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(2~ 2, 

April 7, 1976 

Admiral Worth H. Bagley, USN (Ret) 

Dear Admiral Bagley: 

I have read the proposed columns by Admiral Zumwalt and I would 
like to offer a set of preliminarY observations, 

(A) There is little question in my mind that the basic material 
is here for a forceful and effective column of commentary, particularly 
as regards the international diplomatic and military scene. However, 
I had the distinct feeling that the columns dealing with the domestic 
scene were somewhat less forceful than those which took in the broader 
view. 

(S) I can envision a weekly column which will cover with commentary 
urgent international problems from the point of view of a military 
strategist, and here I think particularly of the kind of material 
Major George Fielding Eliot used to write years ago during and after 
World War II. I felt he wrote pieces that were on the mark and within 
the understanding of the average reader. 

{el A number of the ten columns which I have are somewhat over­
written. They need a general tightening, not particularly as regards 
to ideas but rather as regards to loose phrasing. I firmly believe 
that in a column of this nature the more one can avoid circumlocutions 
the more effective the piece becomes. 

(D) I also feel that the use of lengthy paragraphs detracts from 
the impact of the material. For the sense of authority, it is especially 
important that the paragraphs be sh.ort and direct to the point. 

(E) It has also occurred to me that rather than devoting a column 
to a single topic it might be more effective -- and perhaps more sal­
able if a single column were devoted to two or perhaps three major 
topics so that client newspapers will have an. area of options and if 
necessary can trim by section rather than by chopping out sentences that 
are important to ideas. 

What emerges is the possibility of a column once-a-week that would 
focus on two or three situations or international developments and would 
be forceful, using short paragraphs and direct sentences, and would be 
unique in its own field. 

I have retained the ten sample columns on my desk and I plan to 
apply some of the suggestions made above to the actual material submitted. 
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tlr. Dnve Arvel 
New Yorl~ T:l.meG Special Features 
229 ~le"t 4Jrd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10026 

Dcar nr. Appel, 

21 Moy 197(1 

YOll will now have received two additionnl nrtic10~ phi I'I! 
Bud Zumwalt and I prepared Clnd which he fonmrtlof\ 011 7 lMy. 

Would you be kind cnour,h to give mo " hrfef nncdnn r'l 

whether our !Ityle is improved and tell UB if IInythtll? 1 n "" 
be pub11!lhcd. 

I will ho vorking in London for th'" IIf'Xt fOllr I',o"th" ,,' 
the inVitation of lind with the lntnrnnr lonal. I"otitllt" or 
Strllter,ic Studies. We seo thi!! as no oppor,'unItv for 1~lIl'ni" '". 

dateline!! lind European pointa of vicw in ollr IIrtie1 "n. I', .. " 
Specilll Fontm:elJ agree and if we undcrtnkt' the, vork ill",,1\', ,f 

will the pieces be published 1 

Allain, nlllny thanks for your thour;lIttul. help. 

Wit!) l(ind regards • . ' 
Sincerely, 

W. 11, M(lLEY 
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