to the u.s. Government. Last 
July, Mr. Robert L. Funseth, Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for Refugee programs, visited Hanoi and negotiated an 
agreement with Deputy Foreign Minister Mr. VU Khoan to resettle 
released reeducation camp detainees in the united states. 
Interviews of these released detainees by officers of the u.s. 
Immigration and Naturalization Service began in October, 1989 
in Ho Chi Minh City and the first group travelled to the u.s. 
on January 5, 1990. 

During the negotiations in Hanoi, the Vietnamese (SRV) side 
declined to discuss the future of those still held in 
reeducation camps, carefully limiting the talks to "released 
reeducation camp detainees". However, U.S. officials continue 
to press the SRV to release all those remaining in re-education 
camps. 

We understand that in November five persons were released from 
reeducation camp and we hope and expect that they and others 
will be permitted to participate in the program to resettle 
released reeducation camp detainees in the United states. The 
Orderly Departure Program (ODP) office has opened a file for 
Commander Tan (number IV-264702) on the basis of the letter 
you forwarded. 

Thank you for writing us about Commander Tan and for your 
concern for those we are trying to help. 

B.R. zumwalt, Jr. 

Sincerely, 

Daniel A. O'Donohue 
Ambassador 

1500 Wilson aoulevard 
Arlington, VA 22209 

OFFICIAL. BUSINESS 
PENALTY P'OR PRIVATE USE, '300 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRA~ (ODP) 
BOX 58 
APO SAN PRANCISCO 963'6-0001 
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E. R. ZUMWALT, JR. 
ADMIRAL, U. S. NAVy (RET.) 

5 June 1989 

VADM E. F. Rectanus, USN (Ret.) 
The Anchorage 
Weaver Mill Road 
Rector, PA 15677 

Dear Rex: 

Many thanks for sending me news that Commander Tan has finally 
been released. As you probably know, we were also successful 
in getting Admiral Chon released about a year ago. 

The process for getting people out of Vietnam is very slow and 
mysterious and I am not sure I understand all the nuances. How­
ever, I attach a copy of a letter I have written to the u.s. 
Ambassador to Thailand and I will send you a copy of his reply 
when I receive it. 

All best wishes. 

Si ncerel y, 

autA-
E. R. Zumwalt, Jr. 

1500 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington. Virginia 22209 
703/841-8960 

Attachment 
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E. R. ZUMWALT, JR. 
ADMIRAL, u, S. NAVY {REi.; 

5 June 1989 

The Honorable 
Ambassador Daniel A. O'Donohue 
Ameri can Embassy 
APO San Francisco 96346 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

I attach copies of correspondence received concerning a recent 
release from "re-education camp" of Commander Nguyen van Tan 
who was the Vietnamese Navy Intelligence Officer whose loyally 
to the United States was so constant that he has paid this long 
term incarceration as a price. 

Can you advise me as to how we should proceed to arrange for 
his immigration to the U.S.? 

All best wishes. 

Si ncerely, 

;'173 ut< fA/ali 1 
E. 'R£~7u;wa 1t, J/! 
1500 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 
703/841-8960 

Attachments 
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VADK. Earl F. HectanuI, USN (Ret) 
The Anchorace 

Krs. Ncuyen van Tanl 
Ncuyen Tuyet Hoa 
1078/545 Tran Hunc Dau B~Q5 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

clo Tai Anh Nguyen 

Doar Mra. Tan: 

Weaver Kill Road 
Rector. PA 15677 

24 Kay 1989 
\ 

Your letter dated 20 April 1989 reached me yesterday with the newl about 
Captain Tan. 

Of course, rem.mber Tan as do many of those In the U.S. Navy who served 
with hi •• And we arG very happy to hear that he hal tlnally been released tro. 
the concentration camp and hope that he Ie phySically well. 

In your lotter, you alked If we would be able to a.llit you. We would be 
lost happy to proylde alaietance to the extent that we are able to do 10. To 
this end, please provide information a8 to the type of alli.tance Which would 
be helpful. From your letter, it is assumed that Tal Anh Mcuyen II a family 
meaber presontly residln, In Hew Zealand. It would allo be uleful to know If 
you presently have any family aember. or frlendl relidinc in the United Statea. 

As you a.ked, I am conveylnc your belt recards to Admiral Zumwalt by 
sending him a copy of this letter and your letter to me. 

To you. your faaily and to Captain Tan, we lend our very wara re,ard. and 
we look forward to hearing froa you. 

cc~ AD". E.R~ Zumwalt Jr. 
1500 Wil.on Blvd. 
ArJlnaton, VA 22209 

1 

Sincerely, 

VADK. Earl F. HectanuI, USN (Ret) 
The Anchorace 

Krs. Ncuyen van Tanl 
Ncuyen Tuyet Hoa 
1078/545 Tran Hunc Dau B~Q5 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

clo Tai Anh Nguyen 

Doar Mra. Tan: 

Weaver Kill Road 
Rector. PA 15677 

24 Kay 1989 
\ 

Your letter dated 20 April 1989 reached me yesterday with the newl about 
Captain Tan. 

Of course, rem.mber Tan as do many of those In the U.S. Navy who served 
with hi •• And we arG very happy to hear that he hal tlnally been released tro. 
the concentration camp and hope that he Ie phySically well. 

In your lotter, you alked If we would be able to a.llit you. We would be 
lost happy to proylde alaietance to the extent that we are able to do 10. To 
this end, please provide information a8 to the type of alli.tance Which would 
be helpful. From your letter, it is assumed that Tal Anh Mcuyen II a family 
meaber presontly residln, In Hew Zealand. It would allo be uleful to know If 
you presently have any family aember. or frlendl relidinc in the United Statea. 

As you a.ked, I am conveylnc your belt recards to Admiral Zumwalt by 
sending him a copy of this letter and your letter to me. 

To you. your faaily and to Captain Tan, we lend our very wara re,ard. and 
we look forward to hearing froa you. 

cc~ AD". E.R~ Zumwalt Jr. 
1500 Wil.on Blvd. 
ArJlnaton, VA 22209 

1 

Sincerely, 




